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K EH95E Director's Message

A “Globlocal” Approach in Education

"2IkfEt , BEEE

Dr Betty Chan Po-king, Director 1% B5FR{R Zx 1 £

CIS is committed to nurturing global citizens. However,
Ybeing a global citizen does not negate a person’s affinity

towards his or her own culture. In recent years, the
“globlocal” concept has gained currency and Yew Chung strives
to ensure that its students are knowledgeable about both their
own countries and the world beyond the place they live. In an
effort to create learning experiences for our students where this
is made possible, our brand-new Chinese Studies Course and its
accompanying China Classroom tours have been born.

We have long acknowledged that learning Chinese is not
just about the language, but also the culture associated with the
language. YCIS offered Chinese Culture lessons in the past, but
with limited class time and scope, we simply could not reach
the depth and breadth we had envisioned for our students to
learn about China. Therefore, this school year we have started the
Chinese Studies Course which takes a comprehensive approach
to remedy the gaps in the curriculum we had previously
identified. It is hoped that with the course our students gain a
good understanding of China by studying the Chinese language
and various aspects of the country.

To incorporate more hands-on experiences into the Chinese
Studies Course, YCIS has created the China Classroom programme
which tailor-makes trips for different year groups to various cities
in mainland China and Taiwan to explore the local culture. The
China Classroom is a valuable supplement to our long-running
World Classroom which opens students’ eyes to different parts
of the world. It is hoped that with the China Classroom, World
Classroom and related studies, we can blend the best of the
Chinese and Western cultures.

It is our greatest hope that through the learning experiences
our students gain through programmes like this, that they will
be able to enter the world not only as global citizens, but young
people who know how to understand those similarities
and differences through language and culture
in order to work towards a world which
values good communication, respect
and above all else, love for our fellow
man.
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Touchable

Chinese Studies Course
Y
ﬁ%é}]%ll‘\ﬂ’\] s an international school, YCIS places emphasis on both English and
Chinese in our programmes. We know that Chinese is not a single subject. It
R i &5 =R

represents a language and a culture. Therefore, we have devised a Chinese
Studies Course, which encompasses the Chinese culture, history, geography, art,
science, technology, social conditions, etc.

Chinese Studies Course is designed for Years 1-9. Altogether, it includes 270
topics covering different subject areas, allowing students to comprehend China
from multiple perspectives. Topics of the same year are developed along a main
theme and inter-related topics appear in different years with varying focuses and
levels of difficulty. Students are engaged in various learning activities, gaining first-
hand experience and enormous enjoyment.
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Great Wisdom in the Humble Course
INREEREE K ES

a bilingual programme that emphasises both English and

Chinese languages and cultures. Through the Chinese
Studies Course, we teach students to understand and respect the
local society, hence developing a global vision.

The Chinese Studies Course is taught in a fun and interactive
way. Students’ curiosity drives them to explore the world and
things around. In the 50-minute class, all sorts of questions are
raised: “Why do we have zongzi on the Dragon Boat Festival?” “In
the ancient times, why did males grow long hair?” “Why do we set
off firecrackers at Chinese New Year?” The teaching and learning
experience is always filled with enthusiasm and a desire to know
more about Chinese culture.

When asked why they enjoy Chinese Studies Course,
students answer, “It's great fun, and we get to listen to different
stories and play games.” To create a fun learning environment,
Chinese teachers integrate various hands-on experiences into
different topics so that students can explore culture and history in
an interesting way.

Students “compose new characters” in the Chinese
Calligraphy lessons. They use “professional” archaeological tools
to dig ancient pottery soldiers in the Terracotta Army lesson. They
also make traditional food in the Lantern Festival lesson and enjoy
the delicious taste. With the guidance and encouragement from
teachers, students gradually grasp the knowledge and values of
Chinese culture.

Yew Chung is committed to global education and provides

The journey to understanding Chinese culture begins in the
Chinese Studies Course and will lead the students to know the
world with a global mindset.
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Chinese Study Is the Future
and the Present
fEERF SR B3

fter his visit to China in December 2013, UK Prime Minister
ADavid Cameron expressed the importance to link up with

the world's largest economy-to be by saying “it's time to
get many more children learning Mandarin”.

At YCIS Beijing, we are how seeing a greater focus on
learning Chinese in the form of the China Studies Course this
year. Co-Principal Christine Xu says, “The programme has a
strong focus both on today's China and China's. culture heritage.
Not only do we: provide Chinese language studies at various
levels, but we also provide students with cultural field trips and
community service opportunities such as Exploring Beijing field
trips, Experiencing China trips, Chinese culture workshops and
traditional festival celebrations and events. This year, we have two
new initiatives to promote authentic Chinese learning — Chinese
production assemblies and the Chinese Daren Award.”

Indeed the Daren Award has proved to be a huge success.
Primary Chinese Co-ordinator April Peng explains, “Daren is a
buzzword that refers to a person who is very professional or
outstanding in a particular area. Chinese Daren, by definition,
is to recognise a student who-has made great.achievements in
Chinese learning. The Daren Award system recognises both the
achievements and efforts of students.”

The study of Chinese language and culture however is not
something that is only studied within school hours. We encourage
students to learn Chinese through the school’s Chinese learning
website and some other interactive Chinese learning websites.
Interacting with Chinese speaking friends is also a ‘good idea.
For younger students, we suggest using flash cards, with both
images and Chinese words, as well as using storybooks instead
of textbooks. Making Chinese words visible in the classroom or at
home by sticking the words on the objects or.creating vocabulary
wall will also help a lot.
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Travel and Taste Chinese Culture
ERHE EskPEIE

ew Chung Chinese Studies Course is well-rounded and
Yits parts are interlinked. To consolidate and deepen-the
course’s rich contents, its Development Team has come
up with the tailor-made China Classroom for our students. The
study tours enable students to visit different places in mainland
China and Taiwan to experience and investigate the local culture,

The three tours for Years 7-9 for this school year are part of
the pilot scheme. The places that will be visited include Anhui,
Shanxi, Beijing and Taiwan. The learning focus of each tour is
different but their objective "to explore and to think through
the experience” is the same. Students will travel to old cities
and famous mountains to experience their.stunning views and
spiritual atmosphere. They will also go into the streets and alleys
to talk to the residents to observe the local customs.

A requirement of the tours is for the students to complete
a mission at each place in groups so that they can learn through
play. For example, on Year 9's “Discovering Questions” tour, when
the students visit Beijing and Taiwan, they need to interview
the locals with a questionnaire to find out their different views
on the émigré regime and external culture. They will also visit
museums in Beijing and Taiwan, where they need to answer
questions like “"How is the establishment of the People's Republic
of China described in the museum?”. By comparing the narratives
of the two museums,.students can learn to distinguish.between
historical facts and interpretation of history.

The missions for Year 8 include a role-play, in which students
act as the employees and owners of an old-style Chinese private
bank and a biaoju, an establishment which provides armed
escort for a fee. Year 7 will try to.cook Anhui cuisine, perform an
Anhui opera, and draw pictures and write poems at the scenic
Huangshan. The series of activities results in magical encounter
between Chinese culture and the students. The students not
only acquire knowledge, but let it flow deep inside their heart so
that it becomes the real joy of their life. The interaction among
the students also nurtures their team spirit, deep reflection and
critical thinking skills, which-will serve them well in every-aspect of
their future learning and growth.
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Year 5 Explore the Ancient Capital
A FRIFRFETE

uring Chinese Studies lessons, Year 5 classes-were
Dengaged in the topic of The Silk Road: Zhang Qian's

(imperial envoy of Han Dynasty) westbound missions,
Xuanzang (Buddhist monk-scholar of Tang Dynasty)'s westward
overland journey for sutras, the travels of Marco Polo (Yuan
Dynasty), etc. Students learnt about ancient China, the Qin
Dynasty, Emperor Qin, terracotta warriors and-so on. As the saying
goes, "Reading ten thousand scrolls is nothing compared to
traveling ten thousand miles." To gain first-hand experience of the
charm of this capital of 13 ancient dynasties, we embarked on a
learning journey to Xi'an in April.

After this trip, a lot of Year 5 students seemed to have
become "old Xi'an hands". They can tell you about the city’s
dumplings, noodles, shadow play, city walls, and terracotta... Here
are some of students’ thoughts:

“Aftera delicious dumpling feast, we had an"amazing Tang
Dynasty cabaret which captured my eyes so very intently,” said
Shung Yin-lam.

“The intimidating grandeur of the Terracotta Army proffers
me genuine experience of great ancient Chinese craftsmanship.
Had | not seen them in person, I'would never have been able to
imagine this mind-boggling scene,” said Matsuura Masao.
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Bringing Chinese Language and Culture to Life at YCIS Silicon Valley
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CIS.Silicon Valley is.in the unique position of being the
Yonly YCIS campus outside of China. While it-may not be

possible for our students to experience China on a daily
basis, we try to enrich children’s lives with as many of the cultural
traditions as possible through our Chinese Studies Course.

In all our Chinese language classes, students learn Mandarin
through all of their senses in activities, such as movement,
stories, role play, art, music, games, cooking, technology, videos,
and creative as well as formal writing practice. Chinese cultural
lessons often integrate language, culture, history and the arts. For
example, Fourth Grade students recently studied the art of Beijing
Opera Face Mask changing.

Students also enrich their appreciation and.understanding
of Chinese language and culture through cultural festivals such
as the Mid-Autumn Festival, a regional speech contest, field trips
and the Fifth Grade Class Trip to China. Through our Chinese

The China Trip of a Lifetime
—E%ﬁuﬂ'ﬂ‘l’ﬁﬁi

educational journey is the visit to China to experience first-

hand the sights, sounds, history, people, food, culture and,
of course, language! Although many YCIS Silicon Valley students
have some Chinese heritage, most of them were born in the
US immersed in American culture. To be able to visit China - a
country steeped in the richest of civilisations — brings their years
of learning about China to life.

In March, a handful of 4th Grade students travelled with
their music teacher, Allison Zenner, to Shanghai to participate
in"the international orchestra at the annual Seeds of Hope Gala
Concert. The students loved the modern feel of the vibrant city
as well as meeting fellow YCIS students. They are eagerly looking
forwards to their 5th Grade Class Trip to China next year.

This.year’s 5th-Grade Class Trip took 19 students, four
teachers and one parent chaperone to Beijing for a week-long
cultural adventure. The students enjoyed a full-day visit to YCIS
Beijing, spending time making new friends, attending classes and
comparing life in Beijing to Silicon Valley. They were particularly
impressed by the delicious café-style lunch and by the size of
YCIS Beijing’s campus, saying, “If YCIS Beijing is the lion, then

F or YCIS Silicon Valley students, one of the highlights of their

Studies Course, YCIS Silicon Valley students develop a deep love
of Chinese culture-and a desire to continue learning Chinese after
they graduate.
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YCIS Silicon Valley is the mouse!” During the rest of their visit,
the group toured famous historical and modern sights in Beijing,
climbed the Great Wall, and enjoyed visits to museums, the
Beijing Opera School, the zoo and an acrobatics show. They also
ate many scrumptious meals — though Peking duck was definitely
the highlight. The students returned to YCIS Silicon Valley with
stories to share and memories to last a.lifetime!
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Co-Teaching Chinese Topics at YCIS Chongqing
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William Ouyang, Year 11 Student, YCIS Chongging
EERP+ —FREBELERGER

language programme,.YCIS Chongqging provides

opportunities for-foreign children in Chongging to not
only learn the language, but to reinforce that learning with
cultural experiences. Western and Chinese teachers work together
to teach topics the students are keen to explore, such as Chinese
geography, history, literature, art and traditional festivals.

Apart from running the daily Chinese classes where
students learn how tolisten; speak, read, and write Chinese, YCIS
Chongging hosts many related activities, such as Chinese cooking
and Chinese public speaking competitions, and a Chinese-
themed talent show. All the events enjoyed hearty participation
from students and parents. Here, language learning goes well
beyond the walls of the classroom.

Year 4 student ‘Ava Hochthanner, who moved from America
to Chongqging last year, fully enjoys learning Chinese at YCIS
Chongging. She told us, “Chinese makes my life a lot easier... Of
course, you can imagine how difficult it was for me at the very
beginning as | started from zero. I'm proud of myself when | was
presenting my speech at the Chinese Public Speaking Finals!”

YCIS also holds various excursions to cultural hotspots
around the municipality, where students experience first-hand
Chonggqing'’s food, art, technology and society. These field trips
and school-based activities give foreign students a unique
experience of China.

Sienna Wagner, a Year 1 student from Germany, who joined
YCIS Chongging last summer, said,” | love Chinese. | made
many good friends here and | can speak Chinese with
them. During the holiday, we went to Beijing,
and | talked to the driver in Chinese, and my
Mom-and Dad were surprised because they
couldn't'understand what | said to the driver. |
learn faster than my parents! | can help them
communicate with Chinese people.”

By integrating the study of Chinese culture into the
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Appreciation of Chinese Culture in Gubei Secondary
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Chinese Department, YCIS Shanghai Gubei Campus
FERR R RS X E

depth understanding and insight about Chinese culture

through various class activities, such as presentations,
debates, comparison, iMovie making, reflections, role-playing
and hands-on activities, as well as Chinese Language and Culture
field trips. Here are some examples of what the classes have been
involved this year:

The Year 7 and 8 Chinese as an Additional Language (CAL)
students recently covered the topic of Family Relationships.
Students learnt Chinese kinship terms and the meanings of biao
(cousins on the maternal side) and tang (cousins on the paternal
side).by listening to the children’s ballad called “Family Song” and
discussing the Chinese family tree. Students are now aware that
language and the difference in kinship terms may affect people’s
thinking or behaviour.

The Year 8 CAL students explored the topic of Chinese
Calligraphy. They learnt about the evolution of Chinese character
fonts, and discussed the differences between the fonts. The
students learnt how to appreciate the-calligraphy and started to
think about the historical and cultural factors behind the different
styles.

Through the introduction of the traditional Chinese musical
instrument gugin, Year 9. CAL students learnt about the historical
development of gugin, as-well as its shape and-structure. The
students were interested in the unique timbre features, contrary
to other traditional musical instruments and watched a video
overview of the essentials of playing gugin. After class, the
students compared the gugin and the harp by doing independent
research and extra music appreciation.

The Chinese Studies Course helps our students gain-an in-
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DIY Chinese Studies Course
) F PR EE

Janie Dong, Primary Chinese Co-ordinator, YCIS Shanghai Pudong
LEERPHERRENBPRGRIEEEEEE

his academic year, we have designed more learning
Tactivities for the weekly Chinese Studies class that is

part .of our Years 2-6 curriculum in our Primary Chinese
programme. One of the major learning features is a Do-It-Yourself
(DIY) approach to encourage our'students to better understand
Chinese culture through various interactive activities, such as
crafts, Chinese calligraphy, Chinese traditional painting, Chinese
games, and more. Those activities make learning more interesting
and dynamic..Chinese topic-related.field trips provide a natural
environment for our students to learn Chinese outside our
classrooms. Some trips we have taken this year include visiting
the beautiful Zhu Jia Corner, making steamed soup dumplings in
Qi Bao Town, and admiring traditional blue and white porcelain
at the Shanghai Museum. Each trip provides students with a
unique learning experience and more topics to discuss back in
the classroom:

Our Primary Chinese Culture Day is another annual school
event that provides our students with a fun and unique day of
specially designed Chinese cultural activities including flying kites,
a tug-of war competition, and traditional Shanghainese games.
We also-invite Chinese folk artists to display beautiful Chinese
crafts'and perform for our students.
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A Culture Window
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Ruth Liu Jiaeng, Year 9 Student, YCIS Shanghai Century Park Campus
LERPELERERENFRBLEEER

new Chinese Studies Course would be included in Lower

Secondary, featuring topics about society, culture, and
philosophy. | feel really excited about this new course, since
| think that culture and. traditions are a very important part of
learning the Chinese language.

In Year 9, Chunyun was a-topic we studied not long before
the Chinese New Year. This is a unique situation that takes place in
China every 15 days before, and 25 days after the Spring Festival,
when millions of migrant workers leave cities to return to their
rural_.homes in order to spend the Chinese New Year with their
families. Besides Chunyun, we also talked about some interesting
topics, such as the CCTV Spring Festival Gala (Chunwan) and Fast
Food in China. We did some research and cultural comparisons,
and also did presentations in class. Chinese Studies lessons have
opened a window to us and gave us new insights into Chinese
culture.

I ast semester the Chinese Department announced that a

FEH  hXHEMRANT LR RFER - REEPIH
RITM AT - BRA - BRTR2EEE  EBRTENXENERDE
REEZR o

[5& | RERMETEFFAMEENERE - EEBFNRARE
FFEEHRIGRIER BRI E LR - BUABBERTRENER
T BEAESFOREDS MM MSRZEE - 37

KRR B E -
BT [HFE]  RAEEBTEMEBNER @ L [F

Bl A [BEREETE] - RAESRBENBREPERER - HKER
LS - hAEMIRAFER - FEMBERITAT —FE - BRARA
THEPEE.-



Celebrating Chinese Holidays

EHRPEEH

Michelle Wang, ECE Chinese Co-Teacher and K4 Team Leader, YCIS Shanghai Pudong
EERPHERRE DI R 5 ER KL P XAERER

t YCIS Shanghai, teachers never miss the opportunity
Ato integrate appropriate Chinese traditions into the
celebrations of Chinese holidays. Mid-Autumn Festival
isa time to worship the Moon and celebrate the harvest, and
so this year our K4 teachers role-played the story "Miss Moon
Makes Clothes" to the children. The performance promoted the
children's interest in the story, and provided for the learning of
new |unar vocabulary. During our celebration we also introduced
a traditional Mid-Autumn Festival food.to the children called
mooncake, and we made snowy mooncakes to share together.
For the Chinese New Year holiday, all of our classes eagerly
engaged in a range of traditional Chinese activities, such as
painting wintersweet blossoms, writing calligraphy, making paper
firecrackers, and cutting window decorations. We also invited
parent volunteers to organise and celebrate.some activities with
us, such as telling the legend- of “Nian”, making dumplings and
Chinese crafts. Moreover, our K4 children performed traditional
Chinese dance for their parents, and our K2 and K3 friends.
During Lantern Festival celebrations, the children helped
knead dough and roll glutinous.rice balls, a traditional Lantern
Festival sweet snack. Making tasty treats together, engaging

Class That Evokes Strong Echoes
iEtap T EEFE®RIT

Ying Yuan, Chinese Culture Co-ordinator, YCIS Shanghai Puxi ECE and Primary Sections

PERPEERR BN ERTEMERE T ERR

beauty and inspiration to'students and teachers at
Honggiao Campus. Teachers have used unique teaching
methods to engage students in learning Chinese culture.

Our Year 5 students learnt to create different Chinese knots,
not only through imitating their unique Eastern charm, but
also reflecting -upon
Chinese culture. The
Chinese Studies class
in Year 6 focused on
Chinese painting, and
interactions between
students and teachers
produced excellent
sketches and paintings.
We also arranged
for professional
Chinese. painting and

This year, the new Chinese Studies Course has-brought

in crafts, and putting on performances are all part of our
celebrations of Chinese holidays at YCIS Shanghail
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calligraphy teachers to train our own teachers.

The new Chinese Studies Course has helped our students
to gain more knowledge of Chinese culture. By becoming more
open-minded, they are better able to communicate with the
world.
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Vivid Chinese Painting
SE#epEE

Jin Wei, Chinese Co-Teacher, YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Camus
EERPIBRE P X EMERE

Chinese paintings in their Chinese Studies classes. Building

upon past learning about tools and materials of Chinese
painting, students have explored the difference between two
kinds of rice paper; they noticed that it is not easy to smudge
when drawing on processed rice paper, while it is easy to smudge
on raw rice paper. They realised that they should choose different
kinds of rice paper according to what they want to paint because
Chinese painting is an exquisite and intricate type of art.

Our students also-learnt that the main subjects of traditional
Chinese paintings are: figures, landscapes, and flowers and birds.
The freehand style (xieyi) and meticulous style (gongbi) are the
two main techniques to master. After viewing a series of famous
ancient and current Chinese painters’ work, the students learnt
the differences between these two techniques.

After learning the theories of Chinese paintings, the students
are eager to hold brushes and try to do these styles of painting
themselves!

Recently, Our Year 6 students have been learning about

Meaningful Chinese Fables
ERBRFNPELENES

June Xu, Chinese Co-Teacher, YCIS Shanghai Puxi ECE and Primary Sections
LRI E D RN B IR L ERREE

ear 6 students have recently been learning about Chinese
Yfables. China is one of the three “fable cradles”. While
learning about this topic, the students learnt that there
were five developmental stages of Chinese fables: Pre-Qin Period
philosophic fables; Han Dynasty-expostulatory fables; Wei, Jin,
the Southern and Northern Dynasties’ sneering fables; Tang and
Song Dynasties’ ironic fables; Ming and Qing Dynasties” humorous
fables.
Through watching the cartoon depiction of Dong Shi Xiao Pin
(a story about blind imitation with ludicrous affection), and Zhao
San Mu Si (a story about blowing hot and cold), the students not
only classified these fables, but also intuitively understood the
contents and moral. Working in groups, the students discussed
and summarised the features of the fables with great interest.
Then, students drew their favourite fable plots, and wrote down
their understanding.in Chinese or English.
Through these diverse forms of learning and others, our Year
6 students learnt a lot about Chinese fables and what those can
teach us about life.

RIL N EERAERTERABROEIER [FEE| - £FA
MREAER L BEERETREMTENTANMME - BEZ
FE-—FREESNATHRS - ZIET [AETHER - Tkt
= AEHER - TKEL ] B - KKEEE : PEER—FT
FERBENEN - RABRBEENTRAFTEMEETRNEH -

FREEFEN  BEERTHPREEN=KEE/AY . WK
FES - SEEMNTEESEMBRALEREER - BBMRE—X
FIHSEELRRNIER  BARRIMEREEZR

EETERAD  PEATRFHEREZREMNH - 24
T EB IR (AEHREERE) - B (NERCRE) - BB (&£
TERRE) BAREL

o B HAREE M = REF
Mz —  BBZMONAE  PERATEESHRODERKE &
FNEEET  MESHNENES REFILHANEHRAES &
AOARES  PENTGHEBE °

EMEEETHZEDABNBES - 11 (RiEE) 1 (H
=Em)  BERBEMERMENESHER BRI UEBM T
RHRENARTNEER < IR 22eEE - YEMEFwmEES
SR  c PEESRAEBMOFECHABNEEHRE  YET
HORENB S5 - AP XHEEXT TEHERIBEHIERE o

BEEEZHENEBRLN  NFANRENMETRRZTER
EHE  BERRBIREMARER -

R NEREESEBTEEE



Ectwcaios 't BB B

Let Students [Q0 the Chores
BEFE ML [R5

Paul Yip Kwok-wah, Chairman, Culture Committee, Yew Chung Education Foundation

AR ERRERERE

Japanese primary students work in turn to
serve lunch at school (photo by Tang Xinzi)
AR NBERREEDRERTE

(TER BEFTFIRE)

TR B4 BRI

we see students do chores, like distributing food, collecting

cutlery and kitchen waste. | saw a similar scene, students
doing some cleaning work at school, when [ visited Japan in April.
This is not a common practice at schools in Hong Kong and other
Chinese communities, which makes me reflect on life education
at school.

Educator Tao Xingzhi contended that life is an education,
and life education is action-oriented, progressive, and based on
historical lessons. While agreeing that life education includes all
the routines in daily life, | reckon that what is more important is
to attain internal transformation through physical and spiritual
experience and develop norms.

When | was young, setting a table and cleaning up after the
meal was a normal practice. Most parents asked children to do
so. That is life education. In Japan, | found that the local people
do not mind picking up rubbish on the ground. We need to take
action in order to make life education useful.

Recycling kitchen waste and utensils, using simple packaging
and sharing resources are measures to protect the environment.
They add up to a progressive lifestyle. In ancient times, treasuring
food and resources were virtues promoted by Confucianists,
Taoists and Mohists too, and they are the thrifty measures based
on historical lessons.

Nowadays, many parents do not learn or practise progressive
life philosophy, such as environmental protection, caring for
animals, public morals and equal rights to all. They either don't
teach children this by setting a good example. Instead, they are
busy taking children to extra classes, thinking they are helping
their children to compete with their peers.

I n online videos about lunchtime in Japanese primary schools,

Yew Chung students clean up a beach

Parents should teach their children by modelling these
behaviours in daily life. They should let their children do the
chores at home and at school. The effect of chores on children is
much better than extra classes. An exceedingly heavy schedule
only tires and bores children. Let children learn happily!
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Fundraisers Al|gﬂ W|t<h Motto
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held in YCIS Beijing this year. In the first semester, the

Primary Student Council members were moved by the
images of the victims of Typhoon Haiyan and so decided to
do their part to help. The Primary Student Council promoted a
bake sale very effectively. Our students turned out in force on
that day! We were bursting at the seams with baked goods,
but even more amazing was how quickly we sold the delicious
snacks and cakes. Over RMB 8,000 yuan was donated to Kids
International Ministries, a charity serving the people affected in
the hardest hit city of Tacloban.

This semester an exciting Easter Egg Hunt fundraising
event was planned and implemented, this time to benefit our
own Seeds of Hope charity. Tickets for the hunt sold fast and
it was incredibly popular with our students as the eggs they
were hunting for contained prizes ranging from house points to
chocolates to stuffed bunnies. All profits (over RMB 4,000 yuan)
were donated to Seeds of Hope.

We believe that having our students learning about love

Tvvo Primary Student Council fundraisers were successfully
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and charity within such hands-on activities not only benefits
those in need in the present day, but also will benefit our
students and those they come in contact with in their futures
lives beyond school.
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YC Character: Annette Hanson ycssilicon valley
#h A% - Annette Hanson w#iEs

hen Annette Hanson started out as a young science
Wteacher in a public middle school in Austin, the state

capital of Texas, she could never have imagined
that 14 years later she would be the principal of a Mandarin-
English bilingual international school in Silicon Valley, California.
Sometimes life takes unexpected turns, as Mrs Hanson shares
with YC Links.

What attracted you to YCIS Silicon Valley?

When we made the decision to relocate to California, my
family was seeking an adventure. My challenge was to find a
professional and personal community that would grow my family
and me. YCIS was the perfect fit: bridging the best of Eastern
and Western cultures, embracing strong bilingual academic
programmes, and nurturing a fondness for the arts within a
respectful and loving learning environment that made me feel
like | was at home.

What led you to become a school principal?

My years as a science teacher shed insight to the wonders
of the classroom, and serving as a school counsellor gave me
wisdom on the human condition. Serving as a school principal
was a logical step to blend all | have learnt about working with
parents, students, and teachers to help continue our school’s
success in Silicon Valley.

As an educator, what is your greatest passion?

That is implementing new and innovative techniques to help
every student and educator reach their personal and professional
goals. | would encourage students to challenge themselves as
they communicate new ideas and collaborate with their peers
to create unique learning opportunities that set a foundation for
future innovation.

In your first year as Principal of YCIS Silicon Valley, what
has been your greatest joy?

Among my greatest joys include gaining the trust and
confidence of parents and teachers, watching students excitedly
engage in our new multi-sensory science programme, and the
opportunity to see all our students actively embrace Chinese
culture by performing beautifully choreographed performances
at our annual Chinese New Year Gala.

What are you looking forwards to in the years ahead at
YCIS Silicon Valley?

| am excited to open our middle school in the 2015/2016
academic year. | look forwards to forming strong partnerships
with educational and business institutions in our region to give
our students capstone learning opportunities that extend outside
the classroom and have real-world applications.
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Inaugural World Classroom Trip to Cape Town

R =E—FHELTH

Edward Hepting, World Classroom Programme Manager t 52k = &R i2 4 # Edward Hepting

proved to be a great success and provided 57 Year 9
students with an opportunity of a lifetime to experience
several unique aspects of life in this rainbow nation.

Students agreed that one of the highlights was meeting the
South African boys and girls from the Sea Point High School in
Cape Town. They were warmly welcomed by the students and
soon made friends with their counterparts.

There were a number of different educational community
service activities which the students participated in. They first
worked with the South African Foundation for the Conservation
of Coastal Birds, learning about penguins and working to help
those injured.

Perhaps of greater impact, however, was the time spent with
the residents of the Alta du Toit Care Center for Downs Syndrome
patients and mentally handicapped individuals. Our students
learnt the importance of caring for those whose intellectual
capacity is challenged but who can still be worthwhile and
productive members contributing to society.

Also, the students thoroughly enjoyed their visit to Boulders,
where they saw a colony of African penguins frolicking in the
warm waters of the Indian Ocean. And speaking of the ocean, the
students travelled to the Cape of Good Hope, the furthest point
south on the African continent where the Atlantic Ocean meets
the Indian Ocean.

South Africa’s bitter struggle to overcome the horrors of the
apartheid policies were brought home to the students by a visit
to District Six Museum, and also Robben Island, where students
were given a tour of the prison and other facilities where former
President Nelson Mandela spent 18 years of the 27 years he was
imprisoned.

There was also time for students to enjoy some relaxation on
the trip, including a swim at Clifton Beach and a visit to a cooking
school in which students were taught how to prepare an entire
South African meal. An evening Zulu performance brought the
South African trip to its conclusion, a fitting end for one of the

This year's inaugural World Classroom trip to Cape Town

most well-received and enjoyable World Classroom experiences
to date.
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Jason and the Argonauts: Filmmaking at Yew Chung
(BB T FEEFIR)

Gabe Ostley, Artist-in-Residence St 14l Gabe Ostley

creative growing up. That is one of the movies | used to watch

with my dad, Jason and the Argonauts. | decided to make a film
of this ancient Greek myth with the Primary students and | could
envision this as a comedy.

This project took two terms to film. During the first term we
had six student actors and they helped spray paint the swords,
cut the cardboard, and paint and glue their helmets together.
Later in the second term our popularity grew and we had 15
students. | also enlisted the help of Yew Chung Alumni Vincent
Leung and Natalie Tse who is also fellow Artist-in-Residence to
help the students make collage backgrounds as well as help with

I thought back to what inspired me and helped me to be more

BB

the lighting and camera work. | also invited teachers and our Co-
Principal to play some of the roles. The students did an amazing
job, and it was probably the most fun and creative project I've
ever done at Yew Chung!
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A Room to Discover & FIREZH E &

" nce Upon a
time..." Do you
remember your

favourite book that you read
when you were little? Artist-
in-Residence, Haruka Ostley
and W151 ECE students and
teachers were thrilled to open
this new special room at
their campus. Haruka enjoys
pushing the boundaries
between different genres of
art. Therefore, when she was
asked to renovate this room, she thought of various ways to
nurture all of these creative impulses! We danced to the music
while we coloured the fabric for our special tipi. We painted our
music tree while we observed those nice leaves outside.

On the opening day, it was delightful to see students
exploring in the room, giggling, touching different textures, and

shaking materials to make some sounds. Our “Once Upon a Time”
room welcomes you with an exciting nature mural and wishes
everyone to keep exploring, discovering and playing to create
your next story.
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HSCC at YCIS-Secondary Open Day
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come up with different activities for the Open Day of Yew

Chung International School — Secondary on March 8. The
committee decided to organise an international food fair to
promote our school motto of “aligning with culture and arts”. It
was a very meaningful event because all the money raised will go
to Seeds of Hope.

The many treats for visitors to taste on the day included
cheeses from Europe, samosas from India, pandan cake from
Singapore, seaweed and rice crackers from Korea, mochi from
Japan, Chinese brine-marinated eggs, Chinese brown sugar
pudding, and Ningbo Lunar New Year Pudding. There were also
English muffins and American doughnuts made by students from
the Cooking Club led by teacher Margaret Lornie. The aromas of
the mouth-watering pastries drew a strong “following” queuing
up for a try. Furthermore, with teacher John Tait guiding, Pre-IB
students compiled a booklet with information about the different
treats for enriching the knowledge and experience of those tasting
them. All the treats were sold out before the end of the day and
they brought proceeds of close to HK$6,000.

Among the many other HSCC initiatives were the “Sharing
Session for Parents”, and the “Professional Sharing Sessions”. With
the former activity, students and parents of children who wished
to or would join the school could get to know more about it; while
the latter one gave senior secondary students who were planning
their future valuable insights and information.

The most touching part of that day was that several
parents asked how they could join the HSCC. Impressed by the
vivaciousness they saw and the co-operative spirit, like that of a big
family, among the teachers, students and parents, they hoped they
could also contribute to activities of the school for their children.

It was certainly a hectic day for HSCC members and parent
volunteers, but the success of the many activities on the day speaks
volumes about the spirit of home-school co-operation.

The Home-School Co-operation Committee (HSCC) had
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Learning with Hotpot
2 Nz 12 20 N8 E B

4 students had hotpot in class. They not only learnt about
Chinese culture, but also had the language learning

merged into their school life. When deciding on what food
to include, they wrote lists of ingredients, learning how to turn
the oral language into written language.

Children took notes home to ask for their family members’
help on preparing the specific ingredients. For most children, this
was their first experience of eating hotpot, so there was great
excitement and enthusiasm.

Teachers took photographs of the food, and these were
printed out, and turned into a picture and word matching game.
Children very quickly learnt to recognise many Chinese characters.
They became very excited when they could read some words.
Many children wanted to take the game cards home to share
with their families. They soon became engaged in making their
own cards. Children cut out pictures and matched them up with
words. Through this process, children learnt to listen, speak, read,
and write in a very natural, meaningful, and fun way.
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East Meets West in Primary

AL SRl 7E R

and similarities between cultures. In one of these lessons,

students learnt about traditional games that people play in
China and in New Zealand. As an example of a traditional game,
the children learnt all about Titi Torea, which means double short
sticks in Maori.

There are many different ways to play this game, starting
with a simple version where a player passes the sticks from hand
to hand, and progressing to children passing them from hand to
hand to each other. An advanced method is when the sticks are

Each year, our teachers plan lessons that show the contrasts

passed from behind and are caught. This game allows children
to learn about patterns and beats whilst enhancing their co-
ordination.

Year 3BG designed and made their own Titi Torea sticks, and
the teachers and children had a wonderful time playing the game
together.
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“Read 20!” Reading Gone Viral
[ FFE20 | — —ERIMEEME !

Tania McPhillamy, Primary Teacher Librarian, YCIS Shanghai Regency Park and Century Park Campuses

EERPHERRE/NBIEEEEEZRMTania McPhillamy

this year, we have included a reading challenge called
“Read 20!".

Implemented as a way to encourage reading and to
celebrate this year's 20th anniversary of YCIS Shanghai, the “Read
20!" challenge is for students in Years 1 through 4 to reach the
goal of reading 20 stories, and for students in Years 5 through 6 to
read for 20 hours before Book Week in May.

The emphasis of “Read 20!" is on widening the reading
choices for students, so all types of reading can be included.

As part of the YCIS Shanghai Pudong Primary Book Week

The response to “Read 20!" from students and parents
has been very positive. One mother told me it has been the
turning point for her son, and that he is much more likely to read
independently. Reassuringly enough, and without prompting,
many students have chosen to keep on reading even when the
goal of 20 stories or 20 hours has been reached.
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Year 6 Science Fair S EH T B E

Catherine Luk, Year 6 Teacher and Team Leader, YCIS Shanghai Century Park Campus /812 t 42 DB & 736 4 F R AR R 5 3k
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Branching out with Books

Heather Lockett, ECE & Primary Teacher Librarian, YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus
FERP B E DR/ N EREE B IR EZRMHeather Lockett

ur annual Book Week was a celebration of books, reading,
0 and growing across all of our Early Childhood and Primary

classes. Magical Monday saw students, staff, and parents
gathering on the field for our Book Character Parade. We were
treated to many visitors to our assemblies and classrooms during
the week which included famous authors.

Parents, grandparents, buddies, staff, and friends also visited
many classes throughout the week to share their favourite stories
and books. Children were seen in classes, libraries, corridors,
and garden areas enjoying the time to share a good book. Our
Parent Organisation very kindly helped us deliver hot chocolate
to all Primary classes as a treat on our “Snuggle up and Read”
pyjama day.

The Book Week committee and year groups worked hard to
link curriculum activities and events to our theme of “Branching
out with Books”. The student-decorated doors around the school
displayed a wide variety of styles and designs, and everyone
enjoyed the chance to view the doors. After this very successful
Book Fair, we have decided to use the proceeds to purchase
award-winning books from around the world. Book Week was a
wonderful celebration of promoting books and a love for reading
and learning.

n Year 6, one of our primary goals is to enrich our students
I with hands-on lessons and investigations to foster their love

for science — hence our initiative to showcase student learning
through a science fair.

Students were tasked to devise an investigation whereby
they answer a scientific question that interested them. With their
questions in mind, the students worked through a very detailed
process to create their projects. One student, Philip, wrote about
what the steps in the preparation involved, noting, “First, we came
up with questions that could be measured with the scientific
method. Once a question was chosen, we began planning our
project using the scientific method as the basic structure. Next,
we tested our hypothesis using scientific means, and then utilised
our computer skills to create tables, graphs, and PowerPoint
presentations to make our information more visual.” On the day
of the fair, parents joined teachers and staff on campus to watch
the budding scientists in action.
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YCIS Shanghai’s 20th Anniversary and
Seeds of Hope Charity Gala Concert

LBEP0RAFERERET

HFé#a

Sally Davis, Head of Performing Arts, YCIS Shanghai Gubei Campus /812 & 647 & & E Z 47569 £ (£ Sally Davis

t was with great
I excitement that YCIS

Shanghai had the
opportunity to host the
Seeds of Hope Concert this
year, in conjunction with
our 20th Anniversary. The
Seeds of Hope initiative brings together musicians from all of
YCIS schools. This opportunity to perform in larger groups is an
invaluable experience for so many of our young musicians. Gubei
Campus’ own Year 12 student Samantha has performed in four
Seeds of Hope Concerts. This year she was in orchestra, choir and
the rock band. “It is always exciting to see familiar faces and we
get the chance to make great memories,” said Samantha.

Prior to the concert starting, Mr Steve Hackman, Head of
Christian and Moral Education Division announced plans for the
building of the new Seeds of Hope school in Anhui Province next
year. All of the students performed with great enthusiasm and
enjoyed making music together. After singing with the rock band
and choir at her final concert at YCIS, Year 13 student Isabelle took
the opportunity to express her gratitude to YCIS for all it has given
her over the years saying, “YCIS starts with a child and builds
a person, one who is respectful, loving, and charitable. | really
appreciate what YCIS has given me in that respect.”
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An art auction during the Concert in the lobby raises money for the Seeds of Hope charity
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The Annual Maths Fair £ E g & &

The Mathematics Department, YCIS Shanghai Gubei Campus /g2 &b & 52T

We have already had Pi Day, the American Scholastic
Mathematics Association contests as well as the American
Mathematics Competitions contest. But nothing is quite like
the excitement seen in a highly academic demonstration of
mathematics skills that are displayed at the Year 10 Mathematics Fair.
This year's students showcased an impressive array of
topics and applications to what they have been learning in the
IGCSE syllabuses. Topics ranged from volume and surface area
comparison problems in purchasing ice cream cones and fast
food french fries to perspective in shadow puppet theatre, to
studies on symmetrical properties, and even the ratio of fatty oil
produced when frying different brands of bacon! These were only
some of the many topics explored in the Mathematics Fair.

This group of students showed us the proper processes to
follow in exploring mathematics by gathering their own data,
doing their own calculations and looking for patterns. With
the patterns they found, they extended their ideas to more
complicated cases and applications of what was discovered. The

Yes, spring is certainly the season to celebrate Mathematics!

Mathematics teachers are certainly very proud of the students’
accomplishments this year!
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Stung by the Bee [/\ZE#% | 8823k

Jennifer Borger, Secondary English Teacher, YCIS Shanghai Gubei Campus /&1 &4t i & R B E A Z M Jennifer Borger

ur students performed well in the EW. Scripps China
o Regional Spelling Bee Competition. It is held each spring,

bringing together young spellers from all over China and
giving them an opportunity to progress to the final rounds of the
EW. Scripps National Spelling Bee held in Washington D.C.. Over
300 Key Stage 3 students from Year 7 to Year 9 participated in a
heated first round of spelling.

Our first round had students listening to a recorded test and
writing down the spellings of 25 words. All of the top 15 spellers
moved on to the second round, a live spelling bee. Elizabeth,
Bobby, and Rageeb from YCIS Shanghai Gubei campus won the
second round. In the semi-finals, they went head to head against
44 students from all over China, including three from our sister
school in Pudong. Our students gave it their all, but against tough
words with difficult pronunciations they were not able to progress
onto the finals. While our students did not quite go the distance
this year, our younger competitors will have another chance
when the Bee stings us all again next spring.
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Student Club Helps Protect the Environment

2E AKX HEBIRK

Curtis Young, Science Teacher, YCIS Shanghai Gubei Campus /&1 & b2 & B2 ZAfiCurtis Young

active year of raising awareness about environmental

issues. The club has worked closely with Shanghai Roots
and Shoots to address a range of issues such as desertification,
climate change, endangered species, and food waste. To achieve
their goal of raising awareness, the students have been engaged
in a diverse number of activities including presentations, student
assemblies, promotion of their carbon offset programme, and an
acoustic concert to celebrate Earth Hour.

The club has launched a successful fundraising campaign
for the Million Tree Project along with great success with their
carbon offset programme in which parents and students buy
trees to offset carbon emissions. The club has already raised RMB

T he Environment Club at the Gubei Campus has had an

30,000 yuan to plant 1,200 trees in an effort to stop desertification
in Inner Mongolia. The highlight and most rewarding event in this
year's club calendar was in mid-April when the students planted
over 900 trees in Inner Mongolia.
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Fruitful Book Week 12 2 EHIE & &

26

rom March 10 to 13, YCIS Beijing held a Book Week for
F students of Kindergarten and Primary. The week included

a Book Fair every day offering the YCIS Beijing community
the chance to buy various titles.

One highlight of the week was the visit by author Jan Latta.
She shared with the students her experiences in Africa, the
process of writing her collection of 12 books, and the importance
of animal preservation. Book Week concluded with a Character
Dress-Up Day in which all Kindergarten and Primary students
wore costumes to display their favourite character from a book
they had read.
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A Meeting with Palestinian Embassy

HEOHEEXFEERRER

n February 19, Year 12 and 13 Global Politics students had

0 a meeting at the school with two representatives of the
Palestinian Embassy to gain more detailed information on

YCIS Beijing

team of pioneering YCIS Beijing students participated
Ain the 2nd annual International School Snowsports

Competition of China (ISSCC) held in Hebei in March. A
total of seven international schools from Beijing participated with
just under 40 participants across the skiing and snowboarding
categories in the two-day event.

The first morning session consisted of simple slalom racing
techniques and allowed the competitors, which ranged in age
from 7 to18, time to get familiar with the piste.

YCIS Beijing surpassed the field of competitors by winning
the Overall School Championship based on a points system for
Tst — 4th place finishes across the Giant Slalom and Dual Slalom
races. The YCIS Beijing students were outstanding and continued
to showcase their many talents over the weekend.

All those involved are now looking forwards to next year
on the slopes with the aim of successfully defending the Overall
School Championship award.

the creation of the Palestinian State, and the on-going problems it
faces. During the meeting, our students were engaged and greatly
interested in the ideas that were shared and asked many pertinent
questions. They gained a great deal from the discussion, and will
be able to use what they have learnt in their Global Politics work in
general, as well as specifically in their current units of study. They
also gained a new insight into the current situation in Syria.

2R198 - dbRURTEGE T BEHNEREEMMERER - 2
RE+ M+ =FRBB2HRBOAEN 2L - SEBHIEMNZEIA
KFrEERe RS EERK - B - BAERK T RESUENRERE - &
AT EERERS  YRRAIARERBUANEEESD - I
b, Rl RN T R B EAS T — LA 8

Students Win ISSCC Competition
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n February,

Rainbow Café Opening
the children in

I K4 discussed

the next interest
they wanted to
explore. They voted
on opening a café
in the classroom,
naming it “Rainbow
Café". For the next
few months, they
investigated many different aspects of running a café. First they
visited local cafés to find out about the drinks, the food, the décor
and the uniforms. Then they designed some coffee cups with
their families. They designed and made aprons, created menus,
name badges, VIP cards, “money”, “No Smoking” signs, posters
and ice cream! They learnt about how coffee is grown, harvested,
prepared, roasted, ground and made. All the time, they used their
café as a role-play area, being waiters, baristas, customers, cashiers
and managers, learning about the work involved in running
a café.

At the Grand Opening at the end of April, all the parents
came, and were impressed with the way their children greeted
them, and served them. The children were very professional,
showing excellent communication skills, good memory
(remembering the orders), and impressive physical ability,
carrying their trays of food and drinks around the cramped café
to their parents. As they enjoyed the delicious food and drinks,
the families watched a slide show, showing the story of how the
Rainbow Café came about.
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Year 1 Field Trip - Life's a Beach

—FRIIHEFE—EEE—

o start off our new
Beside the Seaside
topic in stunning style,

Year 1 visited the Children’s
Park in Jiangbei on April 17. As
Chongging lacks blue seas and
golden sandy beaches, the
gigantic sandpit there was the
closest we could get to a white,
sandy beach. The students
had a lot of fun creating
sandcastles with buckets and
spades, decorating them with
“beach” debris. After a quick
picnic lunch, the students made their way back to school, some
happily chatting about their adventure, others dreaming of their
next sunshiny holiday.
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Model United Nations Conference ##i i & E

International Schools in China was held at Le Meridien

Conference Centre in Qingdao from February 27 through
March 1. Eleven secondary students attended this prestigious
event, as delegates representing India, Malaysia, the Netherlands
and the Bahamas. Over the course of the three-day event
students took part in debates, resolution writing and other real-
world United Nations-based activities. This year students were
active members of the Disarmament Committee, the General
Assemblies, the Human Rights Council, the Advisory Panel and
the Economics and Social Council (ECOSOQ).

In order for students to acquire the skills needed for this
challenging event, at YCIS Qingdao, MUN is run as a 2-semester
After-School Activities with students doing several months of
demanding preparatory work prior to the conference. Students
become acquainted with many real-world issues being
discussed in the UN, do background research on the history and
development of the issues and then, when they are assigned to
a specific delegation, refine their knowledge and understanding
of these issues from the point of view of the government of the
country they are representing.

The MUN conference is not all work, however. There is plenty
of fun during the MUN BASH held on the first evening of the
conference night, when delegates get to meet and do team-
building games with other delegates from all over Asia. There is
also plenty of time to get to know students from other schools,
both while drafting resolutions together and during meals and
free time in the evening.

This year's participation was outstanding, with students from
Years 9-13 representing their countries and committees and
we are especially pleased to see that some of their resolutions
got passed! Over the past several months, our students pushed
their own boundaries, worked through their fears of public
speaking and finished the conference feeling proud, enthusiastic
and looking forwards to attending next year! This was the most
successful MUN Conference for YCIS Qingdao yet, and we hope

The Model United Nations (MUN) Conference for
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that more students will join this challenging and exciting ECA
next year!
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Young Artists of the Year £ E /N E#T X

CIS is dedicated to cultivating relationships within the
Yexpat community so that its students and their families
can mingle better with other members of the community.
On April 19, YCIS Qingdao and Redstar magazine hosted
its first annual Young Artists of the Year art exhibition, creating
a wonderful outlet for the nurturing of the students' creative
ability and exchanges. It featured artwork from students, ranging
from ages 3 to 17. In addition to the exhibition, YCIS provided
fun for students of all ages by setting up a craft table and a
Polaroid photo booth. Divided into four age groups, the artwork
was critiqued and viewed by qualified judges from within the
community and prizes were awarded to a winner from each
group. While students socialised and enjoyed the activities,
parents got a chance to mingle with other adults and admire
their children’s creativity.
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Mathematical Thinking in ECE % 1 &8 &Y 8 ik £ 2

Laura Colton, ECE Teacher, YCIS Qingdao & &+ 4h##5&AfiLaura Colton

work demonstrating their understanding of mathematical

thinking with different ways. In each setting, the group
of students participated as observers, wonderers and thinkers.
Each activity was rich with a combination of pictures, symbols
and numerals. During the month, the ECE students also learnt
Mathematics when the children were included in supporting the
Secondary Student Council to raise funds for Seeds of Hope. They
counted the amount of money raised in our class, recorded it
in pictures and gained an understanding of RMB notes. In other
activities, the students measured themselves against a non-
standard measuring tool and recorded their findings. They asked
other students and teachers in the school to do the same. Then,
they sorted all of the data and recorded it onto a tally chart.

As with most learning experiences in ECE, the children
demonstrated various levels of understanding by recalling
and retelling their experiences through words, drawings, and
presentations. All of their hard work is displayed inside or outside
the classroom so that the students can refer to it and talk about it
with peers, friends and family.

D uring the month of March, our ECE students were hard at
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Cool Science! &1} £

hat child doesn't love to test, experiment and investigate
W the question “What happens when....”? Well, it turns
out, parents love it too! Science Day at YCIS brought 15
parent volunteers to campus to share their expertise and love of
science with students in Kindergarten through Grade 5. Students

spent the day rotating through fun, hands-on experiments and
interactive demonstrations led by parents.

Students made batteries with lemons, tested theories about
bacteria, explored solar energy power (an extra challenge on a rainy
day!), extracted fruit DNA, discovered the crushing power of vacuums,
and created objects to “fly” in a wind tunnel. They tackled a challenge
to balance nails, investigated chemical reactions with a volcano
experiment, and discovered the predictability of periodic motion.

An annual event, Science Day is one of the students’ favourite
YCIS traditions — fuelling their passion for all things scientific. By all
accounts, this year's event was another spectacular success!
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Celebrating Success at Mandarin Speech Contest

BUEERRERILENRI

CIS students celebrated another successful year at the
Y39th Mandarin Speech Contest of the Chinese Language

Teachers of Association of California (CLTAC) held in San
Francisco on April 26. The annual regional speech contest brings
students of the Chinese language from elementary school through
university programmes together to compete in various grade and
language level ability categories.

Each year brings more participating schools and the
competition becomes more challenging. Keeping up our tradition
of excellence in this contest, YCIS Silicon Valley students once
again performed exceptionally well. All 54 YCIS participants gave
outstanding presentations, representing their school with honour.
Seven YCIS students were awarded First Prize in their categories.
Another seven gained Second Prize, three achieved Third Prize and
14 were awarded Honourable Mention.

As the President of the CLTAC said in his opening remarks,
the fact that all of the students have chosen to learn Mandarin -
a language that not only gives them insight into 5,000 years of
uninterrupted civilisation but will open many future opportunities —
makes them all winners!
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EehRAEg Alumni

Happy to Be Home Again [ 5 8 &% 8 B i7

Herbert Cheng Hoi-fai, YCIS Hong Kong 1B 2011 2011 &R+ IBER % £ Es#

of this year's annual musical The Wizard of Oz, there is truly
"no place like home”. As an alumnus of Yew Chung, | cannot
agree more with her.

| was fortunate enough to have crossed paths with Mr
Allan Nazreno in Year 11, who started the tradition of the annual
school musical that is today a prominent part of Yew Chung's
artistic character. My participation in these projects whilst | was
still a YC student dictated much of my activity as an alumnus, and
involvement in theatrical activities has nourished my personal
development.

As an alumnus, coming back to the Yew Chung community
and joining hands with my brothers and sisters in performance
means so much more than just an act of participation. | interpret
the opportunity to return and contribute to the performing arts as
an act of gratitude to the many years of nourishment and guidance
the school has given me. Even today, | still recall the sights and
sounds of the 80th Anniversary Gala Concert in March last year, and
the 75th Anniversary Gala Concert six years ago. The heartwarming
sights of students, teachers and alumni participating together in
a performance have characterised much of my experience at Yew
Chung and will continue to do so for many years to come!

A s many may share and agree with Dorothy Gale, protagonist

#HEZE YALC

Fun Learning 23 %

ur “Embrace Nature” annual painting competition has
0 come into its fourth year. The theme of this year is “Fun

Learning”. As the organiser, YALC has been excited about
the overwhelming support from the students, parents and schools,
and the submissions came from various regions such as Singapore
and mainland China.

The judging panel included professional artists, art educators
and education consultants; the winners were chosen in April and
were interviewed by art and education magazines and television,
sharing their ideas and experiences of their paintings and the
competition.

We give our greatest congratulations to the winners!
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Yew Chung Education Foundation

20 Somerset Road, Kowloon Tong, Hong Kong
BENBEERME B 2055

Tel E5E ¢ (852) 23387106

Fax {§H : (852) 23046713

Website A8 B
www.ycef.com

YCIS Hong Kong

2 Kent Road, Kowloon Tong, Hong Kong
FRENEEREE2R

Tel 3 ¢ (852) 23387106

Fax f5& : (852) 23046713

YCIS Shanghai

18 West Rong Hua Road, Gubei New Area,
Shanghai 201103, P.R.C.

T e dEH R AR X 1857201103
Tel E3E : (8621) 62195910

Fax fHH : (8621) 6219 0675

YCIS Beijing

Honglingjin Park, 5 Houbalizhuang, Chaoyang District,
Beijing 100025, PR.C.

B R ARG & & )\ B EE5 57 ALR MR E 100025
Tel 3 : (8610) 8583 3731

Fax f5H : (8610) 8583 2734

YCIS Chonggqing

No. 2, Huxia Street, Yuan Yang Town,

New Northern Zone, Chongging 401122, P.R.C.
B S B AL BRI B B RN B 5258401122
Tel EiE ¢ (8623) 6763 8482/81

Fax {55 : (8623) 6763 8483

YCIS Qingdao

72 Taihangshan Road, Economic & Technology Development Zone,
Huangdao, Shandong 266555, P.R.C.

FRELRE B B A E BT 3 & K17 I B 7257266555

Tel E3E : (86532) 8699 5551

Fax {§H : (86532) 8687 0099

YCIS Silicon Valley

310 Easy Street, Mountain View, CA 94043, USA
Tel E3E : (1-650) 903 0986

Fax f£& : (1-650) 903 0976

*Each school is independently registered and operated & 5 415 38 3 & 1&

Website A9 5
www.ycis-schools.com
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