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B Ei % Director's Message

Making a 21st Century Paradigm Shift

in Teaching 21184 MBS ER

Dr Betty Chan Po-king, Director iR B[R (R IxiE £

ew Chung has more than 80 years of experience in
Yoffering quality education so it can offer time-honoured

teaching ways; yet it has been striving over the years to
stay at the forefront of a worldwide educational revolution.

Making a 21st century paradigm shift in teaching, Yew Chung
is going to introduce a “learning community” that helps foster
creativity and an eagerness to learn and explore. | announced the
move in a recent speech to mark our Founder’s Day this year.

Yew Chung'’s model of teaching and learning is still true to
the whole person education and education on fundamentals
advocated by my mother, Madam Tsang Chor-hang, who
founded the school in Hong Kong in 1932. Nevertheless, as the
world is becoming more interactive and integrated, old methods
of teaching that train students to be rather rigid-minded have
to give way to new methods that encourage creativity and
innovation.

The learning community approach will fundamentally
restructure our curriculum, and the time and space of students.
We are moving forward by enlisting experts in the field to help
our team design and redesign our campuses to facilitate this
new teaching methodology. By implementing the concept of a
learning community, we are equipping students with the skills
needed to face the challenges decades from now and embrace
the opportunities offered to them, in whatever occupations they
choose.

To offer quality education to children in whatever way
needs the co-operation of their parents. Research and our
own experience show that when parents are involved in their
children’s schooling, children do much better in school and
the school thrives as well. This issue of YC Links discusses fully
the merits and scope of home-school co-operation we are now

practising.
Continuous innovation and enhanced home-school
communication remain two of our core values ,

as we prepare to provide our students with
the kind of quality education that the

world needs now more than
ever.
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We Complement Each Other 1 & 16 B 0 5 &

ome and school are the two essential locations for child
H development, as they have the most significant and

direct impact on children. Parents and teachers work in a
partnership to educate children. Co-ordination and harmonisation
between them result in children sharing similar values, which will
lead to stronger academic results. On the other hand, a lack of it
leads to confusion and indecision for children, which will then
lead to weaker and less effective academic results.

Since the start of school in August, the Primary Section of
YCIS Hong Kong have already held four different coffee mornings,
a curriculum information day, and a specialist curriculum
evening. It was encouraging to see such a large number of
parents participate in these events. These are followed by the
parent-teacher interviews and the English as an Additional
Language curriculum evening, both in November, and Open
Day on December 12. Through these events, parents will gain
a better understanding about our school, our philosophy and
our educational objectives and strategy. This will allow parents
to better liaise with the school based on the same fundamental
principles and shared values we teach our students.

Close communication and understanding between parents
and teachers can help us exchange information about our
children at home and at school. It helps them perform well
academically. Parents respect our teachers for being professional
educators, and teachers respect parents as their education
partners. This relationship not only motivates our children to
stay positive and improves their learning, but also enhances the

Parents as Partners

his year, the Early Childhood Education Section of YCIS
Hong Kong is taking a deeper look at and reflecting on

what “working with parents as partners” really means. We
deliberated on what value and meaning this statement holds
for us as teachers, as a school, and as a community. To truly
connect with parents, we wanted to discover their perspective
on partnering with the school in regards to the growth and
development of our children.

With this goal in mind, we hosted our Parent Evening in early
September with the theme "Quality Home-School Partnership”.
Parents were invited to spend an evening with teachers, other
parents, and school leaders. Teachers took the opportunity to
share with parents the importance and value of home-school
partnership, from the school’s perspective. Then, parents were
asked to discuss in groups what their views were about quality
home-school partnership, and what is needed to ensure the
partnership is a positive one. Parents were then invited to
establish goals that both the school and home could work
towards in order to build a positive and beneficial home-school
partnership for families and children. These goals then become
targets that we all work towards throughout the year. Through
this open dialogue, we have started the school year off with
honest and meaningful conversations, which we hope lead to
quality partnerships with parents over the school year.

service and quality of our school.

We believe our home-school partnership will allow us
to complement each other and support the education of
our children. The success of this partnership relies on the
transparency of the school and the active participation and
support of parents. Let us work together with the same goals and
allow our children to grow up with strong family values and in a
high quality learning environment.
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Committee to Realise Home-School .Co-operation

BERIKEFNEES

any pieces of research have revealed that students do
M better, behave better and are happier at school where

an effective partnership among children, home and
school is present. This is the spirit behind Yew Chung's Charter
for Success, and it serves as the foundation of the school's home-
school co-operation and its subsequent embodiment of the
Home-School Co-operation Committee (HSCQ).

HSCC s a structure through which parents can work together
for the best possible education for their children. The Committee
encourages parents to participate in topical conferences,
seminars, workshops, open days, charity events, festive functions
and other activities designed for them. Parents in return are
welcome to contribute their special skills and talents to the
School’s educational and Co-curricular activities.

This year, YCIS Hong Kong Secondary is very delighted

to have received expressions of interest for the HSCC parent
membership of the Committee. In September, two parent
information sessions were held along with a few subsequent
discussion sessions. These were very pleasant opportunities
getting to meet the candidates and exchange views on various
topics. The 2015/2016 cohort of HSCC has then been formed
in early October. In previous years, HSCC lent support to the
organisation of student visits to professional institutions and
companies for career exploration, fun family days with outdoor
activities such as hiking and kite-flying, a food booth on Open
Day offering wide range of cultural delicacies and many more.
The first HSCC meeting was held before the mid-term break and
set the plan for the academic year. Look out for the exciting and
meaningful activities and events HSCC has to offer for the year!
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Partnerstiips in Learning 3 2 | 1y % + B8 &

Christopher VanVolkom, Vice Principal & Head of Secondary, YCIS Chongging
BERPEIRE &R EEEE Christopher VanVolkom

to ensuring successful student learning is home-school

partnership. Family participation in learning is one of
the most accurate predictors of success in a child's schooling.
Families dramatically influence the degree to which children are
engaged in school and how they identify themselves as learners.
A strong family-school partnership will improve both academic
and behavioural outcomes for children.

Educators have long known that one of the greatest tools

Academic Benefits

The more involved families are in children’s academic lives,
the more grades improve, exam scores rise, and even students’
attitudes towards schoolwork improve. Furthermore, students
complete more homework, are placed in support classes less
often, and enrol in postsecondary education more frequently
when families and schools work together.

Behavioural Benefits

The rewards of a strong family-school relationship extend
beyond academic work. Other benefits of family involvement
in schooling include improved behaviour at school, higher
attendance rates, lower drop-out rates, higher self-esteem, and
higher probability of avoiding high-risk behaviour in adolescence.

At YCIS Chongging, we continuously look for opportunities
to get parents involved in their children’s education. Whether
through parent information nights on school topics like
curriculum and assessment to parent workshops on language
acquisition and the use of phonics, by keeping parents more
informed and connected to the learning processes of their
children, it empowers them be active home educators and school
promoters as well. Even informal gatherings like parent-teacher
afternoon tea sessions can further reinforce the connections and
bonds between stakeholders in children’s education.

Here are some ways to promote effective family-school
partnerships:

1. Promote regular, positive communication;

2. Set the tone at the start of the school year;

3. Establish a relationship before concerns arise;

4. Contact family members or the school at the first sign of a

concern;
5. Facilitate ongoing opportunities for parents, teachers, and
school leaders to engage, interact, and share.
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Communication Is Key to Strong Home-School Connections
BE A ERNEXER BB

Adria Patthof and Stephanie Woodcox, Kindergarten English Teachers, YCIS Silicon Valley

WA R 4)HEE B RE E B Adria Patthof & Stephanie Woodcox

ome-School Co-operation is the cornerstone of a
H successful school experience for children, families, and
teachers. The relationship between these entities has the
greatest impact on a child’s success and optimal development.
The Kindergarten teachers at YCIS Silicon Valley established

routines and procedures to facilitate the co-operation between
home and school at the beginning of the year, including:

Initial Meeting

School began with an ice-cream social, where teachers met
students and families in a safe, relaxed environment. An email
survey was sent to gather information covering family values,
practices, cultural celebrations, and individual goals for the child.

Parent Participation Calendar

Inviting families into the classroom emphasises to children
(and to parents!) that families are an extension of the learning
experience. We created a shared Google calendar where families
sign up to volunteer for learning centres, classroom parties, and
“mystery” readers.

Classroom Celebrations

We seek opportunities to create events for families to
keep “in tune” with their child's progress and to celebrate
accomplishments. We plan to have publishing parties to share
our writing pieces, field trips, a celebration of the 100th day of
school, and cultural skits and songs during the holidays.

Weekly Newsletters & Websites

For families unable to come into the classroom, we try
to provide opportunities for involvement through different
means. We hope families will utilise teachers' suggestions to

continue the learning experience at home: through articles, book
recommendations, and posting of events in the community and
at school.

Ultimately, we aim for families to be aware of the child’s
experience at school and to feel comfortable enough to
communicate with us regarding observations, concerns, and
suggestions. This requires constant effort from the teachers/,
using weekly newsletters, websites, emails, chatting during
drop off/pick up, or on an individual basis through a meeting, in
person, via email, and/or phone. A teacher’s proactive approach
is just the beginning of home-school co-operation: prioritising
responsiveness to families, when they do reach out, is the key to
maintaining productive relationships between home and school.
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Valerie Ann Lohse, Parent Organisation Campus Leader, YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus

FBRPIBRERKEWF AValerie Ann Lohse

f you walk the corridors at YCIS Shanghai, you will be quickly

struck with a strong sense of community. Teachers readily

ask students about a special assembly they are having in the
week or how their sibling is doing. Students talk about their next
trip "home” or who won the football match. Simply put, we are a
family.

There are essential driving forces behind this: our teachers’
skills and teaching philosophy is closely aligned with the school’s
mission, therefore creating a unique connection amongst the
various cultures. For students and their families, each arrives
at Shanghai’s doorstep with their own unique culture, beliefs,
and academic background, and also with a sense of adventure,
openness to others, and a willingness to learn and adapt.

Once these elements are in sync, teachers, students, and
families from all over the world give each other perspectives they
would not have otherwise and form a big family sharing different
cultures.
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K2 Settling in Progress Mm Ml & F B E B E

Maria Szymanska, ECE Co-Teacher, YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus
FERPIBRE I ERIMaria Szymanska

hen K2 children come to school, it is usually the first
Wtime for them to be away from their parents and it is

often a big step for both children and their parents.
Therefore, to help our children and their families to settle into our
programme, we develop relationships which are based on trust.
We help parents to understand how we meet their children’s
basic needs, and how the children learn at school. We also
encourage parents to share all the important information about
their child, including what they like, dislike and things they are
scared of.

However, building meaningful relationships in our ECE
programme does not start on the first day of school. From the
first time the parents visit our school they are informed about our
programme through meetings with the Admissions officers, and
then they meet with our ECE Co-ordinator who further explains
our programme and spends time with the parents learning about
the child. After that, the children and their families come for
an orientation day to meet the teachers and see the classroom
environment. All these steps help the parents to become familiar
with the curriculum and prepare the teachers to get ready to
welcome the children into their classrooms. Before the children
start school, the teachers already have some information about
the children and are able to plan activities for the first days of
school.

Later during the school year, teachers and parents continue
sharing important information about the children. We discuss
their progress, areas they need support in and how to work
together to help them. We talk about all the important things that
have an impact on our children. We invite our parents to be part
of our learning.
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A Day at Hohggiao Campus I R & 1 — X

Jana van Zyl, Character Education Co-ordinator, YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus
FERPIUIBRE®IEEEHNE £ FJanavan 2yl

a buzz in the corridors. Students are getting ready for

the day; everyone smiles and offers a warm greeting. But
something is different on our campus, it is not only the buzzing
of excited students and teachers that sets the tone. If you look
carefully, you will see some mums and dads in the corridors too.

At Honggiao Campus, we believe that students learn best
when the adults in their lives — parents, teachers and family
members come together to encourage and support them.
Through this, they learn about values and relationships and they
can see how the adults in their lives interact, make decisions and
solve problems.

Our parents are encouraged to participate in a range of
activities on campus. You will see them everywhere, helping out
with morning reading, in the art rooms, hanging displays in the
corridors, covering books in the library, accompanying students
on field trips or helping out with charity events. They liven up our
corridors with friendly smiles and a quick chat, and offer their time
to make our campus a wonderful learning environment for our
students.

Parents who volunteer attend a special training session
designed to outline how they can become involved and best
support our students.

There is an African proverb that states that it “takes a whole
village to raise a child”. Working in partnership with our parents
allows the “whole village” to help educate our students.

E nthusiastic students arrive every morning at 7.50, creating
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Welcoming Campus for Families B 2 10 5.8 &

Veronica Martin, ECE Co-ordinator, YCIS Shanghai Regency Park Campus
EERPEHBERE 52 EDE EVeronica Martin

be of great importance to young children. Teachers and

families have a complementary role in supporting children;
when we learn about each other and co-operate, the child
benefits. We all focus upon a child’s sense of belonging in the
learning environment; however at Regency Park Campus in the
Early Childhood Education (ECE) Section, we also strive to help all
parents feel comfortable and develop a sense of belonging with
the environment their child comes to each day.

[t is not always just the big events that we arrange such as
parent workshops, coffee afternoons, and having parents help
in classes that allow home and school to connect. It is also the
smaller but just as important activities that the teachers and
leaders engage parents in such as greetings at the gate in the
mornings and afternoons, visibly being available to parents
by walking around the campus, and engaging parents in
conversations throughout the day.

All the school leaders and teachers know the value of having
positive relationships with the adults who the children value the
most. We like to have one Co-Teacher greet the parents each
day while the other Co-Teacher helps the children, and ensure
they swap the roles around. Our ECE teachers and leaders enjoy
talking to parents over a relaxed coffee during the Parent Teacher
Interview days, Information Nights, or even in the cafeteria.

At the Regency Park Campus, we make our environments

Partnerships between the school and home have proven to

welcoming spaces for families to sit. At the end of each school
day, families are engaging with their children either reading
stories together in the Library, spending time talking to others
in the Parent Room, or outside watching their children play
on the equipment. Planning spaces and activities that engage
and welcome parents, ensures relationships are developed and
grown, based on trust and respect.

UNEZTFME  BRNREZENEHBERSIFFEEN - &
XEETHE - —BEMNKES T EMER T ESERFN
BERTEMEFERRa - EHRERRADHEL - ROTENE&ET

VRBEMBEIRE  BRETHRR  RAESSHEPMAERE
REEFFEMEERBRORE -

WIFRBREWMFETEY - MIBER D - REEVIBHOAIE
BTV EERMRERNBE - \IERNES - flmEanE
REGRBARFIAMREL - KEEREES) - AREREHAE
5 HRERIRERNER -

REEMEMAMNBRRRFRBNERELEE - 8K
—fI AR E DK RAT W - RS —(IIIREZME BT - 11
BEEREERAS - BRFIPHBOZMMBEIFEREERTERM
REE BANAE  EERREREEREBUYHERRN

EHZERR - RASRBITERNR KRB EENZMRE - &KX
MR REAMERZTF - REEERES  ERRELRILR
MBEEINEBEMANEZTEBINE - RRFTS ABREETEHN
EEMED - ERREBERENTEEMEENEN EERMKE



My Enjoyable Experience with Yew Chung
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Margaret Mark, Parent of K3 and Year 5 students, YCIS Shanghai Regency Park and Century Park Campuses

FERTHBERMLCABRRE ZHRIERAFRELERKMargaret Mark

when choosing an international school for our children.

Initially, we based our decision on the school’s academic
credentials and hoped that they would provide our children with
a forum for learning that would foster their strengths and improve
upon what they find challenging. What my family has found
at YCIS is one such as that but also a school that has created a
strong sense of community which reaches beyond the school
walls and into our homes. At YCIS, we have discovered that any
situation or concern we have regarding the success of our boys
is approached with genuine concern. Through collaboration
of ideas and experiences, different strategies can be put into
place to help support and foster the growth for our boys. It is
with the co-operation of the teachers that we have been able to
strengthen both academic and personal routines in school and at
home.

It is just as important for me, as it is for my family, to find
a place where | feel that | am contributing. The school has
provided me with opportunities to volunteer where | can utilise
my artistic talents and further develop them. Through the school
community, | have met and continue to meet many people that
are going through the same challenges as I. By participating in
workshops and volunteering, | have created a new network of
“family” and friends where we can share ideas and discoveries to
further enhance these wonderful international lives we are living.
The co-operation between my family and the school has

made our lives inside and outside the school a more enjoyable
experience as we find a place in a culture and country that is not
naturally our own, a place we can call home.

I n moving to Shanghai, we all aimed for the same objective
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Parent Sharing on How to Work with the School

=
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CIS Qingdao highly values parental involvement to further
promote student and school success. Research shows that

when parents are involved in their children’s schooling,
children do much better in school and the school thrives as well.
There are many ways that parents can get involved in their child’s
education within both the home and school environments. In
order to give you a better idea of how life within the home and
school can work together effectively, we have interviewed one
of our parents, Kari-Mari, the mother of Year 7 student Torbjorn
Myran. Here is what she had to say...

Do you feel your role as a parent is important in the life of
your child as a student at YCIS? If so, why?

Yes, | believe parents can inspire their children to take their
education seriously, by having expectations to their commitment
to school but also by showing interest in their school work and by
helping them if necessary.

What are some ways that you can promote success in your
child at home?

By showing interest. As parents, we can show interest in what
they learn, their homewaork, their school day, and their classmates.
Also, by giving positive feedback for good effort and not only on
results, as well as by encouraging children to read books.

Why is it important for parents to work together with their
child’s school?

The educational messages come across stronger through a
common stand.

What are some effective ways to encourage and assist your
child with homework?

We clearly voice our expectations about completing the
homework. If necessary we will help, otherwise we may review
afterwards. Sometimes we do some extra exercises together.

How can you get involved in your child’s life at YCIS?

| attend some of the school gatherings, but due to my work, |
cannot attend all. We keep ourselves generally informed through
the child, information from the school and through other parents.
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YC Character: Sam Hopper ycs seijing
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students, YCIS Beijing has hired Sam Hopper as the new Head
of Information Services.

Mr Hopper, originally from West Haverstraw, New York, US,
worked for a number of years in some of the country’s biggest
broadcasting corporations, including ABC and CBS, as a research
analyst, utilising various databases to compile information on
audience demographics. After receiving an MLS in Library and
Information Services, he spent time teaching media production
near his hometown before moving to Beijing. Twelve years later,
Mr Hopper joined YCIS Beijing to oversee both Primary and
Secondary libraries, helping take the school to a higher level of
information collection, dissemination, and understanding.

Influenced by his background in both media and as a Media
Studies teacher, Mr Hopper set one of his main goals — to “get
students to look at media more intelligently and to recognise and
understand bias. All media is created for a special purpose and
my goal is for my students to understand how and why that is
accomplished.” To facilitate this, Mr Hopper will be leading YCIS
Beijing in broadening the digital resources available to faculty and
students via a variety of online databases to suit students from
Early Childhood Education through to the IB Diploma Programme.
He is also exploring several media server options, which will allow
teachers to upload and share the wonderful YCIS Beijing student-
produced videos, artwork, etc. with the online community.

Mr Hopper hopes these measures will allow students “to
begin to understand not only that there is more information

I n an effort to improve the learning resources available to

available to them besides what they get from Google and
Wikipedia, but more importantly that just because information
is on the Internet doesn’t necessarily mean it is accurate. It is
very important to make certain the information you are using is
relevant, legal and, most importantly, correct.”
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Yew Chung to Introduce Learning Community

EHEESIN [ 2ELE]

n an effort to stay at the forefront of the educational
I revolution, Yew Chung is going to introduce a “learning

community” that helps foster student creativity and an
eagerness to learn and explore, announced Dr Betty Chan Po-
king, Director of Yew Chung Education Foundation (YCEF), in a
speech to mark the Founder’s Day on October 9.

For over 80 years, Dr Chan said in her speech at the Founder's
Day ceremony, our Foundation had overcome various challenges
and difficulties and had embraced the mission of providing a
quality education to international and local students, and was
continually working to explore new ways to nurture and train our
students. ‘I am excited to announce that we are about to make
a 21st-century paradigm shift in our teaching - moving away
from traditional ways of teacher-led classroom instruction to
interactive, student-led learning. We do not want to continue old
ways of teaching that train students to be rather rigid-minded,
and which stifle student creativity and innovation. Rather, our
introduction of a ‘learning community’ helps foster student
creativity and an eagerness to learn and explore,” she said.

Dr Chan said those were the skills necessary for our students
to face the challenges decades from now and embrace the
opportunities offered to them, in whatever occupations they
choose. In fact, some American architects were in Beijing with
Dr Chan to help Yew Chung team design and redesign our
campuses to deliver this new teaching methodology.

Professor Paul Yip Kwok-wah, Chairman of Yew Wah
International Education Foundation and Board Member of YCEF
was also present at the ceremony held in YCIS Beijing. To join in

the momentous occasion of Founder's Day, students and staff
members of Yew Chung and Yew Wah campuses across the
globe sent in greetings on live video broadcasts. Every campus
also had Directors, Superintendents, Co-Principals, teachers,
students and parent representatives in attendance. Dr Chan and
Professor Yip also participated in an earlier ceremony to mark YCIS

Beijing’s 20th anniversary.
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Language Matters:

How Is Language Related to Everything | Teach?

Ao m M E B E R RHEER

Michael Johnson, Head of the English Curriculum and Research Division, YCEF 12 # 7 # % 2 3 R 32 2 /& 2f = T Michael Johnson

of that subject through language. At the same time, we

also use language to teach and interact with our students;
and we use language to assess our students’ understanding of the
subject. Thus, language plays an intrinsic part of what we teach
and how we teach it. With this in mind, YCIS schools in mainland
China were treated to a special visitor, Dr Ahmar Mahboob, during
the teacher orientation week from August 10-13.

Dr Mahboob teaches linguistics at the University of Sydney,
Australia and has a keen interest in critical language variation. He
has published six books as well as many professional journals,
research papers and articles. Along with Michael Johnson from
the English Curriculum and Research Division (ECRD), he visited
schools in Beijing, Chongging and Shanghai to support the ECRD
to lay the groundwork for developing a focus on supporting
the language and literacy development of all students in classes
across the curriculum.

Starting in Chongging and moving through Shanghai’s
Gubei and Century Park, and Beijing campuses, Dr Mahboob
presented the theoretical underpinnings of genre pedagogy to
staff during the morning sessions. While the presentation was
quite theoretical, he managed to include relevant examples,
anecdotes and references while interspersing practical activities
and applications. The afternoon sessions included discussions,
more practical activities and question time. Feedback from all
schools visited was very positive and we left with a great sense of
excitement about what lies ahead.

Regardless of what subject we teach, we teach the content

Although the time on each campus was brief, Dr Mahboob
left staff with much to ponder for the future. With such a diverse
student population, having an underlying focus on developing
the language and literacy skills of all students will help schools to
further support the YCIS Philosophy and Objectives.
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Duo Terlizzi - Violinist and Pianist from Italy

15N

Chung Fellows-in-
Residence Division
and YALC, renowned
[talian violinist Marco
Terlizzi and pianist
Raffaele Terlizzi visited
YCIS Hong Kong from
< September 23 to 26.
Besides being professors at the “V. Bellini” Conservatory of Music
Catania ltaly, the Terlizzi brothers have performed throughout the
world and have given many masterclasses in world famous music
conservatories. A famous review once said, “The Terlizzi brothers
manifest a poetic sensitive nature, a strong temperament and an
enchanting capacity of communicating.”
During the four-day visit to Yew Chung, the Terlizzi brothers
gave three days of violin and piano masterclasses for Primary
and Secondary students which greatly benefitted the students’

Invited by Yew

YCIS Hong Kong F## H

RF/PMRE—HlE_ER

understanding of musical styles. On the last day of their visit,
the Terlizzi brothers held a wonderful violin-piano duet concert
at the YCIS Hong Kong Secondary auditorium which was very
successful. Professor Marco Terlizzi said that he and Raffaele were
very impressed by this visit to Yew Chung.
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Lesley J Cooke, Counselling and Learning Support Co-ordinator, YCIS Hong Kong
EARTEERBE TR EFLesley J Cooke

ollowing on from
the highly successful
campaign of last year,

YCIS Hong Kong has once
again brought the message of
anti-bullying to the students
of the Secondary campus.
Launching this year's campaign
with the new slogan “Inclusive
Not Exclusive”, the focus has
been shifted towards making
friends and inviting others into a group, rather than the more
negative emphasis on anti-bullying.

Students participated fully in the activities organised to
promote inclusion and asked others to join them in the fun. We
were joined by students from Hong Kong University of Science
and Technology who had heard of our campaign and wished
to help in any way they could. A series of Holistic Education
assemblies and form time discussions complemented the work
completed in Character Education lessons, once again making a
successful and enjoyable anti-bullying month at YCIS Hong Kong!
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A Busy and Fun Founder’s Day

EEMAWEHH
1

of the activities were once again held on our Secondary

campus. The PE, Art, Science and Music staff stepped up to
organise a number of fun, wide-ranging, interactive and engaging
activities for all the students:

- Paper Fashion (Art) — Students designed a paper costume
based on characters from fairy tales.

- Popsicle Kinetic Art Competition (Science) - House
teams had to build the longest and most attractive
"exploding kinetic art” installation.

- Music Quiz Bowl (Music) - Students had to create and
practise a cheer and chant. They then had to answer a
series of questions related to music.

- Benchball (PE) - House teams had to work out the best
tactical way to get all of their team members on the bench
before the other team. Students had to catch the ball while
standing on the bench or line. (This was a very active and
physical gamel)

+ Volleyball (PE) - Students competed against each other
in a series of volleyball matches. The first team to score 25
points won the game.

« Tug of War (PE) — The strongest house teams worked
together to pull the rope to make the opposition reach the
halfway point.

The day started at 10 a.m. with a live feed from Beijing to the

whole school in the gym. From there, the entire student body
moved on to having a busy but fun day. The school day finished

The 4th YCIS Founder's Day took place on October 9 and all

with a House Founder’'s Day Award Presentation. This year's
congratulations went out to the Red house who earned 1285
points.
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Let Flowers Bloom in the Basement

EMTE [ K]

Esther Chow, Artist-in-Residence, YCIS Shanghai /& 12 B # E4i7 5% FE 14 AR

long hallway in the basement of Regency Park Campus. As

an artist who enjoys integrating life into artwork and draws
inspiration from nature, | wanted the children to experience this
process first hand. | decided to set up a mini garden in the library
with a variety of fresh potted flowers and leaves for students to
draw and paint from observation.

All 67 children had a chance to draw a flower or a leaf of
their choice on paper before creating an enlarged version of their
drawings on recycled cardboard with chalk. We examined the
different shapes and colours of the petals and leaves carefully to
help us with our drawings. After the drawings were completed,
we then painted with acrylic using simple blending techniques
to make our petals pop. The six cardboard pieces were displayed
together to form one long mural. We were all very excited to have
a garden in the basement!

The K4s and | created a 13-metre floral mural to beautify the
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June Xu, Year 6 Chinese Teacher, YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus /& fR ST B R & 7S F & SCE R R ER

s the saying goes, “a
I § journey of a thousand
miles begins with a single

step”. At the beginning of school,
the Year 6 teachers of Honggiao
Campus introduced the themes
and content of the Chinese Studies
Course that the students are about
to learn this year. After the general
introduction of the themes for this
: year in the first lesson, the students
/ BE DN yvere excited to begin learning the
content and asked a lot of questions. They showed great interest
in topics such as ceramics, embroidery and Taoist regimen.

After hearing about the themes, the students used the
materials provided by their teachers to make themed posters

about “Chinese Studies” with Chinese elements. In the process of
making their posters , the students not only revised the content
of the first lesson, but also added a Chinese ambience to the
classroom.
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YCIS Beijing Celebrates Its 20th Anniversary and

it=i#E# YCIS Beijing

Founder’'s Day it R EBHRER20AFEREH H

Greg Eiselt, Marketing Officer, YCIS Beijing 3t IR T35 % B Greg Eiselt

his newly-begun 2015/2016 school year marks the 20th
Tarmiversary of Yew Chung International School of Beijing.

The school has evolved greatly in both student body and
campus size over these years, starting with a mere handful of
students in what is now Building H to the current student body
of over 750 that now occupies six buildings. While the campus
has changed, the unique commitment to global and bilingual
education has remained a constant, enabling students to thrive
and develop into elite global citizens for the last two decades.

On October 9, YCIS Beijing held its annual Founder's Day
while also celebrating its 20th anniversary. Students and faculty
were joined by esteemed partners and friends of YCIS Beijing as
well as Dr Betty Chan, the daughter of the Yew Chung founder
Tsang Chor-hang and current Director and School Supervisor of all
Yew Chung schools. The morning's ceremonies included a violin
performance by some of the school's youngest students, keynote
speeches by the Co-Principals and Dr Chan, video greetings
between all of the Yew Chung schools around mainland China
and Hong Kong, and, of course, the cutting of the enormous 20th
anniversary cake! Students of all ages were also able to enjoy the
beautiful weather with outdoor playtime activities.

Congratulations to YCIS Beijing on its historic 20th
anniversary! We wish the school another 20 years of similar
success and growth.

Yew Chung
5 a {er’s Day
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Double Celebration Projects Presented by
Duo Artists-in-Residence MEZHIEH L EEE=E A

Elizabeth Briel, Artists-in-Residence, YCIS Beijing 4t R BE4% 2417 X Elizabeth Briel

| e |

celebrations on October 9. This year, we welcomed Hong
Kong Artist-in-Residence Sara Barati for a brief visit to Beijing,
where she first began her journey to Greater China in 2012.

A focal point for Beijing's ceremony was a time capsule
of objects and letters collected from students and teachers
throughout the school. Sara painted the time capsule's cover in her
meticulous style, working late into the night to ensure every detail
met her high standards. Elizabeth Briel, Artist-in-Residence at YCIS
Beijing painted the sides with red and blue fixtures.

Since acrylic paints were used, they should still be bright when
the capsule is reopened in 20 years' time!

On the day of celebrations, Sara and Elizabeth finished another
art project with Year 12s. After the Founder’'s Day ceremony, the
two Artists-in-Residence kick-started the art project “20 Windows
into 20 Years". It is a piece of group artwork which spans a total of
12 metres over six panels.

Students designed windows which represented an aspect of
how they viewed the world, or what they enjoyed aesthetically.

YCIS Beijing's 20th anniversary coincided with Founder's Day

Some selected the mathematic regularity of patterns and
traditional motifs; others preferred to create unusual designs which
have never been seen before. All were painted onto colourful
boards then cut into different shapes.

These 20 windows in different colours — many in a vibrant
Chinese red — will be displayed near the ECE entrance, to welcome
our youngest students and parents as they come to school every
day. Bright hues are an effective way to lift the spirits of students
and staff during grey winter days.
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Extending Support to Families Beyond School
and Academics B~ ZM B2 E &

Ron Drisner, Student Counsellor, Karen Killeen & Patricia Williamson, Learning Support Teachers, & Dan Sandifer-Stech, University Guidance and School Counsellor, YCIS Beijing
b iR 2R MRon Drisner ~ 28 X% EhTKaren Killeen & Patricia Williamson & K2 F+ £ g5 & 2 £ EE [ Dan Sandifer-Stech

ne of YCIS's major philosophies is to “provide individualised
o attention and guidance to meet the needs of individual

students” both inside and outside the classroom. To
expand this support structure, YCIS Beijing has recently expanded
its already comprehensive Student Support Team this year by
adding a second employee to both the Student Counselling
and Learning Support Departments. Student Counselling
predominantly supports students privately with problems in school
or at home and Learning Support assists students in a variety of
special academic facets, although the two offices’ roles frequently
overlap.

One common problem Secondary students face at YCIS
Beijing, especially in the IB programme, is successfully dealing
with the high volume of academic work. YCIS Learning Support
works with students to outline strategies on how to organise and
prioritise their workload and know where to seek extra support and
resources. They also liaise with parents throughout the process
and discuss strategies that they can use at home to support their
child. At the same time, YCIS Counsellors are available to discuss
workload matters and offer guidance and support. They are able
to introduce strategies to help tackle stress and anxiety issues so
students are able to make the right choices and achieve their goals.

The holistic approach employed in supporting student life,
which is extended beyond the classroom, is one of the YCIS
Student Services Office’s most unique features. This includes
initiatives that run beyond normal school hours, such as the Parent

/ F=

Teen Connections Programme run by the YCIS Counsellors or the
after-school homework club run by YCIS Learning Support. They
are also starting a new initiative with the School Council to build
a Positive Playground Programme for Primary students to support
playtime activities.
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YCIS Beijing

Students Earn Cambridge

Outstanding Learners Awards
LtEREPELESHEEFEZ LB

Greg Eiselt, Marketing Officer, YCIS Beijing 3t B+ 45 % B Greg Eiselt

awards from Cambridge International Examinations to

acknowledge their outstanding performance in the June
2015 Cambridge examination series. These students received Top
in China and Top in the World awards in the following subjects
this year:

Shuwen Liu - Foreign Language: Mandarin Chinese (Top in
the World)

Cecilia Yixuan Cao — Art and Design (Top in China)

Gianna Cheok Tong Chun - Global Perspectives (Top in
China)

Atsuki Yamamoto — Physical Education (Top in China)

The achievement is even more impressive considering that
Cambridge learners sit the exam in over 40 countries around
the world. This year, over 61,000 exam entries for Cambridge
qualifications were made in mainland China alone with merely
90 students receiving Cambridge Outstanding Learners Awards,
demonstrating just how truly exceptional each student’s
performance was.

F our students from YCIS Beijing have received prestigious
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YCIS Qingdao & & # #

Light Up the Autumn Night Zi=# B EI'J il

utumn is the
time of the
year that we

traditionally celebrate a
bountiful harvest, and it
is at this time of the year
that we celebrate the
third anniversary of the
Qingdao International
Community Centre
(QICQO). QICC offers many
leisure activities for the
expatriate community in
Huangdao.

To celebrate this
year's anniversary, in
addition to celebrating the autumn harvest season, the QICC
held an Autumn Festival event, with activities including a dessert
competition, lantern making, and a bouncy castle.

During the past
three years, QICC
has grown together
with the Huangdao
expatriate community,
providing a wide range
of social activities for
YCIS expatriate families. With the V|gorous development of the
Huangdao West Coast Economic Zone, we hope to work with
YCIS expatriate families to create a better community!
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Creating a Low-Carbon Green Campus

at Founder's Day

EERPEHHREZEERBKN&ZERE

n October 9, 2015, YCIS Qingdao joined other Yew
O Chung International Schools and Yew Wah International

Education Schools in celebrating our 83rd anniversary,
commemorating the outstanding contributions our founder
Madam Tsang Chor-hang made to education.

Through online linkage, Yew Chung and Yew Wah schools
in Qingdao, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Beijing, Chongging, and
Silicon Valley, US, were able to connect instantly, though they
are physically tens of thousands of miles apart. The information
technological linkage highlighted the spirit of Yew Chung's motto
of "aligning with science and technology".

At YCIS Qingdao, the theme of this year's Founder's Day was
environmental protection. Students and teachers spent weeks
recycling garbage products to create a variety of games, including
a cardboard maze, cardboard golf, and plastic bottle bowling.
There were also many sports and team-building activities,
including running and passing of ping-pong balls.

During the afternoon, students displayed artwork celebrating
YCIS, and also undertook fundraising activities for our Seeds of
Hope charity project to help children in need.

Teachers and students spent a happy day together, and are
already looking forward to next year's Founder's Day!
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Songs from the Four Seasons M Z 13k

t YCIS Chongqging, Chinese Culture Week is an excellent
Aand interactive way for students to learn and experience

Chinese culture from different perspectives — cultural,
geographic, and historical. In the past, Chinese Culture Week has
had themes such as Sichuan opera, paper cutting, traditional
musical instruments, Chinese food and ethnic minorities.

This year Chinese Culture Week was held from September
21 to 25. The theme was “Songs from the Four Seasons”, and
the Primary Department presented a feast of sight and sound,
using the four seasons as the stimulus (Spring Overture, Summer
Symphony, Autumn Rhythm, and Winter Movement).

The traditional themes included:

Flowers and grass are the songs of spring, which evoke
feelings of youth and hope.

Sunshine and rain are the songs of summer, a time of passion
and vitality.

Fruit and fallen leaves are the songs of autumn, telling stories
of the harvest and dedication.

Snow, ice and cold wind are the songs of winter, which
convey purity and perseverance.

The four seasons like a beautiful melody, compose the
innermost feelings of the heart.

Year 2 students presented the song “Where is the Spring’
perfectly with their tender voices and lovely dance, and everyone
felt the warmth of spring.

Year 4 kids chose the song “Childhood” which took everyone
back to a happy and carefree childhood.

With the song “Bright Moon, When Did You Appear?’, Year 6
made people appreciate how lonely and homesick one can be in
a foreign land.

"
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In addition to students,
Primary teachers, parents
and administrative staff
also prepared wonderful
performances for the event.
The Chinese Culture Week
of 2015 was unquestionably
a great success!
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Happy Mid-Autumn Festlval Wﬂﬁ o 7k Ef

o celebrate the Mid-Autumn Festival, YCIS Chongging held
Tan activity called "DIY Mooncakes for Your Family” during

the Chinese Studies Course lesson in the Primary Section.
Students made their own delicious mooncakes to take home for
their families to enjoy together.

The teachers and students mixed the flour and water, rolled
the lotus seed paste and used the mooncake mold to make their
mooncakes. The parents saw how much hard work the children
put into their mooncakes to demonstrate how much they love
and care for their families. Moreover, Year 1 students made rabbit
lanterns and moon collages with their teachers. They now know
more cultural background about Mid-Autumn Festival.

We will have different activities related to Chinese Traditional
festivals over the year including the Spring Festival and Dragon

Boat Festival. This will allow students to experience Chinese EEEENOENE — B - EERh/NEZh IEHEE%F‘;FEJ@T
culture and enjoy the fun of DIV (AR ERA HES - SESEMRTRETREAH
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Parent Information Evening R REHA XK &

t the beginning of the school year, YCIS Chongging had
Aa series of presentation evenings to help communicate

information about the curriculum and class programmes
to our parent community. For the Secondary, we also provided
overviews of the curricular programmes and policies used
throughout the section at YCIS Chongging. The parents also had
an early opportunity to meet their child's teachers and review
course books and other resources used in classes.

We had a good turnout of parents and appreciate the warm
response from all those in attendance. It is clear that both staff
and parents share in the optimism of the successful year ahead
for our students!
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