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B Ei % Director's Message

A Special Service to Help Each Student

Reach Their Potential
AR EME A RBIRZR

Dr Betty Chan Po-king, Director X EsfR (R IR 1§+

t YCIS, we provide a special service for our Secondary B EARNEAEHEARRPEHBERE—IBIFRIIRS -
Astudents through the University Guidance Programme, — EBIZ2 AR B PIRROBEFBE - AKEREZERFAE -
which helps students to plan their education and Eit BT EEEE RN ERREASREERNEREE
professional futures and guide them through the university B - Hh—fugi - REF2ERMEEHEEME @R ARENE(M]
application process. IR - W E 24 TEEE AR B IRERARNER) - 5—u
When YCIS Beijing students were asked how they can take 243 - BREHREBRKRIFTESEER S AFEARERERM -
advantage of the university application resources available at SANBRENEBENENREEMENMIINREREE

the school, one said the school’s University Guidance Counsellor  BJKE - HMEFR - ASASEEMET SN GBFESZ) BT
will definitely help them answer any questions they have about EFHEEZE - [RAMISUELE - WE R MERNFE
universities, and that the counsellor is also extremely helpful with 2 < ]

personal statements. Another shared that the visits from university BPABENTERS  TEHRRAEAZ5E - L/ERHR3

representatives the school arranged are a very good chance to ﬁﬁiﬁm%_iz?ﬁ%qﬂj{%ﬁﬁ BZEVRERZ M RERRE

ask any questions they have about particular universities. 28 PEREFLHA—E AEEREHESES R MRS
The students’ observations are telling testaments of how — REREEEAIR

valuable this service is in helping students to gain admission to B E—GENER - RPN HEHERE —EIP/ 2SR

their best fit universities. The underlying cause for its success is SBHFEERE - Bt FIRIARRITHER - R T RBABRERIE
spelt out by one of our University Guidance Counsellors, who 24 - BPIMAZASHECEF2ENERES ]U__Lﬁtﬁi
writes in this issue of YC Links: “We care deeply about FREREEER - ERtaM2EERAEREN TS

each student as an individual and try our best to cater
to each of their individual needs.”

With students’ needs as our main priority, we
continue to expand the reach of our University
Guidance Programme. At the 2nd annual YCIS
University Festival, held at YCIS Shanghai in March,
as many as 119 universities were represented
from around the world, nearly doubling last years’
inaugural event and thus providing more chances
for our students to meet face-to-face with
university representatives from all over the world.

YCIS is a through-train school where we
build students’ all-round development from
early childhood education through primary to
secondary, laying a sound foundation for their future pursuits.
Apart from university admission and career preparation, our
University Guidance Programme focuses on student’s personal
and character development by establishing strong moral values
that will help each reach their potential as individuals and
members of our global society.
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YCIS Shanghai University Festival
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The Role of a University Guidance Officer

AT 2R B R

t YCIS Shanghai Century Park Campus, the University

Guidance Officer’s role is to prepare students for a

successful future. This most often entails academic,
university and career preparation. Yet it also focuses on student’s
personal and character development by establishing strong moral
values that will help each reach their potential as individuals and
members of our global society.

Much of this work occurs in the university course that is
unique to YCIS as the university counsellor has the opportunity to
teach all Upper Secondary students during the six-day cycle. This
time is crucial to developing individual career interests, a working
university list of choices, and opportunities for presentations from
career professionals and university representatives from a host of
countries and industries. The counsellor at Century Park Campus
also provides opportunities to discuss important teen issues that
impact the daily lives of our students.

Beyond this course, there are several ways the University
Guidance Officer assists students. Foremost, he acts as a fierce
and caring student advocate as each pupil advances through the
school until they secure university placement. Beginning in Year
10, the University Guidance Officer shares a road map of success
in order to let students thoroughly understand the essential
requirements to qualify for university admissions. This process
accelerates in Year 12 and 13 as students complete required
applications to universities in a wide number of countries.

In conjunction with this preparation, the University Guidance
Officer plans and executes important school events. This year,
Century Park Campus will continue partnering with local
professional companies in law, medicine, business, the arts and
other industries in our Job Shadow Programme for all Year 11
students. We will also introduce new academic awards and offer
further advantages for students through our first International

Summer Programmes
Fair, Careers Day, and
University Applications
Guide website. All efforts
lead to graduation
where we
celebrate
the

successes of our L

students. The I '

University Guidance :

Officer at Century .

Park Campus is

always available for

individual and family
appointments.
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Strengthening University
Guidance Programme

AT e U B Bk BT Bl 1w

Ashley Mendes, University Guidance Counsellor, YCIS Qingdao
S ERFAEFEFEE Ashley Mendes
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CIS Qingdao is the newest Yew Chung school with its

cohort of graduating students. Despite being the smallest

YCIS school, we care deeply about each student as an
individual and try our best to cater to each of their individual
needs.

A special service that we provide our Secondary students is
our University Guidance Programme. Through this programme,
we help students to plan their education and professional futures,
in addition to guiding them through the university application
process.

There are four students in this year's graduating class. We
have spent a great deal of time together in determining their
prospective careers and where they want to attend university.
They have worked diligently on their applications, and we are
excited that our students have received offers of admission from
some of the world’s best schools, including University College
London, King's College London, the University of Manchester, and
the University of Hong Kong.

University Guidance classes are now in place for students
from Year 10 to Year 13, allowing them an early start to think and
prepare for their life after graduating from YCIS. In addition, our
Year 11 students will be getting their first taste of work experience
through internships lined up for them in June.

YCIS Qingdao continues to grow each year. We are now
pleased to be able to offer the IB Diploma Programme, which
we hope will draw more students to our campus so that we can
continue to-build our learning community.

We are also increasing the reach of our University Guidance
Programme. This year over 20 universities visited our campus
including Cornell University, Vanderbilt University, University of
Chicago, and Johns Hopkins University from the US and for the

first time, top Korean universities Yonsei University and Sogang
University. Additionally, our Korean liaison officer recently went
to Seoul to personally meet with university admissions officers in
order to strengthen the relationship between Korean universities
and YCIS Qingdao. We believe that great things are in store for
the future of YCIS Qingdao’s University Guidance Programme.
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YC Character: Susie Wiltshire vas seijing
12 A4 : Susie Wiltshire jy=d
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e spoke with YCIS Beijing’s new University Guidance
WCounsellor Susie Wiltshire on her new role and

the unique advantages that the school's university
guidance services offer.

What did you do before joining YCIS Beijing?

Previously, | worked as a lecturer in UK Russell Group
universities, designing and delivering undergraduate and master’s
degree programmes in Criminology. | have been a prolific
academic researcher, publishing findings in leading international
journals on issues pertaining to youth. | have also done a lot
of research and consultancy work for government, including
being a Ministerial Advisor for Parliament in Criminal Justice. At
Cambridge International Curriculum Centre of Beijing Normal
University, | was Head of Department of Humanities, teaching A
Level History and Sociology.
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What does your role as University Guidance Counsellor at YCIS
Beijing involve?

The role is extremely broad but underpinned by a concern
of advising and directing students towards researching and
selecting best fit universities. The role involves working directly
with students and also with stakeholders and other interested
parties, including teachers and administrative staff, universities
across the globe, and parents.

What inherent benefits do you think an international school
education gives university applicants?

Students who have received an international education often
bring different viewpoints and experiences to the classroom.
Universities recognise this and are particularly enthused by the
range of international applications that they receive.

How is the YCIS university guidance programme unique?

Our university guidance programme is unique because we
work as part of a team which offers student support as soon as
the child enters the school and across all year groups. Specifically,
a structured programme is designed for Years 12 and 13 to
ensure successful transition to university and other post school
options. We are not just one school but part of a foundation with
a network that works collaboratively to share information and
resources about universities to benefit all of our students.

What do you think about your job here?
At YCIS Beijing, my job is quite different from previous
roles, though it does involve working with students, drawing on

vﬁﬂg“

»#\

previous knowledge that | accrued. For the role to be successful,
it requires a dual focus on intricate detail in addition to not losing
sight of the bigger picture. This is challenging because students
represent many nationalities and apply for universities all over the
world. The higher education landscape is continually evolving to
match shifting trends in labour. Keeping up with this at the same
time as supporting student applications is quite demanding. But
most importantly, | enjoy working with students and helping
them towards their future learning journeys.
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More Innovative and

Hands-on Experiences for Students
AEBERME S QN A R

ur Scientist-in-Residence (SiR) Mr Kit Tso has established
Oand is the host of the VEX Robotics Club and the

Engineering Club. Without having to work on fixed
“projects”, students can learn what they wish to learn and apply
the newly acquired skills and knowledge. Students in these
groups are highly motivated and enjoy every meeting. Here are
some thoughts from the students:

(Royce Yu, Year 12C) The YCIS Engineering Club is aimed at
providing an environment for students interested in engineering
fields to work together on projects and to refine and apply their
skills acquired from STEM classes. | hope that this club to be
a group that can come up with and work together on many
engineering projects.

(Ada Wong, Year 8A) The YCIS VEX Robotics Club is the
perfect place for computer science enthusiasts and robot lovers.
In our lessons, we learn to construct VEX robots following the
steps in the instruction manuals under the guidance of our keen
instructors. We devise arenas and mini games once our robots
are properly built. In addition, we learn computer programming.
Apart from building knowledge in the field of computer science,
we also learn how to co-operate and work together as a team.

BRRIERSIR) BRI ERY TVEXEE A NMINMKESS
B NMRERYETH [THE ] AMB4naBEgay
RIS « DA FE AT S M BAE FI AN - 24T/ AR
HREHEE o LN ERHEBAR— LBk

( +=FHEBLE Royce Yu) HEEES/ MAREALKETE
FEBHSLERE—@RE - KRATKIEE - WEBZMEA MR
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Experimental Paintings with Secondary

2y =
|:|:| B En = %f I ‘EE iy =5
= HBEH- R | frr===1
Esther Chow, Artist-in-Residence, YCIS Shangha _t /8 18 - BE R 247 5 B 14 87

= ogether with Secondary
Tstudents across year levels,
we created experimental
paintings in groups on circular
canvases. The paintings became
a part of the Cosmos installation
by Shanghainese artist Ma Jin
in a group exhibition titled “Life.
Death.Transition” in Tongji University Museum.

With no limitations other than the surface of the canvases,
we had the freedom to paint, draw and collage anything! Given
a very short work time during lunch recesses, we had to make
decisions quickly and intuitively. We tried different techniques
and effects with masking tape, spray bottles and collage, adding
layer upon layer. Drip painting was fun too!

When the works of art were installed, we had the pleasure
of meeting the artist and curator, Ma Jin, for a private tour
of the exhibition. Among many thought-provoking videos,
paintings, photography and sculpture by more than 30 local and
international artists, we were most fascinated by the various forms
of 3D calligraphy, and of course, seeing our own work out in the
world!

HETRFRNTEE—RE—LEEM LAET BEfRtE
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Graffiti Workshop in Shanghai #1814

Rajko Ivanisevic, Artist-in-Residence 4% E1l7% Rajko Ivanisevic

iiin b ol ens i L

ur Artists-in-Residence organised an artist workshop
Oin May on YCIS Shanghai's campus. This workshop
gathered four AiRs from Yew Wah and Yew Chung in
Shanghai and Chongging - Mark Montgomery, Rajko Ivanisevic,
Ester Chow and Elena Hasnas. Before we started the mural, we
discussed graffiti, street art and modern art — it was a way to get
inspired and get ideas to start the project.
| 'am very satisfied with the end result of our efforts,
considering that this was the first time the resident artists had
painted using spray cans. We ended up with a very colourful
wall, which showcased our individual styles together. It was more
than just a blending of styles: each of us has different cultural
backgrounds and nationality, and we each offered and expressed
our own cultural identity through art. Our mural shows how it is
possible to mix different art styles and make them work together
as one. | believe this represents our school's ideology : unity of
different cultures.
I am very happy that | had the opportunity to share my
graffiti skills and | truly hope we will have more opportunities like
this in the future.

SACHZ7THNIRE LEREENBPRFABETREME
(Mark Montgomery - Rajko Ivanisevic - E1&RAFIElena Hasnas)
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Violin and Piano Masterclasses and Concert

MMEERREAMMER GRS

Music Division invited Mr Jeremy Williams and Dr Yeung Yu
to conduct violin and piano masterclasses in YCIS Shanghai,
which were well attended and received with enthusiasm. Ms
Yuen Yum San, Head of Junior Strings Programme for YCIS/YWIES,
supported the llIP violin teachers in a workshop, sharing teaching
and communication ideas. Ms San also worked with the Primary 1
to 3 violin classes where the children enjoyed many musical games.
Mr Williams worked with both the Primary and Secondary
orchestras which culminated in a concert that included a
performance by Mr Williams and Dr Yu playing works by
Beethoven, Rachmaninov and Kreisler. This was followed by both
orchestras playing music they have been preparing. The finale
of the concert was an exciting collaboration of Bach’s Air on the
G String, performed by the joint orchestras, The concert was
performed to a house full of parents who enjoyed the music in
the vibrant atmosphere.

F rom February 27 to March 3, Fellows-in-Residence and the

HREWR
MBI E T
Jeremy Williams
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YCIS Receives Trusted Brand Gold Award

for 7th Consecutive Year
MHEELFEES [EE2miE]

Gold Trusted Brand Awards were given to products and
services that led the polls in their fields.

“Trust is essential and hard earned, sometimes across
generations, and can translate to all important profits and jobs”
says Louisa Waterson, Managing Editor of Reader’s Digest of Asia
Pacific.

The award not only represents the recognition of the unique
education offered by YCIS, but also evidences the effectiveness of
its continuous pursuit of global education.

BAPERERNEEERHEBRESEATRRR - B

20115 - BHPEEEELEN (BEXH) [EERE] 8
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HEHE 78,0005 HEEE  XFHERETMAMERR - B
BEE IR - BREE - REKRIERE - 44 BRI EMM
R - T RPN E RSN RERERRM - BELEF1,2008%
MESETEENE  BREMREARM (EEXHE) 7% -

R AR BB ERNRENRE - WA T/NER
Yevv Chung International School (YCIS) is again widely HE%%%:iiﬁ '

recognised by the community for its trustworthiness and

g

credibility. YCIS was voted as the Reader's Digest Trusted *omE

. . ,  fBE
Brand by the respondents in the category of “international school e,
and won the Gold Award for seven continuous years since 2011. ‘E\Jj T

The Reader’s Digest Most Trusted Brands Survey is now in its * ‘iﬁi -
19th year and is recognised as the most objective and influential * - i . . L
MBS RS ERBBHREAREMRE  FeRESE-

poll, when it comes to rating the brands and services that people o o _ = AP
of Hong Kong trust the most. Catalyst, a highly recognised (HAEXH) AR @FLouisa Watersonx T - [{5HE=

independent market research agency was commissioned to RAISER - IRZAS - AREERBEBRFRAMNFEEES
conduct the independent poll, and to ensure results were REHE - ERACIARNR - bR TIFMER - |
compiled in an objective manner using proven methodology. B BRES  MERHEARIRT BEERASOSE -

Over 8,000 consumers across Asia including Hong R TR S REBEBIRNHE NP -
Kong, Singapore, Malaysia, Taiwan and the Philippines, were
surveyed on their attitudes and perceptions of brands across 44
categories of products and services. 1,200 people of Hong Kong,
both members of the public and Reader’s Digest subscribers
participated in the study.

Consumers were asked to rate the brands they nominated
on six qualitative criteria:

« Trustworthiness & Credibility

- Quality

«Value

«Understanding of Customer Needs

«Innovation

« Social Responsibility
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YCIS Joins The Nature Conservancy

for Earth Day 2017

FERPEAXBARERS SHHIKBEH

event which takes place annually on April 22. Embedded

within the YCIS philosophy is the acknowledgement
of sustainability and care for our environment and animal
kingdom. This year, YCIS joined the global eco-charity The
Nature Conservancy to bring Earth Day to Hong Kong, in a full
public event. Dr Betty Chan, Director of Yew Chung International
Schools, led the opening of the occasion by saying, “Today,
around the world, millions of people are recognising Earth Day
and the absolute necessity for our love and care for sustainability.
With more and more worldwide awareness of the serious
situation within our living world, we should make every effort, big
or small, to give our planet the best chance to sustain itself.”

The event provided activities for all ages; with textural soil
and water play for the very young, where they were able to get
their hands “stuck in” with feeling earth, moisture and rocks
hidden within. Snails were examined through transparent boxes,
munching on cucumbers. Primary aged children learnt more
about the endangered rhinoceros and made awareness posters.
Secondary science teachers led an “adopt a plant” campaign
which saw families plant propagated small cuttings, learning
about "Mother Tongue” being a high oxygen producer.

Children and adults were able to shop at the plentiful eco-
friendly vendors' booths, which sold natural products and
products from eco-friendly sources. Vendors donated at least 20%
of their day’'s revenue to The Nature Conservancy. Interspersed
through the event was a stimulating programme of music, arts
and dance. The talents of Yew Chung Arts & Language Centre
(YALC) children wowed everyone in attendance and we were
particularly honoured to showcase the Wells Cathedral Jazz Band,
from the UK, which gave us a soulful musical background. Raising
the "roof” was the energetic threesome of the African Drumming
and Dance Connection; their beat got folks swinging!

Our gratitude goes out to all who came together to
raise awareness for a sustainable way of life on our planet
for generations to come and our event partners, The Nature
Conservancy. The event raised many thousands of Hong Kong
dollars which were donated directly to the charity.

Earth Day, which hails from the US, is a globally recognised
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A Learning Community for Parents Too!

KEtEEELE !

Roseline Yang, Community Relations Officer, YCIS Shanghai Regency Park Campus
PERTHREREERMEEEITIER

common advice: “be a role-model for your child”. Guiding

or motivating your child to do something or interact
appropriately within the family and in the outside world is not
enough. Children will learn much faster through your actions!

We would like to share how the initiatives of some of our
parents to share their skills and interests have inspired others to
do the same and make life at school even more meaningful.

In January, a YCIS parent Kathy Hall launched a workout
group with some other parents. This group has been meeting
twice a week in the school gym and has been working hard
under the supervision of “Coach Kathy”. Parents of this group
have become much closer as they support each other not only
for fitness but also with parenting advice.

Fiona Zhang, another YCIS parent, approached me more or
less at the same time to ask for a room to be available for yoga
practice with some other parents! They also have been meeting
twice a week and have formed a YCIS Parent Yoga Club. This
has also been a great opportunity for them to exchange tips
for relaxation, ideas for better educating their children and for
preparing activities for the Global Child Day in May!

In the same month, Alberto Caballero, another YCIS parent,
offered to share his knowledge about self-defence and personal
protection not only with the parent community but also with the
teachers and staff of the school. Other activities including a prayer
group, non-contact boxing and flow yoga have also recently
begun.

When children see their parents at school, they ask them
what they are doing. When the parents share that they are
going to practise a sport or to help the school with a project, the
children can be seen with a smile on their faces, showing their
sense of pride in having a parent who sets a good example for
them!

Ifyou read any books about parenting, you will find this
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Celebrating Week of the Young Child

2 # A 5L E A iE B

Veronica Martin, ECE Co-ordinator, YCIS Shanghai Regency Park Campus /&1 # ) 2 B4R & 402 1 5 XUk

t YCIS we believe that learning through play is the most
Ameaningful and effective way for young children to learn

and explore the world. While playing and having fun
exploring, children are making meaning from their own world.

From April 24-28, the annual Week of the Young Child is
celebrated worldwide. It is an initiative of the National Association
for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) whose aim is to
celebrate early learning, young children, their teachers and
families. Our school decided to take part in this event as it is an
opportunity to further explore the ECE learning environment. As
such, the class teachers will focus upon a different experience
each day for the ECE children.

Music Monday — The students were engaged in music
activities to celebrate the love and joy of music. Children enjoyed
listening to the rhythm and beats of different songs. Music is a
great way to have children learn about language; it is often the
first area where children begin saying new words.

Nutrition Tuesday — The youngest learners were served up
fun as they mixed, mashed and measured their way through the
day. Food themed activities support the understanding of health,
fitness and good eating habits.

Work Together Wednesday — The focus of this day was on
the students working together and co-operating to explore
engineering skills.

Artistic Thursday — The focus on this day was finding their
inner artist by exploring different methods of art: pasting,

Celebréte
of the Young Child

painting, sequences, glitter and other mediums.

Friday Family Fun Day - Our families were invited to the
school for outdoor activities in which children and parents played
together. The highlight was the picnic lunch afterwards.

The Week of the Young Child was a great way to celebrate
our young learners and all those who help them develop.
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Environmentally Aware Community

T ERIRIRES

Roseline Yang, Community Relations Officer, YCIS Shanghai Regency Park Campus /&2t R ER &2t R E 8T 5%

very year, Regency Park
ECampus celebrates

Earth Day by dedicating
a whole week to raise
awareness of the importance
of how to care for and protect
the environment. In reality, this
is not only a week-long event,
but a continuous process
across the years involving
every student from ECE to
Secondary across different
subject areas and throughout
daily life at school.

At the beginning of the
year, the children reviewed the
3Rs (Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle) and were constantly encouraged
to develop environmentally-friendly habits. Some class teachers
have kept emphasising waste-free-snack Wednesday and our
Primary Art Teacher Anita Dai has made it a priority for all Year 5
students to only do art with recycled materials.

In Semester One, the students sold Christmas decorations
and tote bags to raise money for the Million Tree Project,
enabling Secondary students to raise enough money to meet the
requirement for the trip to Inner Mongolia to plant trees! In the

Semester Two, students have been focusing on the endangered
animal species.
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Happy to Read sEZ % &

Justine Tyler, Primary Curriculum Co-ordinator, YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus /& 1R FR 4T 5 & /)

month long in March!

The first week of Book Month saw children come to
school dressed in their pajamas and excitedly looking forward
to sharing books with the adults who came into school to read.
Clutching their hot chocolate, they heard tales of adventure and
excitement.

We were very privileged to welcome two authors. Chinese
author, Zhang Yu, who has written a series of children’s books
about school and home life. The children enjoyed Zhang Yu's
presentation as it connected to their own daily lives. She also
engaged the children in activities that promoted writing skills.
International author, illustrator and animator, Trevor Lai, known for
his Boomi and Piggy in Love characters, entertained the children
with his warmth and charisma..

The school also ran a charity book sale to raise money for the
Library Project which supplies books and libraries to rural schools.
Other events included buddy reading with another class, a
Chinese storytelling competition, parent reading workshops and
various activities in the library.

YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus celebrated reading all
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ECE Parents Activity Morning

22 E = BE F iE B)

Song Lin, ECE Co-ordinator & Doug Arnold, Acting ECE Co-ordinator, YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus

ISR AT R R A F AR AR S 4 FEL I EDoug Arnold

our Exploratory Play sessions with their children on March

16, 2017. Parents could see and feel for themselves first-
hand how the children engage in different games and interact
with people and their surroundings. All of these skills and
attitudes are developed while they discover their own interests
and explore different ways of learning through the learning
engagements on offer in the classroom.

Following the Parents Activity Morning, parents also
participated with great enthusiasm in the information sessions on
“Expressive Arts and Design” and “Emergent Mathematics” in the
ECE classrooms. These workshops were designed to give parents

ECE parents at Honggiao Campus had a great time during

a deeper understanding of how children learn best in these two
areas and what strategies can be used to support their child
during this critical stage of development.
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Fun Time Playing “Five in a Row”
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Lily Sun, Year 6B Co-Teacher, YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus /R eI B & N ERBIZMZEE

hinese culture has spanned centuries and is quite
Cprofound. A small rectangle “Five in a Row" checkerboard

represents one of the most splendid aspects of Chinese
culture. This game is both entertaining and challenging to play.

Five in a Row originated from ancient China, and it was a
common board game for two players. The player who lines up
five chess pieces first is the winner. Recently, Year 6 students
learnt the history of Five in a Row, rules of playing the game and
how to watch the game as a spectator. We held Five in a Row
competitions among classes. Everyone enjoyed playing it!

At the beginning, students had no idea how to play the
game. However, they became experts at it with practice. Some
students even developed their own strategies to play the game.
Students realised that it was polite and respectful to watch a
game without whispering to each other. They learnt that players
cannot randomly change their minds once a move has been
made. This rule not only applies to playing a game, but also to our
real life.
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Make Learning Visible
REEERR

Anna King and Maggie Shao, K4D Co-Teachers, YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus
BB IR RS hHEKADII AR ETAnna King & BB A %

t YCIS Shanghai, we aim to make learning visible in
Aorder to help with the teachers' own reflections; to give

feedback to students in addition to other stakeholders
within the school. Teachers ensure that documentation is
collaborative and is always kept current and developed according
to the students’ needs.

Inside the Classroom

As Co-Teachers, we need to see the learning in order to
assess the children’s needs and understand or reflect together on
how we can introduce next steps. We use visual, on-going mind
maps for reflection and discussion and to record happenings “in
the moment”.

This promotes recognition of different interests within a
project and shows individual children’s thinking. We collaborate
with the children on what kind of environment they want for
their role-play area to assist them in learning through play. We
talk to them about their ideas and work, individually, as a group
or class, scribing their thoughts and comments to read back later
in discussion to reflect upon. Recording the children’s comments
visually helps make sense of important work and thought
processes. These recordings are left up in class, used in displays,
put in portfolios or taken home and proudly displayed on the
refrigerator door for the family to talk about. In class, the children
are free to review their portfolios whenever they want.

Outside the Classroom

Other teachers, school staff, children from other classes
and parents can be inspired by the learning displays in corridors
and classrooms. When the children see the learning, they gain
confidence and self-esteem and can be motivated to reflect,
move on and develop new ideas. When the parents see the
learning, it can help them learn more about the process rather
than seeing their child’'s work as a finished piece of class work
in a display about “what we did". Ideally, displays should help
people learn about learning in an ECE environment and promote
questions and discussion with their child and the teacher.

Eti&# P YCIS Shanghai

Displays and information
are presented to show the
learning journey of the class
and each individual’s journey
within that interest.
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Transition Workshops Prepare Students

for Changes

B A T AR B B B 2 i e e

Adrienne Bradbury, School Counsellor, YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus /2 HR ST 512 & 1% & 8 28 5 Adrienne Bradbury

throughout the entire Year 6 year level to help prepare
our students for the imminent changes they are about to
experience in their school life.

Some students are moving to our Secondary school
campus in Gubei and the objective for these students in
preparation for this transition is to help them discuss, talk openly
and share with each other any thoughts, questions, curiosities,
worries, anxieties they may have; and support them to find
strategies to cope with the transition.

The workshop begins with normalising the changes in mood
associated with change and labelling different feelings which
may arise. Students may feel a combination of any or all of these
feelings, ranging from excitement, fear, anxiety to stress about the
forthcoming changes, but these transition workshops will explain
how the brain and body responds to these feelings.

In groups, the students can discuss and share their thoughts.
Physiological responses to thoughts will then be identified, and
students will work together to scribe on life size outlines of their
body, heart pounding, dry mouth, palms sweating, etc. Strategies
are explored and ideas shared to help manage the individual
responses to transition, resolve problems and build resilience.
Some of the more irrational fears are alleviated simply by talking.

Once the students have experienced their first few weeks of
Year 7 at Gubei Campus, further workshops will be arranged to
revisit their responses to their transition period. Discussions and
activities will take place to determine which strategies are useful
in helping to increase awareness, manage feelings and build
resilience to support themselves and their relationships during
this challenging time.

I n June 2017, a series of transition workshops will be delivered
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Seeds of Hope Trip #2Z#EF ik

Chris Perks, School Chaplain, Seeds of Hope Co-ordinator China, YCIS Shanghai /8 BEER kAR B[R [#F2E 7 25k B & AChris Perks
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line taken out of the school motto, or another fundraising

opportunity, it is also an opportunity for the students
to have their lives challenged and matured in ways outside a
classroom.

At the recent Seeds of Hope Concert held in Shanghai, | was
once again reminded of the variety of opportunities our students
have and how their lives are shaped and molded by events such
as this concert. Character is most certainly developed in the hours
of practising, collaborating with other students and teachers and
by being patient, as you wait your turn to perform.

Seeds of Hope trips to our sister schools in rural China are
another way that our students can experience growth and have
their lives shaped. YCIS Shanghai Gubei Campus recently visited
the Seeds of Hope School in Qufu, Shandong Province and was
given the opportunity to lead, teach, participate and interact with
students from the school there. One of the students remarked
that this was her best trip ever at YCIS.

YCIS Shanghai Century Park -
Campus visited the Seeds of
Hope School in Xiuning, Anhui
Province, where the students not
only participated in activities in the
classroom, but were also able to walk
around the village and take a hike up
Yellow Mountain.

These trips are wonderful
opportunities for our students to
“stretch” their capacity and extend
themselves in areas that they are not
used to. The impact on their lives is
immeasurable!

H ere at YCIS Shanghai, “Love and Charity” is more than a
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Career Talks Invigorate

Secondary Internship Interest
BEBESIZPFELSHTERNER

IGCSE programme now have even greater opportunities

for learning outside the classroom thanks to the Year 11
Internship Programme. Aimed at giving students real world work
experience and connections they can utilise after graduation, the
programme partners a variety of companies to ensure participants
have access to a field in which they are interested in.

As a prelude to this summer programme, business owners
and professionals were invited to the YCIS Beijing to speak to our
students about their respective industries and work experience,
and offer helpful tips and advice on how to properly apply for a
job.

While we have led career talks annually for many years,
this year we were able to invite companies who will be offering
internship programmes to our Year 11 students to give both
sides the opportunity to meet face to face. Students were broken
into small groups with one employer each so that they could
ask specific questions. The students were not only made aware
of the fact that a great deal of hard work is necessary to become
successful, but they also saw how important it is to be creative,
willing to take risks, and to be able to think outside the box.

These career talks challenged many students’ previous plans
for life after school; after talking to professionals from so many
different industries, they have realised there are many things out
there for them to try and discover!

Joining the Year 11 Internship Programme, students will
train as an intern at a variety of businesses in Beijing in the
corresponding industries that they wish to explore for two
weeks before the beginning of their summer holiday. They will
be fully accountable to the company, just like with any real job,
gaining both valuable work experience and connections with the
company for future opportunities.

We hope students will get a number of life skills that are
best taught outside of the classroom in real-world working
environments, such as how to present oneself professionally,
punctuality, and so on. These are skills that will benefit them
immensely beyond their school life.

Students in the Yew Chung International School of Beijing’s
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Exploring Cambodia ®R#HERZE Z ik

made our week-long Upper Secondary trip to Siem Reap in

Cambodia from February 27 to March 5. The programme had
sustainable service at its core as well as an emphasis on cultural
and historical exploration so as to understand the context of
current day Cambodia in order to consider potential roadmaps
for recovery and ongoing development.

We spent our time at two schools for under-privileged
students — ABC's and Rice and JB Foundation — which both
provide free education in English to hundreds of Cambodian
children who would otherwise be forced to work as subsistence
farmers. Moreover, both schools provide a stable job for
Cambodian teachers. They appreciated our students visiting the
schools and dedicating time to improving and decorating their
facilities as well as interacting and engaging with Cambodian
children through art, language and sport activities.

Additionally, the programme allowed us to visit Angkor Wat,
the ancient and majestic former capital of the Khmer Empire and
one of the most sacred and well-preserved Hindu and Buddhist
sites in the world. Other highlights included visiting a floating
village on the Tonle Sap Lake, attending the fantastic Phare Circus
and cooking and eating traditional Cambodian delicacies at a
cooking class.

Before the trip, YCIS Chongging held a “24-Hour Fasting
Challenge” on February 13 to help students feel empathy
with Cambodian children as well as to raise money to support
the project. Students raised more than US$2,000 to support
schools and students in Siem Reap. After months of preparation,
fundraising for volunteer service, and researching into Cambodian
culture and history, our students embarked on a journey that
tested them physically, challenged them mentally, and touched
them emotionally.

I n a first for YCIS Chongging, 51 students from Years 10-13
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No More Food Waste #t 42 ;R &

CIS believes fostering environmental consciousness is
Yan important part of students’ education that shall be

implemented not only in their study but also in their
everyday life.

From this semester onwards, YCIS Chongging is trying to
reduce food waste as part of many strategies the school will
undertake to improve the school’s sustainability.

The project begins with a series of “environmentally
conscious” activities on campus, and it will soon be joined by
other initiatives to make YCIS Chongging a more sustainable part
of our wider community.

Students are encouraged to think about what they pack for
their lunch, how much food they ask for and what food they can
save for another meal. Two bins have been set up in the canteen
to have an on-going weekly house competition to see which
house wastes the least food during their daily lunch. Weekly
weighing is facilitated by the aiyis and 100 points will be awarded
to the winning house fortnightly. Grey bins in the canteen have
been designated “Dry Waste Bins". Everyone places their wrappers,
bottles, paper plates, etc., into the grey bins but absolutely no
food. The next step in the initiative is to appropriately recycle
these materials.

During the activity, all students were invited to make posters
to be used to decorate the canteen to remind everyone not to
waste food.

All teachers and staff are also participants in this competition,
and there is a staff bin which is also weighed. Teaching students
how to politely ask for less food from the canteen staff in
mandarin and plan their meals was a key tool delivered in form
time.

Initial results have indicated that as a school, YCIS Chongging
may be able to reduce their food waste by half. As always, leading
by example (with a little healthy competition) is a great way to
maintain some of the momentum for this meaningful initiative!
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5B#® % YCIS Qingdao

Easter Eggstravaganza 18 & &1 B 7 i& &)

Courtney Leedy, Parent Relations Officer & School Counsellor, YCIS Qingdao
T BIRP R B 2R EER Courtney Leedy

most important days of the year. It is a time for students to
reflect on the meaning and history of Easter, while having
a lot of fun in the process.

This year, activities began in the 5th floor hallway where
students joined in an Easter Bonnet Parade. Students used their
creativity to make their own decorative Easter bonnets and then
showed them off to the student body in a fashion show.

After the parade, students, teachers and parents all gathered
in the school lobby where we had an Easter Bake sale. Parents
brought many tasty homemade snacks and treats for purchase,
with all proceeds going to our Seeds of Hope charity fund.

During the rest of the morning, students visited stations set
up around the school, joining activities including Easter crafts,
Easter egg painting, egg relay races, sack races, and a bouncy
castle on our sports field.

In the evening, members of the Qingdao community were
invited to YCIS Qingdao and Qingdao International Community
Centre (QICC) Easter Eggstravaganza. There was a delicious buffet

At YCIS Qingdao, our annual Easter celebration is one of the

meal from a German restaurant, as well as an Easter egg hunt,
face painting, Easter bunny lantern making, and pifatas.
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Rockets Away!

57!

Rob Stratton and Ivy Du, Year 4 Teachers, YCIS Qingdao 7 B2/ PUF 4 Z/MRob Stratton & 12

n April 10, a group of students from a local school in
O Hong Kong visited YCIS Qingdao. Our Year 4 students

mixed with them and formed eight groups for a science
activity on the field.

Mr Rob Stratton showed everyone a bottle rocket that he
made and explained how to build one. Students then worked
together to design and make a nose cone and wings for their
bottle out of cardboard. They also used a tennis ball under the
nose cone.

Finally, it was launch time. Each team came forward, put 1/3
of a bottle of water inside their rocket and helped to attach it. We
pumped air into the rockets, counted down from five and then all
watched the rockets take off.

It was a beautiful sunny morning and the activity was a very
interesting and fun way to learn about physics. It was clear that all
students enjoyed the activity and our friends from Hong Kong will
remember it as a highlight of their trip.
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An Educational and Exploratory Costa Rica Trip

26

SHERMZA B A
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Nadia O'Neill, 7th Grade Student, YCIS Silicon Valley £ A2 5 4+ £E 4% £2 4 Nadia O’Neill

one-week educational trip to Costa Rica during our Spring

break. Unlike the Fifth Grade China trip, some parents came
as well. It was a part of the world we had not seen before with a
language, Spanish, unfamiliar to us.

During the trip, we enjoyed lots of educational activities,
such as zip lining (Newton'’s Laws of Motion), horseback riding
(equine husbandry), and planting trees (biodiversity). We also had
free time to hang out, explore the nearby area, or go shopping.
We went to a volcano, a rain forest and a beach. There were lots
of animals to see, such as sloths, monkeys, macaws, and iguanas.
We learnt about different types of animals, and their behaviour.
For our philanthropy, we delivered classroom supplies to a local
school and played a great game of soccer with their students!

The Costa Rica trip was a lot of fun and gave us the chance to
learn a lot about Costa Rican culture and people and the natural
resources of the country.

Ten YCIS Silicon Valley middle school students enjoyed a
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My Reflection on the Trip to China & z ik & &

an 11-day trip to Beijing and Xi'an in mid-April this year with
two teachers of Chinese. Here, they share their impressions
of this trip:

The Great Wall (Max Polosky)

One of my favourite parts of the China trip was going onto the
Great Wall. The tour guide talked briefly about the history of the
wall and everything on it and | was imagining the life of a soldier
guarding the wall. The best part of it is: tobogganing down the
wall. I went slowly, but then became hungry for speed. | tried to go
full speed, but a “SLOW" sign stopped me from doing so.

Acrobatic Show at Chaoyang Theatre (Justin Kwan)

We went to the Chaoyang Theatre to watch an acrobatics
show one night in Beijing. The performance | liked the best
was watching the acrobats jump through hula hoops. They
first stacked two small hula-hoops, and then put a big hoop on
top. They would all jump through one by one. Some would do
cartwheels, some backflips, and some front flips. They eventually
stacked six small hula hoops with a big one on top. | can't believe
they still managed to jump through with ease and grace!

Visiting a Local Beijing School (Tevin Ding & Makena Tom)

Among the many interesting activities during our stay in
Beijing, what | remember the best is the visit to Yu Quan School
Attached to Capital Normal University. We attended classes,
including Language, Reading, Culture, Calligraphy, and Crafts. |
really enjoyed the Culture class. We put on traditional scholar's
costumes and recited Rules of the Disciples.

Terracotta Warriors and Horses (Max Polosky)

The main goal of our Xi'an trip was to visit the archeological
site of the terracotta warriors. We saw many standing ones and
crouching ones. It was spectacular and breathtaking!

Xi'an's Morning Market and City Wall (Tevin Ding)

We went to a morning market in Xi'an. The market was
extremely crowded. There were all kinds of vegetables and fruit.
We also visited Xi'an's city wall, which is about 13.9 kilometres
long. There is a "horse face” every 120 metres. This ingenious
design was to eliminate the blind spots when archers shot from
the top of the wall towards enemies who came from the bottom.
The Chinese in ancient times were indeed really smart!

Tvvelve 5th Grade students from YCIS Silicon Valley went on

Visit a Local Xi'an School (Vienna Zhang)

We visited the Elementary School Attached to the
Technology University of Xi'an. The Chinese students put on some
wonderful performances for us. We recited two Tang poems and
Rules of the Disciples. The Xi'an students were all very bubbly and
kind. That visit was so much fun!
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Yew Chung Education Foundation

20 Somerset Road, Kowloon Tong, Hong Keng
FE AN W iE200

Tel W& : +852 23387106

Fax {7 : +852 2304 6713

Website & EL
www.ycef.com

¥CI5 Hong Kong

2 Kent Road, Kowloon Tong, Hong Kong
il N MR 25

Tel W5 : +852 2338 7106

Fax {%0 : +852 2304 6713

¥CI5 Shanghai

18 West Rong Hua Road, Gubei New Area,
Shanghai 201103, RR.C.

o LT AL E R B 185201103
Tel Wi : 48621 2226 7666

Fax {80 : +8621 2226 7616

YCIS Beijing
Honglingjin Park, 5 Houbalizhuang, Chaoyang District,
Beijing 100025, RR.C.

o [ Ak e v O A B i N R A SRR AT 4 rh 22 (1 00025
Tel WEE : +8610 8583 3731

Fax {71 : +8610 8583 2734

¥CI5 Chongging

Mo. 2, Huxia Street, Yuan Yang Town,

Mew Morthern Zone, Chongging 401122, RR.C.
hEERHILERE R AARE2R401122
Tel W% : +8623 8879 1600

Fax {810 : +B623 8879 1646

YCIS Qingdao

72 Taihangshan Road, Economic & Technology Development Zone,
Huangdao, Shandong 266555, PR.C.

i [ L B 8 TR A 3 0 ) B I AT 1L 3 7 25 266555

Tel WES : +86532 B699 5551

Fax {434 : +86532 B687 0099

¥CIS Silicon Valley

310 Easy Street, Mountain View, CA 94043, USA
Tel Wi : +1 650 903 0986

Fax {830 : +1 650 903 0976

*Each school is independently registered and operated 8RS8 5 E TR0 E

Website 81 &
www.ycis-schools.com
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