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B Ei % Director's Message

Developing Next Generation

of World Leaders
IEEH— 55

Dr Betty Chan Po-king, Director & B[R (R IR 1 £

s a school promoting global education, Yew Chung
Anurtures future world leaders by guiding students to

gaze at the enormous sky and touch the earth so that
they know every species comes from the same origin — the
various particles. The relationships and interactions among these
fundamental particles have formed the universe and sky we can
see today and this relationship is sustained by a kind of “force”.

We teach our students that this “force” is “love”. We as
married couples, parents, children, siblings, relatives, friends and
neighbours together form races, societies, nations — humankind.
Humans on the earth are connected by love on different levels.
This interdependence and balance can be regarded as a kind of
love. We teach our students that “love is the origin” and it sustains
the harmony and progress of human society.

We teach our students to learn the “law” of this force, which
reflects true nature of our universe and world. This law is “science”
and we must align with it in order to let it guide us. We teach
our students to express science with different artistic ways. We
teach our students to embrace humankind, creation and the
environment with love. They learn this truth through their studies,
professional development and service to our community, our
nation and humankind

When students realise that their mission is to serve
humankind and to make the world harmonious, also with the
interests of their nations in mind, they seek opportunities to fulfil
this objective. Students who can master this law will be the new
generation of leaders. Therefore, we have the theory that “gazing
at the enormous sky and touching the earth, creations are from
the same origin and love is
the origin”, and ask students
to align with “Science and
Technology”, “Culture and
Arts”, and “Love and
Charity”.
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Co-Leadership in the ECE 4h % &5 #9 % 45 & %)

Bernadette Silcock & Song Lin, ECE Co-ordinators, YCIS Shanghai Honggaio Campus
EIRPUIBRE 9B E £ EBernadette Silcock & Rk

the “Co” aspect of co-ordinating brings with it a range of ~REARMIETERER —BH - BEHZE - AMERABREHE

joys and challenges. We each bring different strengths and B8+ BB FITROBRFTE - KAGFE - BERIEEARS
experiences to the role. We both differ in terms of length of time k& P TE2NELR - FE_KBITH® - BMIEMEEESE
in a leader's role, cultural background, being “big picture” vs “detail  HlEH T BEER K L BUABKEE 75 - BREETEHM AR &5 o
oriented”, introverts and extroverts, and different leadership ~ HTRAEZHE - THOBEMEZEMEEOARE - FEEIER (L5
styles. Fortunately, we have learnt to appreciate these differences & - BEIEXIRAEZBRFE THEF - A UL ©
and draw on each other’s strengths to lead our ECE team. As
issues arise from time to time we address them together and do
not differentiate between Chinese and international matters. This
is further supported by weekly meetings with both of our Co-
principals.

Of course, there are challenges to co-leadership. The obvious
one being that we do not always agree on the same course of
action. Fortunately, we have built up sufficient goodwill through
our everyday interactions that we can find a compromise, agree
to disagree, and sometimes, when things become heated, we
simply agree to let it be and address the matter again tomorrow.
This ability to challenge each other and a willingness to engage
in honest and robust discussions is one of my favourite aspects of
co-leadership. Taking the time to thoroughly explore issues from
different perspectives can only serve to strengthen our ECE and
ensure that our commitment to promoting the best of Chinese
and Western cultures in our school environment.
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Fostering Leadership in Every Child

- /— A > j]

AV
EESEZTFHNESE
Natalie Gray, Year 4 Leader, YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus
EERRIIERE/NEMFREKNatalie Gray

potential. These types of opportunities happen in our
classrooms on a day-to-day basis and boil down to how a
teacher sets up learning experiences for their students. Here are a
few examples of what we do at YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus:

Every child deserves the opportunity to develop leadership

1. Authentic Tasks

Students are engaged in tasks that have value and meaning
beyond the classroom. They become self-motivated to work in
groups, organising responsibilities, making plans for future tasks
to be completed and helping each other with difficulties they face
along the way. These tasks encourage passionate and motivated
learners who will learn how to persevere in order to succeed.

2. Group Work

In these situations students have a responsibility to the
group to fulfil their duties and not let their team down. The
decision making, negotiation and compromising that comes with
being part of a group teaches children to stay focused on a larger
picture, not only their own personal view.

3. Purposeful Student Talk

Students make sense of the world around them through
discussion and debate. They have opportunities to work with new
ideas before being expected to complete tasks independently.
They are questioning, clarifying, discussing and reflecting. A good
leader uses these skills to take the initiative to find answers and
new ways of doing things.

4. Individualised Learning

Students learn how to process information, recognise their
strengths and weaknesses, and pursue things that interest them.
This develops passionate learners as well as developing emotional
intelligence. When students are aware of how they learn and
what interests them, they are able to react to situations that may
arise in a more knowing and thoughtful manner.

5.Teachable Moments

Stopping a class to highlight a learning opportunity or being
explicit about what and why they are doing is a powerful tool, as
children can independently copy this behaviour in a meaningful
way in the future.

The leadership qualities we develop in children will allow
our students to be more active and engaged members of the
community.
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Feature E&

Leadership in Primary
NEIFWEEE

Andrew Murray, Primary Curriculum Co-ordinator, Regency Park and Century Park Campuses, YCIS Shanghai
EERREHRE R 2 ARRENERIZEFEAndrew Murray

cross the Primary school we have listed some examples
Aof times where students play the role of leaders.
These examples show how we provide students with
opportunities within everyday school life to take the front

seat, leading their peers with support and guidance from their
teachers.

Leadership within Student Council

Year 3-6 students have to make a speech in front of their
classmates that persuade them that he or she is the best
candidate for the position in the Student Council. They have to
demonstrate that they embody the qualities of responsibility,
reliability and leadership, as well as possess good listening and
organisational skills. Once elected to the Student Council, it is a
valuable learning experience as the extra responsibility enables
the Student Council representatives to develop their leadership
skills in a multi-cultural environment. Over the course of the
academic year, the Student Council will meet to suggest and
discuss improvements and develop initiatives for the school.

Leadership and ICT

This year we created a “geek squad” of three students from
each Year 3 and Year 4 class. We called this Pudong Primary
Techies Nanos Team (PPT Nanos). The idea was to create a team
of students who could take their passion for technology and
bring it into their classrooms to share their experiences with their
classmates and teachers.

Leadership and the Environment
Chosen by teachers or classmates, the eco-monitors in each
Primary class are responsible for tasks such as paper recycling
collection, ensuring lights in classrooms are switched off and
doors are closed. The eco-monitors at YCIS set examples to others
about the importance of conserving and caring for our Earth.

Leadership during Charity Week

During our week of organised events for the benefit of our
chosen charities, Year 5 and Year 6 students brainstormed and
then created various games and activities for the rest of the
Primary students to play. The task was a big one, from planning to
organising and implementing to supervising. On Games Day, they
took the students through the activity — supervising, supporting,
praising and most importantly, leading them. Leadership in
action in a fun and community setting!
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Global Education:

Educating Future Leaders for an Ever-Shrinking World
REHE  AREAEIHERBZERREIEA

hen it comes to international schools abroad,
Wexpatriate parents are often bombarded with a long
list of school facts highlighting various aspects of
each school. One of the most common phrases mentioned is
global education. But what does this actually mean? YCIS Beijing's
Superintendent Dr Nanci Shaw discusses how the school’s

education practices craft students ready to make a difference in
the modern world.

Global vs. International

The terms international education and global education
are often used interchangeably. Dr Shaw seeks to dispel this
misconception: “There is a clear distinction between these two
classifications. A global education goes beyond awareness and
understanding of other cultures, nationalities, religions, and
languages; beyond the development of international attitudes
and universal values.” While an international education recognises
and studies different cultures from afar, a global education
goes as far as embracing those same cultures, fostering a deep
appreciation of the host culture in students in order to craft them
into more well-rounded global citizens.

East Meets West

Dr Shaw details how the school blends traditional Western
teaching methods with the culture of the host country, China:
"The concept of ‘East meets West' at YCIS Beijing implies a
shift in mind-set and state of being, an actual process of inner
transformation that results not only in seamless English and
Chinese fluency, but also in the melding of altruistic and collective
Confucian thought with Western individualism and innovation, a
stellar combined pursuit of ‘balance’ and ‘truth’ that prepares our
students to be internationally-minded and caring global citizens.”

Developing a Moral Code

Dr Shaw writes: “A true international school is grounded in a
philosophy of international mindedness and global citizenship;
ethical and principled decision-making; critical thinking and
problem solving; compassion, care, and community service;
and issues of global significance relating to the environment,
sustainable development, and human rights.” As such an
international school, the curriculum at YCIS Beijing ensures not
only that students leave the school with a high-quality education
with the necessary skills to function in the world at large, but also
the principles to appropriately guide the application of those skills
and abilities.
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Navigating Rapids
= B =

Matthew Nicholson, Co-Principal, YCIS Hong Kong Primary Section
FE P/ NEHRKEEFR

illions of dollars have been spent on it, decades spent
M researching it and countless books have been written
about it. What s it?
“Leadership”

Given all that time, money and effort, you would think that
we might have an idea what works by now, right? The reality for
school leadership is that many estimates put the average tenure
of school principals at somewhere between three and four years.
For example, in some states of the US, approximately 50% of
principals do not just change schools at the end of their tenure,
they leave the education profession altogether. Anyone who has
had a leadership role in anything knows that it is hard work.

Imagine that YCIS was a jet aircraft. Which part of the plane
would be the best analogy to describe leadership? The engines
are obvious, as they drive the plane forwards. Or could it be the
nose, always out in front? Perhaps you think leadership is best
described by the instrument panel in the cockpit, knowing what
is happening all of the time. What about the rudder controlling
direction of the aircraft, or the wings, providing lift and through
clever design, keeping the plane in the air? Maybe the body of
the plane (the fuselage) best describes leadership, as it holds
everything together.

The truth is without all of these essential parts, the aircraft is
not capable of flying, and without some of them, it is not capable
of going anywhere at all.

Schools are like airplanes in that they rely on a wide variety of
people to be leaders in a wide variety of areas. Leadership is not a
position or title, it is a set of actions that set an example to others.

When you are navigating dangerous rapids in a raft, the only
way to succeed is for everyone in the boat to sit out on the edge
and paddle really hard, even though everyone would rather be
sitting in the centre, where it is safer. The great thing about YCIS
is that in times of crisis, everyone responds with paddles in the
water. It is exactly those types of actions that are the true essence
of leadership.
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Coping with Changing Times

Pierce Wise, Head of English & IB Co-ordinator, YCIS Qingdao
B BB B E =T R IBRRE £ (EPierce Wise

age construct of educational organisations modelled on

factory principles — set times and places in which the “work”
occurs, bells to signal change in location and subject, a hierarchy
of knowledge ownership - are beginning to look hopelessly
outmoded in the network age. The Internet has of course played
a large part in this; time and place no longer limit learning, and
the relationship between knowledge, teacher and student
has changed. Teachers no longer can be viewed as “owning”
knowledge and their role no longer relaying it to willingly
receptive students, empty containers ready to be filled. With
knowledge readily available to students from myriad sources, an
educator’s role is one of facilitator. They must guide students to
interpret, evaluate and apply the knowledge in appropriate ways.
The attention in education to some extent shifts from what we
learn to how we learn.

In YCIS Qingdao, the school’s planned implementation of
the IB Diploma acknowledges the need to adjust to the changing
paradigm. The diploma differs from other curriculums as it makes
the learning of transferable skills such as communication, thinking,
self-management and research explicit, as well as demanding in-
depth study of subject-specific content.

The paradigm shift also has a profound effect on how we
view leadership. In a network age, leadership in educational
contexts is increasingly becoming a shared venture, not
hierarchical but distributed amongst school communities.
Teachers become leaders, empowered to make decisions and
affect the direction of the school; YCIS Qingdao’s recent Council
of International Schools (CIS) Self Study is an example of this,
with teachers analysing the school’s effectiveness and making

Education lies on ever shifting sands. The industrialist-

recommendations for improvement. But more than this, students
become leaders, increasingly responsible for the direction of
their learning, encouraged to lead and sustain initiatives within
and beyond the confines of the school. It is my sincere belief that
the IB Diploma, with curriculum such as Creativity, Activity and
Service (CAS), will allow students a greater degree of autonomy
and provide a more solid foundation for their professional futures.
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School Safety Patrol: Learning to Lead ﬁ

MMz2KES BAERBE

Nadia O'Neill and Logan Hanson, Grade 6 Students, YCIS Silicon Valley
WARHR SNERBEMIPERBEN

ello, our names are Nadia and Logan. We are YCIS Silicon
H Valley's safety patrol. Every morning, we go outside

to the drop off zone in the parking lot to help out. As
sixth graders, everyone in the class was offered a chance to be a
student leader. We have only nine students, and there were not
many people who wanted to volunteer.

At first, we were both shy. We were always standing too close
together, and we were a slightly nervous greeting the parents of
the school. Then, we learnt to space out along the drop off zone,
and we got less nervous interacting with all the moms and dads
who take their children to school each day.

When a car pulls up, we open the door to let the child out,
and then we help the parents get their backpacks and school
materials onto the curb. We always finish with a cheerful morning
greeting to the parents to help their day start off on a positive
note.

The parents are very happy with our work. They always thank
us for helping during this very busy time of the day, and they tell
us that we are doing a good job. Lots of the parents have come
to recognise us, and one family was so grateful that they brought
us each a bag of fruit as a thank you gift!

Working together each morning, we have learnt valuable
leadership skills. We have become great at teamwork as we figure
out solutions to multiple problems, including work distribution.
This volunteer work has also given us chances to increase our

communication skills, as we engage in conversations with parents,
and we have especially needed to communicate with each other
to do our jobs well. We are thankful for these opportunities to
become better student leaders at YCIS!
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B A% YC Characte

YC Character: Tai Aina yas chongging
EPAY) : Tai Aina sgs

ai Aina is Upper Primary Co-ordinator at YCIS Chongging,
T;avmg joined the Foundation in 2014, after more than 15
years teaching in Cambridgeshire, UK. She also co-ordinates
the Character Education Curriculum for the Primary Department.
Here, she reflects on some of the factors that have helped define
her educational philosophy to date, and the Character Education
work she has been doing with the students at YCIS.

As a classroom practitioner, my first priority is students.
From as far back as | can remember, | have always wanted a job
in which | would be able to make a tangible difference in the
lives of the people around me. | am delighted to see first-hand,
and immediately, the results of the effort | put into my work, e.g.
a pupil grasps a concept that he or she thought was difficult, or
a child who has previously struggled socially begins to nurture
strong friendships.

It was therefore a privilege to be asked to lead in the
Character Education provision in our Primary Department. Using
the Foundation-wide monthly themes as a guide, we have been
able to integrate into our lessons and activities a key philosophy
and objective of the Foundation, i.e. “to nurture in each student
an open outlook in life, respect for cultural diversity and the
beliefs and values of all people, and a sense of commitment and
social responsibility”.

In November, our theme of Humanity saw each of our
students as well as our academic staff write a few kind words in
the form of a letter of thanks to someone else within the wider
school community. During our work on the theme of Our Planet
in March, we encouraged our families to recycle their household
waste, and used it to produce stunning fashion masterpieces for
our eco-fashion show!

| strongly believe that education is not just purely about
academic achievement, but that an important part of the
educator’s role is guiding others in the task of recognising and
realising their individual potential. Furthermore, all children in my
care should leave me differently to the way they arrived, as they
continue their journey to becoming effective and fully functional
global citizens!
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US Education Scholar Explores YCIS Model
XEHEEERZEPHEREX

Mr Norm Dean (left) and Prof. Levy (middle) take photo with Dr Lydia Chan, Assistant Director

HFXEE (L

The YCIS international education and bilingual approach

VR LevyHUR (T EEERERBEE AR

which leads students to the path of their chosen tertiary

education and profession was explored by leading US
education scholar Prof. Jack Levy during a recent visit to YCIS
Hong Kong campus.

Alongside Deputy Director of YCIS Mr Norm Dean, Prof. Levy,
Chair of the Curriculum & Instruction Department at the University
of Massachusetts Boston, presented the topic of language issues
in international education with the YCIS Secondary faculty. This
selected thought-provoking theme looked at the nature of
linguistic imperialism, its pros and cons, the relationship with
culture imperialism, social mobility and the periphery role of
English across non-native English speaking countries.

Members of the faculty shared their reflections and
observations of the theme within a school of both native and
non-native English learners, including the perception that
one’s intelligence depends on one’s mastery of English and the
recognition that limited English does not reflect intellect.

On February 16, 2016, Prof. Levy visited YCIS Hong Kong,
meeting with YCIS the Directorate, faculty and students. Prof. Levy
has maintained an association with Dr Betty Chan, YCIS Director
and School Supervisor, for over a decade, via the Alliance for
International Education of which she has been an active member.
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Mural "Catchphrase”
| OBA#E | B&F

Emily Eldridge, Artist-in-Residence, YCEF 12/ 2k & #15 B X Z TR Emily Eldridge

Secondary School Art students on the creation of a mural

at the Ground Floor of the Secondary School campus. The
wall was previously painted with an old mural, but it was in rough
shape. We decided to repaint it to bring new life to the space.

The mural, entitled “Catchphrase”, features English and
Cantonese slang words, acronyms, and phrases commonly used
in language today. | wanted to create a fun illustrative mural
that explored ways to creatively depict lettering and text, and
was inspired by the work of Steve Powers (also known as ESPO)
and other contemporary sign painters and illustrators. lllustrative
text is also something | often explore in my own work. In my art
direction of this project, | chose the colour palette and overall
theme, and worked closely with students on the design and
layout of the mural. | also painted several areas and assisted
students in their painting work, to ensure they used the proper
techniques required for this difficult piece. Painting text is quite
a challenge, but the Art students rose to the task and did an
excellent job!

As a group we brainstormed funny phrases that other
Secondary students would easily relate to. We were also inspired
by “texting language”, everyday shortcuts we use as we type
on our phones. We intended the wall to have a fun, youthful,
energetic vibe, and wanted it to be brightly coloured since the
Ground Floor area is dark and windowless. The students worked
through several sketches before choosing their final designs
to paint on the wall. In the end, each student was responsible
for around 3-4 speech bubbles, but as time wore on, everyone
helped one another complete the piece.

Seven months of hard work was worth it! The wall is cheerful,
funny, and eye-catching, and students love to read it as they walk
past.

From Spring 2015 to Winter 2016, | worked with the
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ICT Mural ICT £

Esther Chow, Artist-in-Residence, YCIS Shanghai |4 1 & B3 24410 5 & 14 B8

mural in the ICT lab, | created a design with the theme of

exploration and connection. ICT allows us to stay in touch
with friends and relatives from afar and explore distant lands,
habitat and culture. | have incorporated little robots to illustrate
this idea: a Grandma-bot, Tribal-bot (inspired by the Maassai
warriors in Africa), exotic bird-bot, floral-bot and distant lands (Gers
in Mongolia).

More than 60 painters including Year 3 and 4 students,
parents, staff, as well as CAS students from Secondary, worked
hard to bring this mural alive in the classroom. We held our
breaths as we dragged the paint brushes with our not-so-steady
hands, and we walked away with a fresh appreciation of painted
lines and the enjoyment of creating together as a community.

Based on the school’s request for a motherboard-inspired
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Human Body Tunnel Books A #& rgg &

Sara Barati, Artist-in-Residence, YCEF 127 2 & # 1% Bt /X #i75X Sara Barati

very year, students in
EYear 6 study the human

body systems and
organs. As a complement to
this unit, | made tunnel books
with the students to help
them show what they learn.

First, the students worked
in their sketchbooks to
brainstorm images for their
three pages. Some students
chose to draw a person in
action, such as playing basketball, and the body parts and organs
involved. Others wanted to illustrate a body system, such as the
digestive system, and show the sequence of how parts work
together. Finally, some students chose to draw one organ and
the microscopic makeup of its structure, such as the heart and
ventricles.

Next, the students began drawing on an assortment of
coloured paper. Using coloured pencils, they added highlights,
shadows, and details. They carefully cut around their drawings.
Thinking about foreground, middle ground and background, they
pasted their images on the three pages of their books. Lastly, |

showed the students how to make accordion folds for the sides of
their tunnel books. These hold the pages together, and they also
create space to add to the 3D effect. The results were a variety of
fun, colourful illustrations about the amazing human body!
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Uniformity Turns Problem to Charity

BRARETEIEIABC

1 niformity”
| is a student
: organisation

initiated by four YCIS Hong
Kong Upper Secondary
students. We aim at recycling
old uniforms, achieving
sustainability, alleviating
poverty, and meanwhile
finding a solution to the
problem of old uniforms piling
up in students’ homes.

We have long recognised
- % the complaints from parents
that their children are growing too fast so they have to discard
the uniforms often, but there is no way to dispose of them
properly. The materials are not suited to donation, and simply
dumping them into trash bins is highly unsustainable. Thus, we
identify a problem that most clothing recycling facilitators cannot
overcome: recycling and reusing school uniforms.

Uniformity has sought collaboration from five Shenzhen local
schools, collecting around 4,000 uniforms from December 2015
to January 2016. Schools were in charge of collecting uniforms
from their students, and then the Uniformity Team brought those
uniforms to the storage rooms. Then uniforms were sterilised,
redesigned and manufactured into products such as pencil cases
or reusable shopping bags by the Uniformity team.

After products are finished, the Uniformity team hosted
charity sales for these products in the local community and in
schools. All the money collected is donated to children in a rural
primary school in China (at Liang Shan, Sichuan Province).

The entire project, including collection, sterilisation,
production, and the charity sale, ended on March 9. The
Uniformity team members travelled to the underprivileged school
that we had donated money to in rural China between March 11
and 13, in order to supervise the use of the donation and provide
any additional help if needed.

To further improve our accessibility, the Uniformity team
has created our own English website: Uniformity.wordpress.com,
and Wechat official account (Student_Uniformity). Anyone who
wishes to learn more about our project, or our current progress, is
welcome to follow us at Wechat or visit our website.
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Bringing Fun into Chinese Classes

BBR P R E T

Janie Dong, Primary Chinese Co-ordinator, YCIS Shanghai Regency Park Campus /8125 22

ne of the most important aspects of the Chinese
OAdditionaI Language (CAL) course is to maintain the

CAL students’ interests in study. We want the students
to enjoy their Chinese studies and improve their overall Chinese
learning abilities. Our new initiatives have helped us to achieve
this aim.

Recently, the CAL1 Primary students had an entirely new
Chinese Characters Dictation Competition. The CALT students
have not been learning Chinese for long, but they have already
shown their ability to read and write many Chinese characters.
They gathered in the auditorium and wrote Chinese characters
confidently. After the competition, the students were given a
certificate of participation from their teachers to encourage them
to continue on their Chinese language journey.

After the Chinese exams, our students had three weeks to
prepare activities before Christmas. The activities included CAL4
— adopted pets, CAL5 - travel poster design and CAL6 — creative
advertisements. During the activities, our students showed
their talent in design, technology knowledge and arts which
integrated with their Chinese learning. Students not only shared
different ideas from their everyday life, but practised their Chinese
expression as well,

In the future, similar events will be held during the Chinese
classes. Through a variety of activities, teachers aim to ensure the
students are enthusiastic and striving to improve their abilities in
learning Chinese.
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A Celebration of Writing
BIENEE

Melissa Shaw & Sarah Zarzo, English PLC Co-Chairs, YCIS Shanghai &2

elebrating writing and finding authentic opportunities
Cfor our students to write about has been a topic of

great discussion for the English Professional Learning
Community (PLC) this year. One of our goals has been to create
experiential writing opportunities for our students, outside
their formal English lesson, to reinforce the fact that writing has
meaning and purpose. We believe that it is important for our
students to learn that writing has a message and that they can
write to share their thoughts, feelings and ideas. In addition
to this, we wanted to provide an audience so that their work
is valued and can be seen to impact those in the school's
community.

As Charity Week was our first school event, it was a perfect
opportunity to organise our first writing experience based on the
activities around this week. Teachers captured these opportunities
with the children to talk and reflect on what had been happening,
with everyone having the time to share their thoughts and
opinions.

An additional feature of bringing purposeful and relevant
writing experiences to the children is ensuring that we
build a community sense of appreciation for the efforts and
achievements of our budding authors. Through inviting the
children to share their writing with their friends and in the class,
the children gain a heightened level of motivation as they
experience a greater sense of accomplishment, purpose, and
satisfaction. Displaying their writing around the school gives
the added feeling of being an author and sense of pride. At the
same time, we suggest and encourage parents and children to
join together at home with writing projects, for example, a family
journal in which all members of the family sit together and write

HriEER

Eti&# P YCIS Shanghai

HIEHE ¥ BB B F F Melissa Shaw & Sarah Zarzo

something to share. Activities such as this will add emotional
value to writing for your child and grow into a treasured keepsake
in the years to come.

Along with Charity Week, the PLC offered fun writing
prompts during Christmas festivities and have just shared
activities in honour of the Year of the Monkey as we begin our
Chinese New Year celebrations! So pick up those pencils and “write

1"

on!
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The Stories of Zen
R E

Juliet Ji, Year 6 Chinese Teacher, YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus _E/8 B 4IBH & N E AR XEMCIEE

en is a term of Chinese Buddhism and it is a way of life
Zpractice. The purpose and process is for cultivating the
mind.

The Year 6 students of Honggiao Campus learnt the theme
of “The Stories of Zen" in recent Chinese Studies Course. The
stories of Zen are thought provoking Buddhist stories which
contain abundant philosophies. These stories are normally funny
and short.

In class, the students were focused on listening to the
stories of Zen, such as: “Send You a Bright Moon” and “The Gift".
They watched the cartoons “Jigong Plays Cricket” and “A Deer
of Nine Colours” as well. Under the guidance of the teacher, the
students experienced Zen in the stories and felt the wisdom of
Zen. They communicated with each other and summarised Zen
from the stories during group discussions. They also shared the
stories of Zen they already know with great interest. Finally, the
students drew their favourite story plots on paper and wrote their
understanding of the stories in Chinese or English.

The Year 6 students have not only learnt a lot of stories
of Zen, but also learnt a lot about the truth of life through the
themed learning of “The Stories of Zen".
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A Talk by National First-Class Performer of Kunqu

— &R BB H iE S 2R A

Michael Zhou, Student, Year 13, YCIS Shanghai Century Park Campus E/8BHh it @ ARRE + = FRBLFRE

n January 6, Century

Park Campus invited

Shen Yili, a national
first-class performer of Kunqu
(Kunqu opera), to have a talk
with IB students from both
Pudong and Puxi sites. The
topic was about her career of
Kunqu.

Ms Shen, who graduated
from Shanghai Theatre
Academy, marked the 30th
anniversary of her Kunqu
career this year. She shared
her experience of performing
Kunqu operas. She said, “For an actor, even if you play one opera
for many times, each time is unique because you have different
emotions and understanding of the words. The rhythm is
distinctive each time." Also, she introduced to us the traditional
Kungu notation, called "Gongche notation", which proved to be
unexpectedly enlightening to the audience.

At the talk, Ms Shen performed a section of Peony Pavilion
called “Shanpoyang”. The piece is used in the novel Dream in
the Deserted Garden, written by Bai Xianyong, which IB students
are learning in their Literature course. The talk and performance
expanded students’ Chinese literature knowledge as well as
providing them more angles when they do literature analysis and
creative writing.
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A Wonderful Concert Remembered Forever

KATRMES

Cherry Chen, Music Education Co-ordinator, YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus /&R IR S S LM E T TRE

ur 2015 Winter Concert, “The First Christmas Story”
Ovvas held on Thursday evening, December 10, in the

Hongagiao Campus C Building Gym. In order to heighten
the joyous festival atmosphere, the audience was greeted by a
special welcome ensemble performance in the C Building foyer
before the concert started. Students from the Ensemble and
String Group were playing familiar Christmas songs to parents
waiting to enter the gym. Parents and guests were attracted
by the beautiful melody and took pictures and videos of them.
Our guests also enjoyed hand-made Christmas cookies in warm
surroundings.

After 6 p.m., the audience entered the glistening concert
venue and started a wonderful musical journey with the opening
performance “Sleigh Ride” by the Honggiao Campus Orchestra
team. The choirs slowly entered the gym and sang along with
the heartwarming piano accompaniment — “Make a wish for
Christmas, make it from your heart. Who can know what may
grow from one tiny seed”. The highlight of this year’s winter
concert was that it combined the Honggiao Orchestra, choirs and
the Bible Club to present a comprehensive performance with
symphony, musical play and children’s chorus.

In the central acting area, students from the Bible Club gave
us a fantastic performance of the Nativity. At intervals, choir
students from both side stages were singing touching songs with
their pure voice, accompanied by a live orchestra, which was
received with rounds of warm applause and enthusiastic cheers.

In order to record this precious event, we arranged for a
professional team from an outsourced company to make a video
of the concert. The company set up three specialised cameras and
a camera jib for this video shooting so that they could capture
each performing student’s serious attitude, graceful gestures and
beautiful voice from a range of angles. This wonderful night will
forever be remembered by this video.
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Musical Transports Audiences Back to the 80’s
BRBTFRERER/NTEK

n November 19
and 20, students of
YCIS Beijing’s Drama

programme performed Back to
the 80’s for packed audiences.
FLOHRY Tickets of the two shows were
sold out a week in advance, showing both the dedication of the
YCIS Beijing community to school events and the strength of the
school’'s Drama programme. Daniel Pearton, Head Drama Teacher
at YCIS Beijing and Director of this year's musical, gave a few
remarks on this year's performance:

“The show itself was a huge success and highlighted the
commitment and motivation of our students to make the show
what it was. From the high energy dance routines to Jerry Cha
performing as Corey Jr. belting out ‘Glory of Love’, the show kept
the audience engaged and entertained from beginning to end.

“For all students involved in the cast, band, artists, and
crew, | congratulate you on your efforts and commitment
throughout the last two and a half months. | would also like to
thank the efforts of my colleagues Lianne Yu (Musical Director),
John Hardt (Pianist), Aimee Frederes (Assistant Director), Mr Mao
(Choreography), Elizabeth Briel (Backdrops), and Alastair Dawson
(Trumpeter) for your absolute commitment to make the show the
success it was.”

The arts are an important aspect of our lives which enrich
and teach us so much. The success of this year's production is
a timely reminder of how much joy and learning can be gained
from being involved in such a performance. The students will
remember this experience as a positive and rewarding one,
helping them to grow emotionally, socially, and intellectually
throughout the whole process. Congratulations to all students
involved and thank you for taking us “Back to the 80's"!
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Marking 10 Years of

{t®®@® YCIS Beijing

IGCSE Accreditation and Excellence
BHERKIGCSERERTBTTEURTFRHEERSE

CIS Beijing is this year celebrating 10 years of accreditation
and high achievement in the International General
Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) programme,

the longest consecutive period of accreditation for any secondary
school in Beijing.

Dan Sandifer-Stech -

The IGCSE programme, a core piece of the Cambridge
International Examinations, is an internationally acclaimed
curriculum and set of examinations for students aged 14-16
recognised by leading universities worldwide. Students passing
these examinations are well-equipped for further study in the IB
Diploma Programme, also an academically rigorous curriculum
designed to prepare students for study at world-class universities.
YCIS Beijing students have posted excellent results in years past,
with four students from the most recent Year 11 class receiving
“Top in China” awards.
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A Model for Compassion and Kindness
Dan Sandifer-Stech i {ZZ k77

CIS Beijing's late School and University Guidance
YCounseIlor Dan Sandifer-Stech passed away from a heart

attack on January 11, 2016, a true shock to his family,
friends, colleagues, and many students who have benefited from
his thoughtfulness and compassion. Despite joining the YCIS
Beijing community in just August of last year, Mr Sandifer-Stech
was an integral part of our student support team and had a great
impact on the school.

Mr Sandifer-Stech brought energy and life to every activity in
which he became engaged. Whether it was spending time talking
with an individual student, a family, or with staff, his considered,
cheerful yet persuasive manner always brought with it a calm
consideration for the needs of others. He connected with people
and he connected people. He was an active initiator, a quiet
persuader, and an empathetic friend. He will be missed and so
many of us feel privileged to have known and worked with him
over the past six months. Our love and prayers go out to his wife
Gwen and his three daughters.
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Share a Smile FHiEH%

Daniel Li, Year 13 Student, YCIS Chongqing R + = F RS E T4

ll ake a thousand people smile today!” Do you think it
is a mission impossible?

On November 24, 2015, 50 students from YCIS
Chongqing enthusiastically took up this challenge! They embarked
on a Smile Campaign that took them throughout Chongging,
handing out stickers designed by two students and taking pictures
of the resultant smiles.

The location we visited was Paradise Walk in Guanyingiao
area, where five floors and hundreds of stores provided an ample
number of sticker recipients. We targeted pedestrians who wore
frowns, those who looked like they needed cheering, and did
our best to brighten their days. The rain proved to be only a
little obstacle to YCIS students: the kids were indefatigable and
determinedly shared stickers and laughs with shoppers, attendants,
and workers, in stores, elevators, and even outside in the rain.
Expecting nothing in return, they ran up to the gloomy passers-
by, holding out the stickers, explaining and demonstrating the tall
goal of 1,000 smiles. Their actions were immediately rewarded with
a grin that spread across the face of the recipients, who happily
accepted the stickers. Although the teachers had prepared an
entire bag of stickers, the students managed to exhaust the store
by the trip’s end. This campaign left Chongging a thousand smiles
richer and filled two school buses with exhausted but completely
satisfied students.

This project was inspired by a video in which six-year-old
Jaden Hayes, who, after losing both of his parents and going
through dark times, decided that he would help improve the
lives of others. He launched the Smile Campaign, giving gifts to
strangers with the goal of collecting 33,000 smiles.

During the course of our trip, we were able to show that
goodwill does not require reason: being able to see the smiles of
hundreds and thousands of people and spreading happiness on a
rainy day is reward in itself.
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The 5th Annual Christmas Shoebox Drive
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love and charity”, and during Christmas our students uphold

that idea with the annual Christmas Shoebox Drive. This
year, we continued our tradition by making a trip to Zhuoxi Primary
School, a rural school that we have supported through the Seeds
of Hope charity and our own fundraisers.

On the morning of December 17, our student volunteers
came to school ready for a day on the road, and after packing
over 10 large bags of Christmas gifts into a school bus, they all
piled in and got comfortable for the four-hour journey to Zhuoxi.
Unfortunately, massive traffic jams stood in the way of their
expedition and delayed their arrival by three hours. Despite being
restless and hungry, our students brushed this setback aside
and entered the school full of enthusiasm and excitement. They
dispersed into their designated classrooms and handed out boxes
full of toys, candies, snacks, winter clothing, stationery, and more.
Due to our late arrival, the Zhuoxi students were unfortunately
unable to participate in games and activities with our children as in
previous years, but the joy and smiles we witnessed made the trip
all the more worthwhile.

We gave Zhuoxi students Christmas gifts last year, and we
have also been working on larger projects to improve their learning
environment, such as building a new kitchen and cafeteria and
providing brand new desks and chairs for every classroom. These

T he third line of the YCIS motto is “Yew Chung will align with

acts of kindness and charity are something we are extremely proud
of and expect to continue even more so in the future, for kindness,
compassion, and generosity are some of the most valuable
characteristics an individual can possess.
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Ball Reminiscent of a Faraway Fairytale

24
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rriving at the Great Hall where 2015 Winter Snow Ball was
Aheld, YCIS Chongging students wore dazzling dresses

and smart suits instead of their usual school uniforms. The
venue was lit with glowing hues of blue and white reminiscent of
a faraway fairytale.

On December 11, 2015, Secondary Student Council
organised Winter Snowball of the year in recognition of the hard
work and long hours students had put in to prepare for semester
exams. Student Council members worked hard to put together a
night of food, performances, music, and movies to ring in another
successful first semester.

Tasty food was served thanks to the catering restaurant
enlisted by the Student Council as well as our generous parents.
While enjoying the food, our well-dressed patrons had their eyes
glued to the performances by different parties including the Year
7 and 8 classes, YCIS Rock Band, and a dance troupe.

After the spirited performances, our students danced to the
music presented by DJ William Ouyang for hours on end. The
students finally had a chance to ease up after their intense testing
sessions.

Becoming a new YCIS Chongging Secondary tradition, this
year's dance was also the first event that our Student Council
members planned and organised independently. Our teachers
were impressed by what a group of students were able to achieve
on their own.
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Another Spectacular Book Week

alik
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t YCIS Chongging, the importance of reading is always
Aemphasised and students are highly encouraged to read

books. To reinforce this, Book Week is held annually so
that the students have the opportunity to take part in a variety
of different activities which show that reading can be a lot of fun
and enjoyed by everybody.

The 8th annual Book Week was held from November 2-5,
2015. It was a week filled with fun activities with all the students
involved, from ECE to Secondary.

The Lower Secondary students took part in a Book Week
Jeopardy Quiz which saw them competing in groups to answer
a range of questions related to books. The Year 8s were the very
excited eventual winners of the pizza party offered to the winning
team. Meanwhile, the Upper Secondary students took part in a
book scavenger hunt. There was much activity as they competed
to be the first team to find all the clues hidden on various parts of
the campus.

In Primary, a wide range of activities took place, including a
competition of reading in “extreme” conditions, “mixed-up” fairy
tales, buddy reading, book recommendations in Chinese, writing
a story/book and designing a front cover for a book. There was
even a pyjama party where students wore their favourite pyjamas,
found a comfortable place, and read a book.

As English books are difficult to find in Chongging, two
companies brought thousands of books for our annual book
fair, with students and parents having the opportunity to make
purchases.

The highlight of the week was the Character Parade during
which students and teachers had the opportunity to dress up as
a book character. Prizes were given for “best costume” and “most
creative costume” for each class. There was much laughter and
excitement from the students as they saw their teachers dressed
up.

All-in-all, it was another busy, fun-filled and successful Book
Week!
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A Red Carpet Christmas 22 5 41 #

n December 15, 2015, YCIS Chongging held the annual
O Primary Christmas Concert at its gymnasium, transforming

the venue from a noisy arena of bouncing balls and
shrieking whistles to a serene venue of subtle whispers, hushed
lights, and good cheer.

Themed as a “Red Carpet Christmas”, the concert saw classes
present scenes of Christmas movie classics premiering at famous
locations around the world: A Charlie Brown Christmas filmed in
Thailand, The Polar Express en route to India, A Muppet Christmas
Carol in its traditional London setting, Frozen premiering on the
streets of New York City and many more.

The presentations wowed the crowd, warming the hearts of
parents, relatives, and friends on a bitter cold December night,
thus creating a grand time had by all!
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ECE’s Concert of Great Festivity /1 5 =B F % &

ith the end of the first school term comes the festive
Wseason - cold weather, excited children, the holidays,
and of course, Christmas concerts!

December 17, 2015 was the turn of the YCIS Chongging ECE
children to show everyone how to get into the Christmas spirit,
and they did not disappoint!

After weeks of preparation, the ECE Christmas activity went
smoothly and was a great success. The Chongging weather even
played its part, giving us a sunny, cold and frosty morning to
complement the festivities.

The morning started with a slideshow of Christmas photos -
past and present — that the ECE teachers had prepared, to show
children and parents how we celebrate Christmas in our native
countries.

K3 and K4 then separately sang some wonderful Christmas
songs before a joint rendition of “Jingle Bells” and “We Wish You a
Merry Christmas”.

To end the morning off on a high note, Santa Claus paid
a visit and handed out Christmas gifts to the excited children
followed by a Christmas snack feast!
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Impressive Results at SCISAC Soccer Tournament
ETEEFEREEASEXBERERA

teams travelled to an extremely cold and wet Nanjing.

The YCIS Girls team got the tournament off to a start,
with their first match against their Taiwanese rivals, vy Collegiate
Academy (ICA), finishing 5-0. The boys would see the same match
up as the girls in their first game of the tournament. Feeding off
the energy of the girls’ victory, the boys started the match off
confidently and soon found themselves ahead. The ICA team
was just not strong enough on the day and YCIS came out 11-0
victors.

Day Two of the tournament was met with cold but
fortunately dry conditions. The girl's team managed to continue
in the same form as the previous day and remained undefeated
for the tournament, winning 3 out of 3 hard-fought matches. The
day started off slow for the boys, with a tough loss against the
host school Nanjing International School (NIS). They, however, did
not let this result ruin the rest of their day and came back strongly
to win their final two matches.

On Day Three, the girls entered the playoffs in 1st place. This
saw them face the host school NIS for the first round of the semi-
finals and pulled out a 4-0 victory, allowing them to progress to
the finals against Hong Kong Academy (HKA). The girls dominated
and secured the tournament title for the third year in a row with a
6-2 win.

Our boys started the 3rd day with a final robin game win
against Xiamen International School to secure their spot in 2nd
place going into the semi-final round. The second game of the
day was against 3rd ranked The International School of Macao.
The hard-fought battle resulted in a 3-2 win and secured their
spot in the finals. However, the boys could not continue their
victory and came out runners up to very worthy tournament
winners.

These were an excellent set of results for our soccer teams
who made YCIS Chongging proud both on and off the field.

O n November 12, 2015, the YCIS Chongqing SCISAC Soccer
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Goat Eye Dissection in IGCSE Science

28
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here are many
memories that students
will keep with them

long after their time at YCIS.
Time with friends and teachers

i will be strong memories for
decades to come, but there are also some individual class lessons
that are so engaging and impactful that students will never forget
them.

Secondary Science teacher Robert Hodge teaches many
such lessons. For a recent IGCSE Biology class, Year 11 students
continued their anatomy studies by dissecting goat eyeballs!
Dressed in white lab coats, and with safety gloves and goggles,
students spent the afternoon examining the cornea, iris and other
parts of the eye, while other Primary and Secondary students
stopped by the science lab to observe.

It is possible that this lesson inspired future ophthalmologists,
though at the very least, it certainly helped instil in students a love
of science and a memory they will not soon forget!
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Christmas Concert and Christmas on Ice
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fter weeks of preparation, YCIS Qingdao held its
2015 Christmas Concert at Huangdao Campus. The

gymnasium was transformed into a theatre, with a huge

stage, professional lighting and sound system, and a three-metre
tall Christmas tree! Performances ranged from violin ensembles
and solo piano sonatas to Christmas carols sung by Primary
students and our Secondary rock band’s rendition of Wham's “Last
Christmas”.

Every December, in celebration of the holiday season, YCIS
Qingdao hosts a Christmas Concert for students to showcase
their musical talents and to share with family and friends what
they have been learning throughout the semester.

After the concert, students and families were invited to
take shuttle buses to a local ice skating rink for an evening of
fun at the Christmas on Ice event sponsored by the Qingdao
International Community Centre. In addition to ice skating, some
of the activities included ice bowling, snow carts, ice limbo,
dancing performances by Olympic figure skating contestants, and
a special appearance by Santal
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Bridge Building Adventure &1 2 fix

Irene Chang, Preschool Extended Day Teacher, YCIS Silicon Valley (Translated by Scott Jaw, Preschool Assistant Teacher, YCIS Silicon Valley)
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began their bridge building adventure. At the beginning, the

students shared their own personal experiences with bridges.
Then, through pictures and videos, they learnt about different
types of bridges such as arch, beam, suspension, truss, and cross-
sea bridges. This led the students to actively discuss two major
questions: Why do people build bridges and how do people build
a structurally sound bridge? The children put forward their own
answers and ideas, “We build bridges so we don't fall into the
seal” “After we build the bridge you can come to my side to play
and | can go to your side to play.” “If we want to build a strong
bridge, we have to put a lot of big pillars under the bridge!”

A few days later, their unique ideas were demonstrated in
their own graphic designs and blueprints of bridges. Finally, they
were ready to physically build the bridge. The students were
encouraged to follow two important principles. First, the students
needed to find and collect their own resources in the school.
Second, the students worked co-operatively with teammates to
create their bridges.

In the first week, the students used cartons, boxes, and plastic
bottles to build their bridge. During construction, they constantly
checked to see if the boxes were shaking. One time when the
bridge was unstable, a student said, “Let’s use some long sticky
tape to make the boxes a little tighter.”

During the second week, the students decided to use the
blue imagination blocks to build an arch bridge. They placed
a few of the curved blocks in the centre to complete the arch
bridge. They walked back and forth and said, ‘I walked over the
arch bridge to get here from the other side.” The children were
proud and excited to be able to build their own bridge.

I n November 2015, the three- and four-year-old students
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In the third week, they collected cardboard tennis ball cans,
which were donated by parents. They used these cans with
wooden blocks from the classroom to build a railroad bridge.
The students connected many toy trains together to create a
long freight train. They put the train on the bridge and drove it
across. When the train reached the other side of the bridge they
encountered a problem. The train fell off at the end of the bridge
after the train tracks ended. The students decided to build a stair-
like track, which allowed the train travel down one step at a time.

This design allowed the train to avoid falling down and safely
reach the other side.

During the last week, the students used seven different types
of blocks to build two separate cities and a bridge. One child said,
“The bridge connects the cities together.”

developed their teamwork, critical thinking, creativity, and
problem-solving skills and also learnt how to approach new
challenges. This project truly showed that these young students
are capable of anything they put their minds to.
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In our miraculous bridge-building adventure, the students
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Kong Camerata Strings — to provide unique ensemble
training and all round musicianship. It is directed by
renowned Chamber Music Educator Jeremy Williams, who has
played with famous international chamber orchestras including
Academy of St Martin in the Fields, London Sinfonietta and Nash
Ensemble.
We have been exploring the vast string orchestra repertoire.
The students' musical knowledge is greatly enhanced as well as
improved in their rhythmic awareness, sound production and
tone quality. They learn to listen and balance their playing in
an intimate group size. It is a successful start for the new strings
orchestra. Hope to see you in the Camerata concert in the near
future!
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London Alumni Gathering 2016 % & X 18 4 & b

Herbert Cheng, Alumni Relations Officer, YCEF #2HP# B # R R /50 =T E S

arlier in January, the Alumni Relations Office held the

E London Alumni Gathering in Covent Garden, central

London, bringing together close to 60 participants of
alumni from YCIS in Hong Kong, Shanghai and Beijing, along
with former teachers, staff members and guests. It was truly a
memorable occasion!

The event started off with a delicious Thai buffet lunch,
followed by a lot of mingling between our alumni and friends. A
video highlighting school events of different Yew Chung and Yew
Wah campuses was shown throughout the event. Representatives
from Hong Kong also delivered a short presentation on the recent
happenings and upcoming plans to keep everyone updated on
the latest developments, and how they could get involved.

The gathering continued with more mingling, chatting,
photo-taking, and greetings. To end the official rundown, there
was a lucky draw session where Dr Betty Chan, our Director, was
invited to draw the prize winners. There were a total of 10 prizes
given out.

To make this day even more memorable for our alumni
and friends, the Alumni Relations Office took Polaroid photos
for participants and distributed them in cards with a thank-you
message and a meaningful quote that perfectly describes the
special bond between our alumni and friends: “As we go on, we
remember all the times we had together. And as our lives change,
come whatever, we will still be friends forever.”

2016 will indeed be yet another event-packed year for alumni
and friends. The Office is currently devoting its time to developing
the Alumni Mentorship Programme, Alumni Internship
Programme (with current students), while also preparing for the
YCIS Open Day and Alumni Homecoming Day. Stay tuned to our
Facebook news feed and/or website (www.ycywalumni.com) for
the latest updates!
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Yew Chung Education Foundation

20 Somerset Road, Kowloon Tong, Hong Kong
BEILEERMEE2055

Tel T3E ¢ (852) 23387106

Fax fEX : (852) 23046713

Website 48 &
www.ycef.com

YCIS Hong Kong

2 Kent Road, Kowloon Tong, Hong Kong
FRNEEREE2R

Tel E3E ¢ (852) 23387106

Fax f5H : (852) 23046713

YCIS Shanghai

18 West Rong Hua Road, Gubei New Area,
Shanghai 201103, P.R.C.

FhE e AL H R AR EE P X 1857201103
Tel E5E : (8621) 62195910

Fax fHH : (8621) 6219 0675

YCIS Beijing

Honglingjin Park, 5 Houbalizhuang, Chaoyang District,
Beijing 100025, P.R.C.

B R ARG & & )\ R EE55R AL B A [E 100025
Tel E:E : (8610) 8583 3731

Fax {§E : (8610) 8583 2734

YCIS Chonggqing

No. 2, Huxia Street, Yuan Yang Town,

New Northern Zone, Chongqging 401122, PR.C.
B S AL AR T R A B RN B 257401122
Tel =3 ¢ (8623) 8879 1000

Fax {5 : (8623) 8879 1646

YCIS Qingdao

72 Taihangshan Road, Economic & Technology Development Zone,
Huangdao, Shandong 266555, P.R.C.

R ELLERE B B AR A BT B 3 @ R AT I B 7257266555

Tel R : (86532) 8699 5551

Fax fEX : (86532) 8687 0099

YCIS Silicon Valley

310 Easy Street, Mountain View, CA 94043, USA
Tel &5 : (1-650) 903 0986

Fax {42 : (1-650) 903 0976

*Each school is independently registered and operated % & 821X 15 58 37 4 i&

Website 48 5
www.ycis-schools.com
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