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Increasing the Profile of Science

=X BE )i

Dr Betty Chan Po-king, Director 1% B[R Ex 18+

s educationalists, we believe that children have an innate
Adesire to explore, discover and test their observations

about the world around them in order to make meaning
for themselves. With the belief that no society can be successful
in the 21st century without its children having a strong scientific
background, we at Yew Chung have made efforts to increase the
profile of science within the curriculum.

Steps taken to enhance our science education have been
the installation of a full-time Science Co-Teacher and Scientist-
in-Residence (SIR). The Science Co-Teacher in Primary works in
tandem with the homeroom teachers to create science lessons
based on the topic units. The SIR works with all year levels to
organise related activities, one of which is the Family Science
Magic Night, which was well received by students and parents
as being a fun and educational event. Our efforts have not only
increased the science profile within the curriculum, but within the
entire Yew Chung community.

Science education starts in the Early Childhood Education
Section and carries on through to Primary and Secondary. In the
early years, children are provided with opportunities to discover
and learn through play and hands-on experiences. In later years,
scientific learning becomes more formalised, but continues
to place emphasis on hands-on experiments that encourage
students to have fun and feel engaged in addition to developing
inquiry skills.

Inquiry is not confined to science subjects, but occurs in
other curriculum areas, such as Art and Design, Communication
and Language, Mathematics, Literacy and Understanding the
World. Inquiry breeds critical thinking and scientific mind which
are indeed vital to every subject of the curriculum and aspect of
life.

Yew Chung is always looking for ways to meet the future
needs of our students. In line with a portion of the YCIS motto,
“To Align with Science and Technology”, we will continue to
make science a key subject of the curriculum to prepare the
next generation to succeed in a new era of scientific and human
development.
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acience Exploration
Nurturing Inguiring Minds for the 21st Century

is fun and engaging, students love it. Children are natural-born scientists. They have

an innate desire to explore, discover, test and create meaning about the world around
them. By fostering children’s natural curiosity and wonder, and encouraging children to make
observations, ask questions, test ideas, discuss and explain their discoveries, YCIS teachers
nurture their students’ creative and critical thinking skills.
In the early years, children discover and learn through play and hands-on experiences. Teachers
provide many opportunities and materials for children to investigate and explore. They support
children in asking questions and working out their own solutions to problems as they delve
deeply into topics of interest.
As children transition into the primary and secondary years, scientific learning and inquiry
becomes more formalised but the emphasis on hands-on, active learning continues. Students
develop their critical thinking and scientific inquiry skills through investigation of age-
appropriate questions about the physical and material world. For example, at YCIS Silicon Valley,
while preschoolers learn about motion and energy by playing and experimenting with a variety
of ramps and rolling objects, older students learn more complex concepts about the same topic.
Hands-on science learning in the classroom is further enriched by field trips, guest speakers,
annual Science Day or Science Fair and other science events throughout the year. At YCIS, not
only are inquiring minds nurtured but a passion for science is ignited.

At YCIS, we believe that young children learn science best by doing science. When science
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Exploring the Science of
Motion in Preschool
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The recent introduction of new ramps, tunnels and balls led to

many questions as preschoolers at YCIS Silicon Valley began to

experiment with motion and energy. Once they started asking
questions about ramps and how they work, they began to see ramps
everywhere! “I think the ball can go down the tree ramp”, said one
child pointing to a tree trunk. The children experimented with ramps of
different materials and tested many angles, “Build this end higher. The
ball gets in the tunnel!” They noticed that the higher the ramp’s angle, the
faster objects travel, “Look at this steep mountain ramp! The ball is so fast
down it," observed one child. They tested rolling various types and sizes of
objects to compare how fast they rolled. They made connections about
their discoveries and worked together to solve problems, “This is so slow;
we need to make it up higher.” Through this investigation, preschoolers
not only gained confidence in making inquiry, but grew as collaborators
working with their peers and teachers to solve problems creatively.
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Ccience Makes

Us Better Thinkers

Jennifer Mills, Primary Curriculum Co-ordinator, YCIS Beijing
Jb R A/ NERTR E (T Jennifer Mills
(e,

academic development. We have a well-developed,

sequential and meaningful Science curriculum. We take
a hands-on approach to teaching Science and as a result of this
the children’s imaginations are fired and they become inspired
explorers of the world they live in.

Children are naturally curious and teachers can tap into
this innate curiosity to channel the children’s thinking to
better understand the world. We seek to stimulate a children’s
imagination by providing practical scientific opportunities that
engage the children as learners. The topics YCIS Beijing students
study allow them to develop critical thinking skills which enable
them to analyse information and understand complex issues of
a scientific nature. The Science programme at YCIS Beijing allows
the students to develop their ability to make connections to
issues on a broader scale and become confident observers.

Science at YCIS Beijing plays a pivotal part in a child’s overall
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Ccience Reflections
B2k

Jennifer Mills, Primary Curriculum Co-ordinator, YCIS Beijing
bR/ NERIZE EJennifer Mills

t YCIS Beijing all students participate in a Science
Aprogramme that has been designed to arouse curiosity,

develop an enquiring mind and heighten the student’s
understanding of the scientific world whilst encapsulating both
domestic and environmental contexts.

Recent scientific investigations by the Year 6 students at
YCIS Beijing have seen them embark on a range of scientific
investigations into light reflection. The students investigated
how underwater periscopes functioned and then designed and
constructed ones of their own.

The students were then given the opportunity to use mirrors
to create a maze of light reflections. They learnt that in order to
reflect light they need to bounce a light source off of a reflective
surface. The children created dramatic reflections as the light
from a torch beam bounced off mirrors that the students had
placed with precision to capture the light beams and create a
“light maze"!

At YCIS Beijing, our students are given the knowledge and
skills to use science in relation to the world they live in and
how they interact with it which enables them to draw logical
conclusions and to explain their observations of life.
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Learning Science with
Family in a Fun Way
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CIS Hong Kong is always looking for ways to meet the

Y future needs of our students. No society can be successful

in the 21st century without their children having a strong

scientific background. With this in mind, we have taken two

important steps to increase the profile of science within the
curriculum.

First, there is now a full time Science Co-Teacher in the
Primary section. The Science Co-Teacher works in tandem with
the homeroom teachers to create science lessons based on the
topic units. If Year 3 are studying the geography of Hong Kong,
then the science lesson may focus on rocks and soil and then
give the students the opportunity to create their own fossils. The
Science teacher brings hands-on experiments into the classroom
and gives the students a greater understanding of what science
is and how it is involved in their everyday lives. By using the Co-
Teacher model, homeroom teachers can use the Science lessons
to reference and reinforce areas within their topic units.

Mel Flanagan, Year 5 Team Leader explained how the
children are benefited, “During each topic the children learn
about the science background, making use of the Science
teacher’s specialist knowledge. They are then encouraged to pose
questions themselves before working as a team to carry out full
investigations, allowing them to be real life scientists.”

Second, we are lucky to have our own Scientist-in-Residence
(SIR). This is a floating position that allows the SIR to work with all
year levels. The position is ever expanding; whether setting up
visiting speakers, leading an After-School Activity, teaching a class,
or acting as a liaison between Primary and Secondary Science
teachers. The Scientist-in-Residence is helping to increase the
profile of Science with the students and parents.
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Children Are Natural Scientists
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Virlu Guapo, ECE Teacher, YCIS Hong Kong
BB RP HHZEERDVirlu Guapo o
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I n ECE, we believe that children are competent and capable at

any age. A scientist is defined as a person who asks questions
and then researches through observations and engages in
experiments to obtain a conclusion. Children have a natural
curiosity and desire to learn about their world around them. They
accomplish this by using their senses to observe and explore
their environment; asking questions constantly and engaging in
experiments through play; then constructing knowledge through
their discoveries. Therefore, we must conclude that all children are
scientists, at any age.
We encourage and cultivate natural scientists by providing
a variety of non-toxic and safe ingredients and chemicals for
the children to explore. Our favourite material is cornstarch. We
have mixed cornstarch with shaving cream to create monster
muck; cornstarch and water to create Oobleck; cornstarch and
hair conditioner to create cloud dough. By providing materials
to encourage children’s curiosity, we are allowing children to
cultivate a love for learning and developing the natural scientist
within.

Science Fair 2013~
20130 B

hat do you get if you combine 420 students (with
Wheaps of imagination), 14 teachers, four laboratory

technicians and 210 display boards? Yes, that's right—a
Science Fair for all Years 7to 9 students at Yew Chung International
School - Secondary.

Starting in class with about 10 hours of lesson time, pairs
of students embarked on their projects and produced their
display boards adhering to strict schedules. Initial judging by two
teachers then took place with two projects from each class being
selected to go through to the Science Fair final.

A rolling programme of the three year groups started in
September and culminated in mid-December with the actual
fair and final judging. Eventually expectant students, parents
and teachers (who seemed the most excited) waited for the
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announcement of the overall winner in each year group. The
photographs speak for themselves. An enjoyable evening after
virtually a whole term of hard work!
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Exploring in Primary Science
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Bridget Thorpe, Year 5 & 6 Teacher, YCIS Qingdao Huangdao Campus LO \

EERPESRER - NFRERBridget Thorpe

Huangdao Campus learnt all about electricity and electrical

circuits. They learnt about the different components of
electrical circuits, how to draw our own circuit diagrams and,
very importantly, the dangers of electricity. As a class, we were
given the task of creating our own electrical circuits using various
resources. We are fortunate enough to have a resource room on
our campus that allows us to utilise various supplies relating to
each of the topics that we study.

The students worked in groups to construct their own
electrical circuits using various electrical components, such as
light bulbs, batteries, buzzers and switches, as well as recycled
materials from home. The aim of the task was for each group to
construct a working electrical circuit. The students worked very
diligently and enthusiastically on these projects and each group
came up with very different and creative ideas. Some of these
ideas included: a working roller coaster, a moving car with lights
and a game whereby you had to try make it around the circuit
without touching the wire, causing the buzzer to sound.

Once their circuits were completed, we had a “show and
tell” where each group had the chance to explain what they had
made and how they had made it. This was a fantastic way for
students to demonstrate what they had learnt with their fellow
class members. This was definitely an activity that sparked interest
amongst the students and they thoroughly enjoyed finding out
about electrical circuits as well as creating their own.

Recently, the Year 5 and 6 students of YCIS Qingdao
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Natural Science in Early Childhood Education
Yh ¥ SR e LR

Veronica Martin and Laurel Zhang, ECE Co-ordinators, YCIS Shanghai Regency Park Campus, and Doug Arnold,
K4 Teacher & Group Leader, YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus ECE Section
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he act of problem solving, observing the world in detail,

and making predictions occurs every day in our ECE

programme. In some of our classes this term, the children
have been busy exploring parts of the natural world.

At Regency Park Campus, one class discovered snails in the
garden, which led to observations about their movement and
habitat. A discussion was held about why snails live in gardens,
and the children and Co-Teachers created a snail home in the
classroom to allow for closer observations.

In another classroom, the students have been discovering
sharks. After studying sharks swimming at the aquarium, the
children asked many questions regarding the size of each type of
shark, and when they returned to their classroom, they made life-
sized models.

At Honggiao Campus, children experimented with a cup
pyramid. This activity encouraged the children to explore the way
water behaves as they poured it in vessel substantially different
from a standard water tray.

In another activity, children were investigating the outdoor
area when a child noticed an interesting smell, which led to the
children using their different senses to explore mint leaves in the
garden. When children are able to explore and investigate their
environment, they develop the attitudes and skills that create
lifelong learners.
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Fancds-on Inguiry during Science
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Lisa Edwards, Primary Curriculum Co-ordinator, YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus
FERhImRE/ NEHRIZE ELisa Edwards

t YCIS Shanghai, we use the “Primary Connections”
Ainquiry—oriented model as a key resource to develop

students’ curiosity, and explore scientific phenomena.
Through different units, students develop scientific thinking and
explore applications of science in our world.

Key to science in our curriculum is the opportunity for
hands-on experiments, or shared experiences of science.
Students use their prior knowledge to develop explanations for
these shared experiences. Many of these experiences also often
involve students in cross-level activities, where they can share
their understandings in workshops with students of different
age-groups. Here are some of the hands-on scientific learning
activities taking place in these units across Primary:

Year 1 classes are investigating the campus grounds on a
Schoolyard Safari; Year 2 students are studying forces that act
on objects during a floating and sinking activity in their Push-
Pull unit; Year 3 students are using their scientific literacy and
creative skills to represent what they know about the cause of day
and night, and the positions and movements of the Sun, Earth,
and Moon during the unit Spinning in Space; Year 4 students
are exploring materials, and the impact of packaging on the
environment in the unit Package It Better; The Light Fantastic
unit for Year 5 classes has students exploring the application of
scientific knowledge to the arts and culture through shadow
puppet performances; Year 6 students are conducting hands-
on, shared experiences with scientific experiments through the
Chemistry unit Change Detectives.
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Exploration of the Four Great Chinese Inventions
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Stella Zhou, Chinese Teacher, YCIS Shanghai Puxi ECE and Primary Sections
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Mummifying Apples in Year 3!
=FERDEERG [HEEKRAR] -

Claire Hart, Year 3 Teacher and Year Leader, YCIS Shanghai Regency Park Campus
FERPHEBERERE = FREMFFRERClaire Hart

he Ancient Egypt History Unit is one of the highlights of

Year 3. Children are transported back in time through

classroom-learning experiences that provide insights into
the daily life of ancient Egyptians.

Ancient Egypt is very interesting to our children, and they
enjoy learning about the facts and stories. Mummification is one
aspect of this unit that is of significant interest to the children,
which provides a fantastic opportunity to integrate some science
through some real-life mummification, albeit on a much smaller
scale.

To begin, children planned an experiment to mummify an
apple in the traditional Egyptian way. They made natron using
baking soda and salt, and then covered a slice of apple with the
mixture and eagerly waited for 40 days! Using a piece of apple
without any natron as the control was key to this experiment, and
allowed the children to visually understand the importance of
comparing their results with the control.

The big “reveal” came in an excitement-filled lesson as the
children carefully removed their apple slices from the natron and
saw how the apples had changed. The apples had completely
dried out due to the moisture being absorbed by the natron,
therefore the apple slices were dried, but preserved. The students
were amazed that no pungent smell emitted from the apple,
compared to the control, which could be smelt even inside the
closed container!

This integration of science, and some new scientific
vocabulary into our History unit was extremely successful, and
provided a more thorough learning experience for the children.
Memorable experiences help enhance learning, and we are sure
they will remember the mummified apples for a long time to
come.
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Fluffing and Puffing: .

Investigating Forces in Year 4
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Integrating Science for YCIS Students / °

B BEMEORBRE

Marianne Van Heerden, Head of Science, YCIS Shanghai Gubei Campus
HgRRE IR &R 2R E EMarianne Van Heerden
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YC Character: Natalie Tse vcis Hong Kong
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atalie Tse is an Art-in-Residence at YCIS Hong Kong,
N and also a 2008 IB programme graduate. She described

rejoining YCIS as an artist is like “coming back to the big
nest”,

Natalie started studying at YCIS Hong Kong in 2003 when
she was 14 and the school campus was still on Piper Hill. By 2008,
when she graduated from the IB programme, the campus had
already moved to To Fuk Road. “Throughout these five years, |
experienced a lot of good changes,” she said.

After that, Natalie went to Savannah, Georgia, US to attend
Savannah College of Art and Design majoring in illustration. After
college, she had a year's life as New Yorker. At first, she worked
as a gallery assistant, but soon she realised that she could make
use of her art skills to help children to be more creative, so she
became an art instructor at an art centre for children. In the
summer of 2013, she moved back to Hong Kong and rejoined the
big family of Yew Chung as an Artist-in-Residence.

Natalie said, “When | was a student | enjoyed painting at the
art room, and now as an Artist-in-Residence | work with students
in class and studio to finish enjoyable projects so that they can
explore their interest in art.”

A few months ago, Natalie had her very first artist-working
studio at the school gallery. She joyfully recalled the experience,
“Through my demonstration on using the digital medium, the
students got to understand the process of making art from
designing to planning to creating, and were also able to have
conversations about fine arts with me. We all learnt a lot about
the different ways we perceive art from each other.”
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Plant Flowers on the Walls & &/ 7t

Sara Barati, Artist-in-Residence, YCIS Beijing 4t R #B Bt /X Z4iT K Sara Barati

fter summer renovations at YCIS Beijing, the playground
Avvalls near building B were left with a fresh coat of white
paint. They were perfect blank canvases, ready for art. After
surveying the area, | saw mostly man-made, geometric shapes
and lines on the playground, with some small flowers planted
near the buildings. Therefore, | decided to bring more attention
to these small natural beauties, by choosing a flower theme for
the mural. Inspired by the work of Chinese master artist Huang
Yongyu, | decided to specifically paint lotus flowers and leaves.
The lotus stands for purity, beauty, compassion, life, and rising
against struggles and chaos and grows unstained from the mud.
After formulating a basic plan, an invitation was sent to
Year 4 students to participate in creating the bottom part of the
mural and 17 students were excited to help. We met after school
from September 17 to October 31, every Tuesday and Thursday.
First we painted green grass, and then planned our flowers with
drawings. Rather than drawing all lotuses, the students picked
various flowers to draw, to represent our diverse community at
YCIS. They practised drawing them small, and then bigger onto
paper as tall as their height. Using graphite, we transferred the
students’ drawings onto the playground walls. Then we painted
the flowers with warm colours and patterns. Following Huang
Yongyu'’s style, we added round lotus leaves and blue water to
the mural too. Eleven students from Year 7 and 8 also worked on
the mural for a day, adding highlights and shadows to the flowers.
Our garden was slowly growing! | worked on the biggest flowers
and leaves at the top of the mural, finishing on November 15.
Through the collaboration of dedicated students, we now have a
beautiful garden all year!
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Make a Found Object Sculpture with Year 1
H—FlzriEal [ E9] B2

20

Emily Eldridge, Artist-in-Residence B 241 R Emily Eldridge

uring Term 1, Year 1
students studied the
topic of “Ourselves’,

and learnt about the parts of
the body and the face. | worked
with Year 1 students to create
a collaborative art project to

explore this theme.
Remembering a “found
object” sculpture series | made
a few years ago, | decided
to revisit this concept with
a simplified approach. | had
previously created elaborately illustrative figures using castoff
materials, but | wanted the students to create simple, colourful faces.
| prepared and collected numerous “found objects”, and also
encouraged the students to gather materials from home. Using
leftover wood scraps, recycled materials, and odd-shaped items
sourced from Hong Kong's kitchen and hardware supply stores,
we assembled our faces. | chose bold colour palettes for each
class, so the finished sculptures would have a colourful “pop”!

The results turned out beautifully, and the students had a blast in
the process.
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A Fun-Filled Cultural Farm Day # F & 15 30 (b iz

Co-operation Committee (HSCC) was successfully held on

January 19. Over 50 parents, students and teachers arrived
at Yew Chung Farm, in San Uk Tsai Tsuen, Sheung Shui early in the
morning. After entering the tea hut on the farm, everybody was
amazed at the display of various tea wares and they learnt to make
Hakka rice dumplings. The next event was an exciting three-legged
race. After the race, they had traditional village dishes including
poon choi, roasted pig and steamed dumplings for lunch, which
everyone enjoyed very much.

After participating in a cultural treasure hunt, parents and
students learnt more about various species of animals and plants
in the farm. Other activities followed, such as tea tasting, making
straw ponies to welcome the Year of the Horse and taking family
pictures. Every family took this opportunity to retreat from the
hustle and bustle of city life. Moreover, parent-child quality time
was shared and cherished with an enhanced family bond.

The Family and Culture Day organised by the Home-School
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Fashion Show with Polish and Rubbish

B A _E Rk

The Audience’s Favourite & BB R & A 42

But at YCIS - Secondary Hong Kong, they made a good
match and made it onto the same stage!

To promote awareness of environmental issues and, more
particularly, of the pressing problem of waste management
in Hong Kong, two members of the school’s Environmental
Protection Committee (EPC), Esther Ng and Ming Ren, both Year
11 students, came up with the creative idea of combining design
and environmental protection to produce a fashion show: the
EPC Trash Haute Couture Fashion Show. They thought of weaving
together the artistic fibre of YCIS students and the fashion sense
of Hong Kong people. The standards were set high: designers
would not only have to abide by a set of strict rules regarding use
of material, theme and decency, but their creations would have
to be displayed on the catwalk by a model. No wonder our EPC
students would have been happy with only two or three entries.
You can imagine their excitement when seven teams involving
20 people signed up!

Within roughly a month, designers had to create a sketch of
their creation for approval, pick through the “rubbish”, create their
garment, make last minute fittings on their model and prepare a
one-minute statement for the judges. Many were skeptical of the
quality of the designs, expecting more or less a “rubbish bag with
holes for arms and legs”. On the contrary, “splendid”, “magnificent”
and “creative” were some of the comments from those who

The words rubbish and fashion don't often meet each other.

Second Prize 55

attended the fashion show on December 13, 2013. A look at the
pictures will have you convinced of the positive response!

With the success of its debut, the EPC Trash Haute Couture
Fashion Show will be back next year, hopefully with even more
participants and dazzling designs.
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Theatre Miracles £ & Ly & BF

Robert Dil, Performing Arts/Drama and IB Theatre Teacher, YCIS Shanghai Gubei Campus

iR bR E RIREM /BB & IBELSI Z BiRobert Dil

illiam Gibson's classic play, The Miracle Worker, is the
Wamazing true story of Helen Keller, rendered blind
and deaf in her infancy from a terrible illness, and her
inspirational teacher Annie Sullivan, who taught Helen to not
only communicate, but to talk! As Gubei Campus Performing Arts
Department major production for 2013-2014, The Miracle Worker
was staged and performed with amazing energy, focus, and
courage.
Helen Keller was played with great conviction by Year
10 Drama student Millie. Her real-life sister, Year 13 IB Theatre
student Isabelle, played Annie Sullivan with flare, with both sisters
bringing an emotional reality to the piece that brought the house
down each night. Equally so, Helen's parents were played with
great experience and insight by Year 11 Drama student Basile and
Year 12 IB Theatre student Pauline. With an ensemble cast of 20
onstage, and an equally passionate team of students and teachers
backstage, the tender portrayal of this theatrical experience will
stay in our hearts and inspire each of us to do the best we can
with the opportunities we have in life.
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Battle of the Bands 44 KX &

Sally Davis, Head of Performing Arts, YCIS Shanghai Gubei Campus /812 & b & % @47 = £ Sally Davis

his year’'s annual Battle of the Bands
Tat Gubei Campus featured 10 bands

comprised of 58 students from Years 7 to
13. With music ranging from Amy Winehouse
to Queen, Christina Aguilera to Green Day, the
venue was buzzing from the first note.

The students took ownership of the
competition right from the start, forming their
own bands, choosing the music, and running
their own rehearsals. Year 13 student Isabelle,
participating in her fifth Battle, thanked the 300
strong crowd for supporting the event. She also
commented that it was exciting to see so many
bands performing, especially the younger ones.

Root 49 was the winning band, consisting
of Year 12 and 13 students, with a Year 9 and
10 band, The Fluffy Buffaloes, taking second
place. This year, a new category “Rising Star” was

introduced to the prizes to highlight the developing skills of one boy and one girl performer in Key Stage 3. Also this year, a
handful of Year 13 students were inducted into the Battle's Hall of Fame in recognition of their incredible contribution to the

event over many years.
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Broadway: Up-Close and Personal £ # & % g it 57

Robert Dil, Performing Arts/Drama and IB Theatre Teacher, YCIS Shanghai Gubei Campus

iR bR E RIREM /BB & IBELSI Z BiRobert Dil

t the beginning of December, a Performing Arts group
Aof 50 students and staff had the honour of attending a

major musical theatre workshop with the stars of Do You
Hear the People Sing?, presented by Shanghai Grand Theatre and
theatre production company Enda Markey Presents. Initiated and
hosted by our own Performing Arts/Drama and Theatre teacher
Mr Robert Dil, this workshop allowed three of our top Theatre and
Music students, Isabelle (Year 13), Patrick (Year 13), and Joanne
(Year 12) to perform for, and receive feedback from, an elite panel
of experts. This all-star line-up included Alain Boublil (the lyricist
and libretto writer for Miss Saigon and Les Miserables), Michael
Ball (the original Marius in Les Miserables, Hairspray), Lea Salonga
(the original Miss Saigon in both the West End and Broadway,
and the voice of Disney's Princess Jasmine and Mulan), Australia's
David Harris, and France's Marie Zamora. This educational theatre
and music opportunity provided invaluable insights into the
professional world of musical theatre, and included the brilliant
closing night performance of Do You Hear the People Sing?. The
entire event was an artistic experience for students and teachers
that will never be forgotten!

Battle of the Bands continues to grow, enthuse and
inspire. It is great to see the students command the stage,
engage with the audience, while having a whole lot
of fun!
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Music Gifts for Christmas

mkmlzl E&-fﬂljam 47]

Juliet Wang, Violin Teacher, YCIS Shanghai Puxi ECE and Primary Sections _E /& 12 5 3 P8 1 [& 40 28 Kz /N B2 B

our Honggiao Campus. This year, our students celebrated

this wonderful festival by playing musical instruments,
singing, and dancing. We could tell from the parents’ warm
applause that it was well enjoyed.

The concert began with a performance of the Christmas
Trilogy by the Primary Orchestra — our students in Year 3 through
Year 6 — and was followed by piano solo items from a Year 4
student, and a solo flute item by a Year 6 student. Next, the Junior
Choir used song and dance to express the blessings of Christmas,
and a classic from the Baroque era was played on violin. The first
section of the concert ended on a high-note, with the Year 3 and
Year 4 Chinese Dance, featuring our students in ancient Chinese
traditional costumes.

The second section of the concert began with the Chinese
dance Jasmine Fragrance by Year 5 and Year 6, which led to
the key performance of the evening: the Year 4 Nativity play,
Follow that Star, which described the birth of Jesus Christ. The
children used their sincere performance to deliver the message of
Christmas to the audience, and brought a meaningful ending to
the concert.

T he annual Christmas concert is always an exciting time at
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New Inter-School Sporting Opportunity for Students

RIFESHHEE

Dale Mills, Physical Education Teacher, Regency Park Campus /&2 2 E R &4 & ZhMDale Mills

t YCIS Shanghai Regency Park Campus, we implemented
A new sporting pathways for Primary students this year. The

first semester resulted in the establishment of a Boys, and
Girls Football Team for Year 3 and Year 4 students. Due to extreme
levels of interest, trials were necessary to form two squads of 14
students.

With the assistance of key YCIS staff members fulfilling vital
coaching roles, this eight-week pilot programme was based
on five training sessions in preparation for our three friendly,
inter-school clashes. We arranged to play teams from another
international school on two occasions, and our third and most
ambitious challenge was against YCIS Year 5 students from our
Century Park Campus. All matches were incredibly competitive,
yet even more pleasing was the wonderful team spirit and
sportsmanship that was displayed throughout. Students provided
an abundant supply of encouragement, praise, and support for
their teammates, and their outstanding efforts were testament to
their commitment to this programme.

Children identified the most enjoyable aspects of the
programme as: having fun, establishing deeper friendships,
playing at a high level against other teams, and wearing the YCIS
jersey proudly. The Boys Team coach, Mr Joe Dent, was thrilled
with the outcome and stated, “It was really enjoyable to work
with a group that is passionate and fully committed to football.
Along with an improvement of sporting abilities, there was also
a noticeable improvement in interpersonal skills. Students learnt
more about working as a team. Sports are a great vehicle for
learning these socially responsible behaviours.”

Building upon the success in first semester, we have selected
a Year 3 and Year 4 Tee Ball, and Basketball Team. This eight-week
unit will again comprise practice sessions, culminating with some
inter-school challenges. With students having fun, improving
skills, staying healthy, and learning valuable life skills, it looks as
though this programme will be firmly entrenched at our school
for many years to come.
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Our Artists Flourish in Art & Writing Competition
AL EZNESEREEPIREER

the City Weekend Art & Writing competition held at the Kerry

Hotel on January 11. Our Primary students represented a
phenomenal 15 of the 55 finalists from nine international schools
in Beijing. This year's theme was “Candyland” and our students
produced some incredibly creative pieces from traditional drawing
to painting and 3D designs. Jamison Huang in Year 4 won in the
category for ages 6-9 with a very colourful 3D Candyland world
that wowed the judges. His schoolmates all achieved runners up
positions or an honourable mention for their efforts.

YCIS Beijing students performed impressively at the final of
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Jamison Huang and his winning piece &R H S & {ER

Hosts IBO and AIE Conferences

It EEPBERERAEIBOFAIEE %

CIS Beijing received
the great honour of
hosting two key annual

international education
meetings respectively in
November and December-
a workshop about several
subjects by the International
Baccalaureate Organisation (IBO), and the Alliance for International
Education (AIE) Conference. During the three-day AIE Conference,
many leading educational professionals presented discussions of
important topics. The aim of the individual presentations was to

Boys Basketball Team

share new concepts and understandings of educating international
students. To be chosen by both organisations is true recognition of
YCIS Beijing as a leading international school in the world.

B bR BB EE AR T WERRESEFS -
1A - BIFRSORAR (1IBO) ERWEH THESHO T 12
A BEHEBBEAE)ERTRERET - ERH=RNAEEH
b FHEERNBEERTTSENEMEY  HeZMEERTE
BHRIARERR - X0 ZHHE BRBERHBE o

A A BERRE AN EE - S RPERSRH
R R AR BIR SR A A R AT MBI 2R E
i s

Takes Home the ISAC Trophy

EFEKRKRS

n January 11, the Years 10-13 YCIS Beijing Boys
0 Basketball team fought to victory in the final games

of the International School Athletic Conference (ISAC)
Basketball competition. After fierce competition with the other
top five international school basketball teams located in Beijing,
the team added yet another sports trophy to the huge collection
accumulated over the years at the school.

However, not only did they achieve first place for
their basketball skills, the team were also selected by the
other international school coaches and players to win the
sportsmanship award. The players’ fine displays of attitude and
behaviour earned the team a second trophy in one day.
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The Year of the Horse Starts with a Gallop
at YCIS Silicon Valley # & iEF S5 F

the year for the YCIS Silicon Valley school community. Our
students love to learn about Chinese cultural traditions
associated with New Year celebrations - through arts and crafts,
delicious cooking projects, songs, stories and more. This year,
Chinese New Year started with a bang at the elementary campus
with a day full of cultural activities on January 31. A fun fashion
show featuring students, teachers and parents in their traditional
Chinese clothing kicked off the celebrations. Oliver Chin, author
of the Tales from the Chinese Zodiac children’s book series, visited
for an interactive reading of his latest book and even challenged
students to a head-to-head drawing contest. Students enjoyed
rotating through a series of Chinese games, eating tasty treats
and watching New Year celebrations streamed from China.
On February 8, the Chinese New Year Gala finally arrived.
Students impressed family and friends with their Chinese dance
and musical performances which they had worked so hard on to

c hinese New Year is the most anticipated cultural event of

iuseppe Verdi's music came to life as elementary students
G enjoyed an educational concert by the Ives Quartet, a

local chamber string music ensemble. The professional
musicians led an interactive exchange with students, exploring
the music of Verdi and introducing their instruments. The students
had prepared for the Quartet’s visit in their music classes where
they had learnt about the life and work of Giuseppe Verdi, as well
as about chamber music and how musicians communicate with
each other in small ensembles. In addition to enriching students’
musical understanding, the concert gave them a glimpse into the
professional music world.

EWART)NEINBAMBEAEEHEANE XEEIves
Quartet B P RHB A SLEH - MIFREMRZEET £

prepare for. Families enjoyed socialising, eating lunch together,
and bidding for auction items to support the school’s fundraiser.

Finally, for the first time ever, YCIS Silicon Valley was selected to join
the famous San Francisco Chinese New Year Parade, with 40 parents
and students representing our school on February 15. With a Terracotta
Warrior theme and accompanying music, students marched in
costume, carried spears and presented a simple dance routine. The
brilliant performance won us 2nd place in the parade in the Greater
Bay Area Schools category. The Year of the Horse will certainly be one
to remember!
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Bringing Verdi to Life B Z B # &£ & 4
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The Giving Tree Trip [ Z /(0 | XiREE

t YCIS Qingdao we believe charity begins at home
A and helping our immediate community is part of our

philosophy and objectives. The Giving Tree trip is one of
our main charity events and it is well supported each year.

On December 18, 101 students and 15 staff members set
off in the cold weather to deliver the Giving Tree bags to the
students of Gao Jia Huang Primary School in Dian Ji Town, Jimo
City. They were very excited to see us and we were greeted with
warm smiles and excitement from the local students.

YCIS Primary and YCIS Secondary students were divided into
smaller groups and were allocated a classroom where they played
games, sang songs and spent some quality time with the local
students. Some groups played basketball and soccer to warm
themselves up! We had a group photo and handed the bags over
to their principal who distributed them to the students. Enough
bags were collected and filled for each student in the school and
some parents also donated money for heating the classrooms
during the winter months. YCIS students from Year 4 to Year 13
experienced the importance and gratification in helping those
less fortunate than themselves.
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YCIS Qingdao Christmas Bazaar! & B2 Hi5

the highlight of the morning for the students was the arrival of Father Christmas! Each

O ur Parent Organisation did a fantastic job organising the Christmas Bazaar for 2013 and

student received a small gift from Father Christmas while they had their photo taken
with him. The PO brought a number of Christmas decorations and toys to sell at the bazaar. It
was a huge success and all the items were sold before the end of the day. Baked goodies with
a Christmas theme filled the snack tables and there was hot chocolate and coffee for parents,
students and staff. Students moved around the four different craft/activity tables and chose which
types of crafts they wanted to take part in. There were salt dough shapes to paint, pom-poms to
make out of Christmas wool, cards to decorate and a variety of Christmas tree decorations for the
students to choose from. It was a fun day for all and the money the PO raised from this event will
go towards our charity contribution for 2013-2014.
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Learn about Famine in 24 Hours 1 T /) B i 55 G B

n January 9-10, a group of 26 secondary students
o participated in a 24-hour famine organised by the

Student Council. The students raised money for Seeds of
Hope by gaining pledged sponsorship from family, friends and
relatives. All students who took part spent the night at school and
for 24 hours gave up all food with the exception of water. They
gained a deeper understanding of world hunger as a global issue.
During the day students learnt that hunger and malnutrition
currently has an effect on over one billion people in the world. In
the evening, students watched the film The Pursuit of Happyness
in which a father often goes hungry while attempting to provide
food and shelter for his son. The event was a great success thanks
to the determination and hard work of the participants and the
Student Council.
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Reaching 300 Students and Growing Stronger!

ERRPEIN=Z245M!

CIS Chongging
has celebrated
the milestone

of having enrolled
300 students with the
distribution of yummy
cookies, mouthwatering
cakes, and colourful
balloons during the
school’s lunch break. All students and staff were gathered
together to share the happy moment.
We all know that great oaks grow from little acorns and we
have grown from six to 300. We are extremely confident that we
will continue to grow bigger and stronger in the coming years!
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Shoebox Drive .\ 2 &5 E T

has been involved in leading a drive to pack shoeboxes

with gloves, hats, socks, toiletries and toys and taking them

to local schools. This year we had our most successful shoebox

drive to date. We packed over 270 boxes to take to Xin Shi Chang
Primary School in Nan'an.

The Secondary Student Council members travelled to the

school on January 8 and taught songs to the kids there. The local

F or the past few years YCIS Chongging’s Student Council

students presented our Student Council with small gifts and
cards before performing songs for them. Finally, when it was time
to open presents, the children were ecstatic to try on their new
gloves, hats and find markers and paints. It was glorious fun!
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ECE Chinese New Year Celebrations 415 BE#HE

n January 21, YCIS Chongging ECE children, parents
o and staff shared a wonderful day of celebrations for the
Chinese New Year. The children showed their families
the dance that they had been rehearsing over the previous weeks
and then the fun really started with different types of games. The

activities were followed by a delicious buffet lunch of dumplings
and vegetables.
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Exchange Experlence in Uruguay SHi=

Helen Leung Wai-sze, YCIS Beijing 1B 2011 20114t RIBH IBR £+ 22

any people, whether they are from home or from
M Uruguay, asked why | chose Uruguay to spend my

exchange semester in. My reply was that | hoped to
experience a lot during that time, from being literally the only
Asian in the university, to attending an orientation almost entirely
in Spanish which | did not understand, to being invited to dinner
with a famous Chinese professional football player in a Uruguayan
team, to meeting Mr and Miss Uruguay, to enjoying the company
of my Mexican, Colombian and Ecuadorian roommates, to going
on my first solo backpacking trip across Argentina, Chile, and on the
borders of Brazil and Paraguay for three weeks. ...

Throughout the five months or so in South America on the
road, | learnt to miss home, my family and friends, and the feeling
of knowing exactly how everything worked. Yet, | also learnt that
it takes a little craziness to get some crazy things back. | fell in love
with the thrill of doing something different and taking a challenge
because of the steep learning curve that it gave me, and | am
thankful for the invaluable opportunities that were thrown at me
every day.

From the general (mis)perception that South America is a
dangerous place to be, to meeting some of the most open and
welcoming people here, | chose to lean towards the kindness of
humanity and learnt to be grateful for every friendly smile and
helpful hand along the way. While backpacking alone, | befriended
travel companions and local people from all walks of life, uncovering
a world so vast yet so closely connected. As a former YCIS
student with the privilege of having grown up in a multi-cultural
environment, | believe it has empowered students with the skills to
adapt to and connect us with a wide range of people. To this end,
| believe these abilities will help us foster unity in diversity, give us
opportunities to be innovative and to be able to work wonders in
our lives.
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