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Jared Vaughn, Secondary English Teacher, YCIS Qingdao

This school year’s YCIS Qingdao Lower Secondary
Experiencing China trip to Hangzhou was a truly
great adventure. After flying into Hangzhou that
Monday morning, the students immediately went
to Longmen Ancient Town to check out the local
life, cuisine and history. The next morning, they
were off to the world-renowned West Lake to enjoy
its beautiful scenery and serenity. Walking around
its lovely shores and boating across the lake on
wooden passenger boats made for a truly remarkable
experience. After a good lunch, the students travelled
to Song Dynasty City to do some shopping and to
catch a truly one-of-a-kind performance. The students
then journeyed to the Xixi Wetlands the following
day to experience traditional vegetable farming and
net fishing first hand, and later that day, the students
travelled to Jiuxi and Longjing to enjoy the out of
doors and games in the bamboo forest.

Thursday morning, the students were up early
again, this time travelling to downtown Hangzhou
to check out the Hangzhou Scissor Museum and
the Hangzhou Umbrella and Fan Museum and then
they travelled to the Southern Kiln Museum later
that day to learn about and try their hand at making
traditional pottery. On the students’” final morning in
Hangzhou, they journeyed to Longwu Village and
Tea Farm to pick tea in a nearly idyllic setting: lush
tea fields surrounded by picturesque mountains, the
perfect temperature, and even a gentle breeze. What
an amazing place! In between a traditional Chinese
lunch at Longwu Village and boarding the plane, the
students travelled to see the place where Jack Ma, a
Chinese business magnate, rose to fame, the Dream
Town. All in all, the week was truly a wonderful way
to experience China, have fun with friends, and make
unforgettable memories.
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J 2 Hike'togRemembery

From October 22-26, YCIS Chongqing's Year 8
students were the second year group to complete the
physically and mentally challenging Dali hike. The
hike involved three days of hiking along the old tea-
horse road in the Flower Valley of Mt Cangshan to
an elevation of approximately 3100m. For reference,
Chonggqing is at an elevation of about 400m.

Day 1 and day 2 were the most difficult for our
students. The length of the hike along with the
elevation gain demanded mental toughness and
allowed students to show their resilience. A small
group of our students challenged themselves even
further and hiked an additional 4km up to the Flower
Valley for a fantastic view.

Our trip ended with a multitude of cultural activities.
Students completed a cycle tour through Dali old
town, learnt how to make local cheese rushan, weaved
a bamboo basket, learnt and made a traditional tie-
dye cloth and took part in a traditional tea ceremony
with a local Bai family.

The tea ceremony, san dao cha, summed up the
Dali trip perfectly. The ceremony consists of three
different teas. The first is a bitter tea called “hardship
tea”, showing that in life there are hardships that
you need to endure. The tough part of this trip was
undoubtedly the hike. The second tea is a sweet tea,
symbolising the fresh feeling after hardship has been
endured. After completing the hike, there were many
feelings of joy and relief but also a proud sense of
accomplishment. The third tea is an exceptionally
intense tea promoting reflection on what has been
done.

Students will remember this trip for many years,
recalling their effort and mindset to overcome the
challenge. Experiences like these begin to shape what
the Year 8s will become in the future. If this trip is an
indication, the future is looking bright for them.
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Early on October 15, 2018, the Year 7s and Year 9s
of YCIS Chongqing, totalling 60 students, plus six
members of staff, embarked on a journey to camp in
Yangshuo, Guilin. The six-day camp comprised of
two days of travelling/settling, and four full days of
activities. The purpose of this camp was to provide
students with valuable outdoor education, as well as
developing them as individuals by growing outside
the classroom.

After a seven-hour journey on the bus and train,
students finally arrived at the camp site, where they
also facilitated the first activities of camp, “Cops and
Robbers” and “Werewolf”. Subsequently, students
set up their own tents and were ready for dinner.

The plethora of camp activities, planned by Mr
Jason Brady and carried out by the staff at the site,
challenged students both physically and mentally.
These included: rock-climbing, zip-lining/abseiling,
archery, raft-building, basket weaving, and caving.
Students enjoyed all of these activities, in particular
rock-climbing and zip-lining/abseiling; they were
definitely up for the challenge, whether it was scaling
the side of a mountain that was dozens of metres
high, sailing through the air or, descending from 50
metres above ground.

On three of the nights, students had to make their
own dinners; the meals cycled through were: pasta,
pizza, and Chinese food. Students learnt basic
cooking skills and enjoyed their own dishes.

As teachers, we bore witness to many moments
by students of which we can be proud. We
were delighted when some students took our
encouragement and became risk-takers, and
completed the zip-line and abseil; we were glad to see
students being communicative as teammates, and as
creative thinkers, when they designed and assembled
their own rafts; we marvelled at some of the students’
athletic abilities when climbing up the side of the
mountain.

Most importantly, we were especially proud of the
growth we witnessed in the students; they had grown
more in five days than they would have in five weeks
in the classroom. The level of maturity that both the
Year 7s and Year 9s have risen to is surprising and
touching.
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The Year 10 IGCSE Art students went on an exciting
and culturally enriching trip to Taiwan during the
Experiential Learning Week in the fall of 2018. The
trip focused on the modern metropolis of Taipei,
which is a fascinating mix of contemporary and
colonial buildings. The students visited many
important cultural and historical locations, such
as Museum of Contemporary Art Taipei, National
Palace Museum, Songshan Cultural and Creative
Park, and the Huashan 1914 Creative Park.

The city is known for its lively street-food scene and
our students were also able to live like locals and
experience the delicious thrill of eating at the Shilin
and Raohe Night Markets in addition to many other
local restaurants. Another place they were able to
learn through their taste buds was the historical
Shenkeng Old Street, also known as the “Tofu Street
of Taiwan” where you can get any kind of tofu
product you can imagine.

In addition to all of the cultural and culinary
experiences they had the opportunity to study under
the guidance of the faculty of National Taiwan
University of Art and practise traditional methods of
art making. They practised Chinese painting through
landscapes and floral studies, Chinese calligraphy,
seal carving, and a day out in the park working using
en plein air methods of Chinese painting. They also
spent an afternoon at the Chashanfang Tea Soap
Factory where they were introduced to both the

art and science of making artisanal soaps, but the
highlights were getting to create their own during a
workshop given by the factory staff.

The trip gave students practical hands-on learning
in a culturally stimulating environment that the
classroom could not have provided them, allowing
them to broaden their global horizons only a short
flight from Hong Kong.

T 2018 FAK MBS E B - 1538 IGCSE £ AW+
EREES T —HMEBEMMERZIK © 5 KK
BIERZEAEEEATERRARFRELENH
RR#T - FAELBETSEEENLLRBELRE
Blan . GILERENE B EHYR -~ LA
BEEKRED 1914 XAZEXRE -

GATUHELXRHE  AEHETUA—M 3 TH
WEBERRE BIMERBARTERREEHER -
IR R (TwEs " 6B8IR/E, ) &
WEEEH  BELSKERKER -

BYXLR TR T ARERNE L E2EEMN
RE EANREZANEET > BRERTBEEMAIF -
HBA A E RIS > F G AA FF EAE AR
fthE FRRHKTEFEEE 2 REAERUYF
EEENFHNREEATVEKRELE - o
EXLFREXLERELAT —ETF EFFLT
E%%%%ﬁﬂ%’ﬁlﬁﬁ¢ﬁﬁ75%53%w

Wil ERRAR - B A RE WL AR R T BB
B BANEE - RE—REERT MR RERL
2WBE > /R TRELU A



Amata Lo, Head of Behaviour and Welfare (Qtumd ary), Y
R ELTARBHES (FEH) ET2

From October 5 to 10 2018, the Year 12 Art students
participated in an amazing trip to Italy. The trip
first took them to the Italian capital of Rome, a
cosmopolitan city with 3,000 years of globally
influential art, architecture and culture. They toured
the ancient ruins of the Colosseum, marvelling at its
structural details and historical significance. It was
followed by the Vatican City, where students admired
St Peter’s Basilica and particularly Michelangelo’s
ceiling fresco paintings within the Sistine Chapel.

For the second part of the trip, we travelled to
Ravenna in the North of Italy. Known for its well-
preserved late Roman and Byzantine architecture
and mosaic art (now preserved as UNESCO World
Heritage Sites), it used to be the capital city of the
Western Roman Empire in 402 BC. Students not only
toured these fascinating UNESCO sites including the
Basilica of Sant'Apollinare Nuovo and Mausoleum
of Galla Placidia, but also took inspiration from them
and first-hand photos and sketches to use in their own
mosaic making. In their following two-day mosaic
workshop, students learnt from local master mosaic
artists about special mosaic construction techniques
that helped them construct their own unique mosaic
pieces. The Italy Art trip was an incredible and very
fruitful experience for our students, who all gained
great skills and resources to help with their future art
making.
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Adrian Maciuca, Grade 6 Student, YCIS Silicon Valley

Fifteen YCIS Silicon Valley middle school students
recently visited YWIES Tongxiang on our first
Middle School China Trip. We also visited several
water towns during the trip. The main visit was to
Wuzhen, a 1300-year-old water town on the lower
part of the Yangtze River. It is a pride of China’s
scenic area and one of China's top 10 historical and
cultural towns. After touring the east side of Wuzhen,
we were itching for a boat ride. We saw many other
people enjoying the adventure, and we felt like it was
a traditional thing we had to do. After talking to our
teacher and the tour guide, we set out for the west
side of Wuzhen for the boat ride.

On the boat ride, I had a lot of fun. We played with
some toys we had bought earlier, and we also made
some small talk. At one point in time, the boat behind
us came very close, and we got very close to the boat
in front of us. The boat behind us started singing a
song from Pirates of the Caribbean. They sang the first
part. After we turned a corner, they sang the second
part of the song. It really made it feel like a pirate
fight.

At the end of the boat ride, we did a survey for how
good we would rate our boat ride. We had to put our
ticket into a bin, rating our ride. I put my ticket in the
bin with the words “very satisfied”, which told my
rating of the whole trip.
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Lions and tigers and snakes...oh my! What do you do
when your preschoolers are interested in larger than
life, wild animals? You go to the Zoo! On October 17,
2018 the YCIS Silicon Valley Pre-4 Owl Class students
were thrilled to go on their first field trip to the
Oakland Zoo.

Before our field trip, our students began their
inquiry of animals in the classroom. During the
first few weeks of school we observed the children
talking about tigers and elephants, so we decided to
introduce a couple of jungle animals during a circle
time activity. As the children’s interest in animals
continued to grow, we transformed our classroom
into a rainbow jungle. Children helped by adding
leaves and stuffed animals.

Once our jungle was done, some of the children
asked questions about people who work with
animals. During circle time we explained that those
people are called zoologists. One student asked,
“Are those the people who work at the zoo?” We
explained that some did, while others worked in
different environments like the jungle, safari parks, or
rainforests. As we noticed the children talking about
the zoo, we set out animals and logs for children to
play with. Many of the children started to build cages

for the animals and called them zoos. Some children
integrated language and literacy by asking us how to
spell specific words so they could write them down
themselves and post labels on their “cages”.

To prepare for our trip to the zoo, we showed the
children live web cam feeds of different animals that
live at the Oakland Zoo. This sparked the children’s
curiosity to find out how many different animals
live there. Our Pre-4 students had such a great time
discovering all the animals at the Oakland Zoo. The
field trip was an excellent first-hand experience that
allowed our students to explore, observe, investigate
and extend their learning beyond the classroom.
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Experiencing China trips at YCIS Beijing are an
essential part of our Secondary curriculum. At the
beginning of each year, students from Years 6 to
Year 12 enjoy a week of discovery without walls
in fascinating and remote locations across China.
Ms Farah Sun, Head of Secondary, discusses the
highlights from this year’s Experiencing China trips
which took students across five of China’s historic
provinces:

There’s no better way to teach our students about
China and its diverse culture than taking them
outside the classroom. As well as building on cultural
understanding, historical knowledge and language
skills, our annual Experiencing China trips are also
designed to enhance team work, resilience and
student-teacher relationships.

Shanxi

Year 6 students visited Pingyao, an ancient walled
city and a merchant’s centre, famous for having
China’s first bank. They stayed in a traditional
courtyard guesthouse and took part in paper
cutting, mask painting, noodle making and kung
fu classes. Outside, they explored Pingyao’s banks
and museums and Zhangbi Village to learn about
the hidden underground tunnels where soldiers
survived.

10

Shandong

Year 7 students visited Shandong and the Confucius
Temple, where they took part in a masterclass on
Confucius. Dressed up as his pupils, our students
learnt about Confucius’s life, family and teachings
- including the importance of respecting teachers!
Students also competed a grueling seven-hour hike
up Mount Tai. At the summit they were rewarded
by breathtaking views and finished with a thrilling
descent via a cable car through the clouds.

Zhejiang

Year 8 students visited Hangzhou and enjoyed a
poetry-inspiring view of the West Lake and the
temples after a mountain hike. They took a boat to
the island in the middle of West Lake to see the “Three
Pools Reflecting on the Moon” and used the scenery
to inspire some artwork.

Year 9 students visited the scenic countryside of
Moganshan. They visited the beautiful bamboo
forests and several small villages, making maps and
learning about the local way of life. Students also
tried their hands at gardening, farming, cooking and
basket weaving.

Inner Mongolia

Year 10s travelled to Inner Mongolia by overnight
sleeper train. During the trip they stayed in a
traditional Mongolian yurt and experienced the
beautiful and extreme landscape of desert, grasslands
and mountains. They explored sights by camel and
foot and learnt the ancient arts of archery, Mongolian
wrestling and, of course, yurt building.

Yunnan

Year 11 and 12 students went to Li Jiang in Yunnan.
A tough, two day hike took students through the
jaw-dropping Tiger Leaping Gorge. They visited
the ancient town of Bai Xia, learnt about the Naxi
minority group, and made their own dumplings and
Naxi bread. At a local primary school, groups split
to paint a fantastic mural and play traditional games
with the school children.

An Annual Success

As always, the Experiencing China trips were an
enormous success. Students worked collaboratively
to overcome the physical and mental challenges of
tough hikes and activities. They were exposed to
incredible natural beauty, different ways of life and
expanded their understanding and respect for the
diversity and cultures of China.

sroom and inte China
ABRBERTFH



TR F - R FIRAT R T SR EE WAL
B BEEN AET_FHRWELEEFERAL
HBEWHMTERTHN - AN EERE - PERKHFZ
e+ A EATH B S FHB T FRATHRA - ZRIK
THREZEEBRTEERELANER

EELTIREN > HHRZRRHFWHAR M+ B
BELZAXAM TR - T HFEXEME - B ok
EFEMESHRRETI HRTERTOLGENARE
AR E A BT ARE A B

(1]

NERWELZBETLWENFESR > SEETHEH
XRo UBAFEE —FXKATUHSE - B2LEE®S
REMERER SR WAE EGREFE HE
RNRREAEEES | IR E T FEORAT Y
o BIEREN  THRTE/UEFWRTHRE -

lip g

LtHERWELBRET LR - ELHILER - w1kH
BALF It B KA THRILTFHEARER  fi
HMEENRBAFES AHELEHNAWEENS | 2%
BAEZRT R ENRFESIRT > EFRLZEHX
FHM ) RABEFHRERRBZIREARASAEE -

Wil

NG R EE BT TAMN > BB KR TR
FHEFHEET - P RMEETHN T A EE - K
HELW TZERA, > TEXFHRETAMFEN
feda

NERNELEBH THRETILWEZHEHHA -
MEBERENIR RERE AR RIEHE - §
WTAERE NP EFTA ARG FHERE
TAEA B T AR o

NE

TERNELERLBERRMFIENENRE - 44
BEAWMEEE > REDE - FR DR 3 28 AR 55
ANXBEE - PIHERERATEH LEHE2
R RE REER > URBRRTHE -

e

T+ _FRWELELTERNRII - 12 BR
Rk - BEWMARBEES B 2K - IS EHTHD
HH THROIBRENEA L2FRERTMER
WA TR, o T2 ey — PN - AT 0 & & 4 o
MAFRE  RARBARWEZTIEERNEFHEK -

SERETERIR SN

HEF—H BRYZERTWBERRY - £LRF
FABBEREH TR OB - MR BEA
ZEAMER > THRTERWEETX > LTWEAHTEZS
BB EFEEE -




k 2 F L 5RELE S

From October 16 to 19, 2018, YCIS Shanghai’s
Year 6 students attended the annual Camp Trip to
Moganshan in Zhejing Province. This is a new venue
for the Year 6 Camp; the previous venues were nearer
to Shanghai with less adventurous facilities. The
students took part in a series of challenging and fun
activities which pushed them to overcome fears and
learn new abilities, such as independence, resilience,
and teamwork. They also developed vital self-care
and problem solving skills, being away from home
for a substantial period of time.

Here are some of the highlights in the words of the
students themselves.

“My favourite activity on camp was EVERYTHING. I
had so much fun.” — Sharlene Yap (6C)

“The Tree Top Rope Challenge was really tough! We
had to climb up rope nets, make our way along scary
bridges, and zip line across a huge drop. At the time,
my heart was pumping so fast, and my palms were
sweaty, but I did it because I refused to give up!” —
Griffin Peebles (6A)

“I loved the rock climbing activity! It was hard to
climb up the wall because it takes a lot of strength.
At one point I looked down, and it seemed like I was
flying high above the Earth.” — Vandy Wang (6B)

“Kayaking was lots of fun. Especially when I fell in
the water! It is ok though, Mr Saleh fell in too and
that made me laugh.” — Andy Li (6B)

“We built a raft out of bamboo and tire tubes. Our
raft looked like it wouldn’t float, but it did...... sort
of.” — Jungmin Lee (6C)

“Learning how to use a map was not as easy as it

looked. We had to hike through the forest to find
lots of flags. It might sound easy, but it was so hard.
Luckily we had a guide to help us along the way.” —
Ethan Pableo (6A)

“We learnt how to build fire! Our instructor told us
fire is key to surviving in the wilderness as it can keep
us warm and keep wild animals away.” — Caden
Tan (6A)

20184 10 A 16 HE19H > LT SNERLLH
HHITHETILET—F—FENELES - 52 HKM
F—REANERBEE XY ERZE FERAZEER
HESBFRMAM - SAETENSNT —F 7 &K% B
GEMNES > REARTREXLE TH G BRE
BB ML B BT R A B B 1R o
BHRAKR  WEIMFRA 8RR R AW
A7 o

T W & — SN AR o B

TREBWAEEWHHES - HAFm !, — %
Ef& (6C)

THARZR{ES B RLARLEAH  EBSA
FHWBR  REREF TR o B AT 5757 3t
FOUTEET ERRELRE  RHEFNZTRE
BB 0 — W3 (6A)

THREFNEUELES | ERANE L HBRENTERENY
TES FER/RIANA BB EEY BRETEY
—R REHCHGERESFHA !, — E#HM
(6B)

TRRER RS BEFEINARREET | EFAM
%7 > Saleh ZAIHFRARRT o HEMFEAKRF
BARFLT %1, — F&u (6B)

TEPECHFAN T mERET — K o B
HyEE MR HATHE N RBTRR > REIECEARE
BARMAMBERT oy — FEH (6C)

"EeHRMELRAELEWAEHRE - HITLE
ERSBEERMN BEIRBERL TN L WHEE -
REXRES FREARARE ) THAHLHE
FoAEM 0 — &R (eC)

THRPEE T wfMEX ) HEEFRERAFSIEFTH
REFZ—mEX HHETUEHRMARTEE
H IR - . — WA (6A)




@

Ronny Wu, YCIS Hong Kong’s music scholarship
recipient participated in the 2018 Asia Music
Competition for Young Artists and Busan-Hong
Kong Friendship Concert for Cultural Exchange. He
travelled to Busan, South Korea last September. Here
is his reflection after the events.

“In my visit to Korea I further extended my
knowledge of piano cultures around the world.
Apparently in Korea students put a lot of focus on
their practical skills. They emphasise practical skills
much more than their ability to interpret pieces. Their
competition styles are different from many countries.
Instead of a full performance, they would ask
students to play certain excerpts of the piece (usually
the most skill demanding or of great importance).
This shows the difference in perspective and values,
even in music. This changed my perspective on which
aspect of musicality should be tested. This guided me
to think about the very essence of culturally different
people. Even music is seen with extremely different
views by different people.

“Sadly, I did not place in the competition, but the
experience itself was worth every mile.”

Apart from the music competition Ronny has
gathered a group of musical talents for recitals that
will raise funds for the Hong Kong Music Children’s
Foundation. It supports early childhood music
education by providing free musical programmes to
children under 12. Ronny wants to raise awareness
in our school community that not all people have the
privilege to learn music from a young age. He will
also host a recital for the children who are receiving
music education from the Foundation.

Ronny continues to be an active participant in school
events. He took part in Ocean World last school
year and Music Man this school year. He uses his
background to support and advise junior students.
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Can you speak seven languages? Read more about
Dora Zheng in 5C who can speak seven languages.

Dora Zheng in 5C is new to YCIS Shanghai but not
new to YCIS. Dora attended Kindergarten at YCIS
Hong Kong before moving to Ningbo and finally
making her way to our YCIS Shanghai campus. Dora
has the special talent of speaking many languages.
Dora said that, “From a baby I learnt Chinese and
English, and mostly speak Chinese at home.” Dora
also said that her learning of other languages began
just over five years ago when she lived in Ningbo.
“My mother hired teachers from university and I
started to learn Spanish and French.” Dora is quite
fluent in both of these languages, so she and her
mother decided that she should continue learning
more languages. Arabic and Russian followed and
currently, she is learning German.

In total, Dora speaks seven languages and she says
that she is planning to visit Spain and France over the
Christmas break because it is a good way to practise
her language skills. She said that language learning
is fun and she loves to spend her free time doing this.
When asked why she thinks it is important to learn so
many languages, Dora said, “When I grow up, I want
to have a business and talk with people from all over
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Andrea Griego, Student Support & Wellbeing Co-ordinator, YCIS Shanghai
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the world. I want to be able to talk with them without
a translator.” Dora also enjoys playing the piano,
swimming, riding her bike, running and climbing.
If you know German, Russian or Arabic, and see
Dora on campus, please be sure to say hello to Dora
as she would love any opportunity to practise these
languages.
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YCTS Chongqing's ‘Head of Secondary
ERMBE TR LR

Victoria Wingate began her teaching career in the UK
after graduating from the University of Liverpool
with a degree in Mathematics and Management.
Having spent five years teaching in the UK and
gaining Advanced Teacher status, she decided to
broaden her educational horizons and move to China
for a taste of international teaching.

Gaining experience in other large international
institutions, both in China and Italy, have helped Ms
Wingate gain the skills necessary to lead a successful
secondary school. In her role as Head of Secondary
in YCIS Chonggqing, she hopes to ensure that every
student has access to a rich and exciting curriculum
that enhances their learning experience and also
allows them to reach their full potential in every area
of their school life.

In her spare time, Ms Wingate enjoys exercise and
running, travelling and playing a variety of different
board games. She is excited to discover all that
Chonggqing has to offer as her new home!
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Roseline Yang, Community Liaison Officer, YCIS Shanghai
LEETEEHEERIRR

Kirstie McLeod, our new Primary PE Teacher shares
her passion for PE in an interview for YC Links.

Please tell us what convinced you to come to
Shanghai and join our school.

I've been teaching PE in Edinburgh, Scotland as a
Primary PE specialist for three years and I wanted a
new experience of teaching abroad. YCIS is a great fit
for my teaching philosophy and YCIS really values
PE and sports.

What inspired you to become a PE teacher?

Well, from what I remember, I always wanted to
become a teacher. I liked helping people in my
class and showing others how to do things so I
thought teaching would suit me. I also had two great
female PE teachers that inspired me. One was super
enthusiastic, positive and encouraging and has great
passion for PE - I knew I wanted to be that kind of
teacher. The other was the head of department in
my high school and she was a good role model for
showing a female in a leadership role.

What sports do you fancy in general?

I love golf. I started when I was seven and have
played in many competitions and tournaments as
a junior and now as an adult just play weekly club
medals. However, golf shared my spare time with
athletics, my other favourite sport, which I started
when I was eight.

How did you become a leader and how can you be a
good leader?

In school I was either chosen by my peers or by
the teacher. I guess because I am really motivated,
responsible, can help others and even though I don’t
like to lose I have good sportsmanship.

Into adulthood, I enjoy a leadership role and I think
I am confident talking in front of others, passionate,
organised, fair, and show good initiative.

What is your ambition for the future?

Well my dream would be to have an influential role
in PE curriculum design, whether that be in the UK
or internationally. I am passionate about PE and how
valuable it is to a child’s education. For the moment,
I want to enjoy teaching PE in this new environment,
contribute my ideas and vision to YCIS and inspire
students.
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The Shiozuka family from Tokyo, Japan moved
to Beijing last year. Dad Hiroshi and Mum Rieko
chose YCIS Beijing for their children. Their son Yuji
has just started Year 12 here and little girl, Risae,
has just started in Year 5. Here they share the new
experience in this ancient city of China.

What are you most enjoying about Beijing so far?

Hiroshi: We have been fascinated by the culture here,
especially by China’s influences on the Japanese
culture. There are similarities in our written language
and food. We have enjoyed exploring the food scene
here a lot. After this interview I'm going to have my
first hot pot!

Rieko: It is our first time ever in Beijing. We've
enjoyed seeing some of the famous sites, and I have
taken up Chinese language lessons. I've been in touch
with some Japanese parents from YCIS Beijing who
are very friendly and supportive.

What do you miss the most at home?

Hiroshi: Our eldest daughter Erina, who is still in
Japan, and our mothers who are growing old now.

What do you hope to bring home with you from this
experience?

Hiroshi: Language skill is the most important thing
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for our children. Yuji is taking his IB Diploma in
English which will certainly be a challenge, but I
am confident he’ll get the support he needs. Risae is
going to learn English and Chinese. If she can master
these languages, she will have acquired a skill for life!

Why did you choose YCIS Beijing?

Hiroshi: I did a lot of research online, and spoke to
friends at the Japanese Embassy who confirmed that
YCIS Beijing was a very strong school. We liked the
size of the school (not too big) and the location is very
convenient. We also wanted Yuiji to sit the IB Diploma
so that he could apply to universities worldwide.

The deciding factor was our experience with the
school’s Admissions Department whose staff were
incredibly responsive, helpful and kind.

Is there anything that has surprised you about
living here? Anything you didn’t expect?

Hiroshi: The traffic! It's even worse than that in
Tokyo! But we have had some pleasant surprises too.
All the Chinese locals have been very kind and gentle.
We especially love how caring they are towards
Risae.

Rieko: We have also been amazed by the variety and
freshness of the fruit and vegetables here. Going to
the market has become one of our favourite pastimes!



[To Yuji] What subjects are you enjoying the most
so far?

Definitely maths. When I was younger I had Kumon
tuition after school (which focuses on maths), and it’s
always been my strongest subject. I'd love to study
maths at university.

[To Yuji] What has been the most difficult thing
about moving?

The language. This has been especially hard in
maths as I don’t know a lot of the subject-specific
vocabulary.

[To Risae] What has been the best thing about YCIS
Beijing so far?

P.E. I really love dodgeball. I have also made some
new friends already!

[To Risae] What would you like to be when you
grow up?

I'd like to be a beautician. My best friend back at
home also wants to be a beautician, and we plan to
set up a business together!

We warmly welcome the Shiozuka family to
Beijing, and wish their children the best of luck for
the journey ahead.
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Damien Hehir, Western Co-Principal, YCIS Shanghai Pudong
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Founder’s Day, always celebrated on the first Friday
after the October holiday, took on special importance
in Shanghai this year being our 25th anniversary.
Twenty-five years ago, CEO and School Supervisor of
the Yew Chung Education Foundation, Dr Betty Chan
Po-king and her late mother, Madam Tsang Chor-
hang officially opened the first Yew Chung school in
mainland China. To mark this significant milestone,
Dr Chan and her husband, Professor Paul YipKwok-
wah, came to Honggiao Campus of YCIS Shanghai to
officiate the opening ceremony.

During her speech, Dr Chan spoke of the challenges
of getting YCIS Shanghai, then simply called
Shanghai International School (SIS), ready for
opening on the first day. Dr Chan, her mother and
the rest of the staff worked through the night to get
the school ready, and Dr Chan recalled even having
to clean the toilets. Roles and hierarchy meant
nothing that night; it was all about having the school
ready for the children and their parents when they
arrived at school the next morning. The school did
open successfully, and as we know, the rest is history.

Being at Hongqiao Campus brought back a lot of
memories to me. I started my international teaching
career at SIS (now YCIS) as a Primary Class Teacher
at Gubei Campus, and in the second year I became
the Music Teacher which involved teaching at
Honggiao Campus as well. In that year I remember
being involved in the 70th Anniversary Concert,
commemorating 70 years since the first Yew Chung
school opened in Hong Kong. The school looked very
different back then and the building I taught in at
Honggiao has now been replaced. Fast forward, and
this year we were celebrating the 86th year of Yew
Chung.

Along with my SLT (School Leadership Team)
partners, Mary Yu and Ray Zhang, I was present as a
special guest for the 25th Anniversary Ceremony at
Honggiao Campus on Founder’s Day. We were proud
to take members of our YCIS Pudong community
with us which included: our Parent Relations staff, a
small group of our parents, and five of our Secondary
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students who are all student leaders in the school.
Our group had a photo with Dr Chan and Professor
Yip, participated in the ceremony and enjoyed the
refreshments afterwards.

The ceremony was streamed to all of the other Yew
Chung and Yew Wah schools across Hong Kong,
mainland China and Silicon Valley in the US. For
the first time the ceremony was also streamed on a
live app and parents, friends and alumni were able
to watch from home, work or wherever they were.
In her speech, Dr Chan talked about the legacy that
has been left by her mother and the incredibly rich
history that has been created for YCIS and YWIES.
Since the very first day, the school has always been
committed to developing the whole child, and great
value is placed on character development.

Dr Chan used this opportunity to proudly introduce
the Yew Chung Early Childhood Education College
in Hong Kong. This college is now approved to offer
bachelor’s degrees for ECE teachers. Dr Chan sees
that as going a full circle of education. Yew Chung
was originally set up as an Early Childhood school
which later added Primary and Secondary. Now,
the organisation will be able to train teachers to
be qualified to teach the ECE children. Dr Chan is
planning to also set up scholarships so that students
from low economic backgrounds around the world
can go to the college to be trained to teach early
childhood, and potentially return to teach in their
communities.
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Founder’s Day truly was a celebration of the long
history of Yew Chung. It was great to celebrate the
day with other colleagues, parents and students, and
we look forward to building on the foundation that
was set up so many years ago, to continue to develop
students with great character who go on to make a
difference in the world.
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My Splendid ’Volteyball, Season
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Tsai Miguel, Year 12 Student, YCIS Shanghai
LEREY T REERYMG

Joining the volleyball team is always the highlight of
my school year. I love the feeling of a good bump, set,
and spike. But to achieve this, our teamwork has to be
perfect and that is what we try to achieve this season,
along with learning the fundamentals of playing
volleyball. Our team this year was mostly made up
of newbies who didn't know much about volleyball.
But through a ton of time and hard work, they had
made huge improvements that made me have sort
of a proud big brother moment. Volleyball is a team
sport, and that is why we have team punishments —
if one of us does something wrong, we all get to do
pushups. What surprised me was that it didn't create
any friction between us, just proving how strong
our teamwork was. I am pretty sure that we all got
stronger due to all the pushup punishments we got.
We did more fitness than actual volleyball. If there
was a competition for doing the most pushups, our
team would win!

Some highlights from the season include all the inside
jokes we had. Another highlight was our incentive to
play better during a game — if we got to 20 points,
whether we won or lose the set, our coach would
have to do 20 clap pushups. But if we got less than
20 points, we had to do pushups. We would all be so
happy when we got to 20 even if we lost in the end.
Making our coach do pushups was probably the best
part of the season.

A personal lesson which I learnt was that being a
good teammate means showing up even though
you don’t want to. But I'm pretty sure that everyone
learnt something important during the season, from
sportsmanship to actual volleyball. I am so glad that
our team did so well and I look forward to next year
when we can get even better and maybe actually play
some more volleyball (and fewer pushups).
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‘Learnmq by ‘Teaching
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Vicky Harrison, Year 5 Leader & 5D Co-Teacher, YCIS Shanghai
AN BT ER 4K 3 5D I 4% F B Vicky Harrison

Year 5 enjoy reading books, but in the past, it has
tended to be a solitary task. This year we are learning
to understand the text with the support of our peers.
To start we reviewed some of the core skills needed
to understand what we read. Some of the areas we
have focused on include:

Summarising — can we find the main or important
parts of the story?

Questioning — can we ask and answer questions
about the text using retrieval and inference?

Clarifying — can we unpack the meaning of new
words and phrases using the context?

Predicting — can we use the clues to make creative,
yet plausible predications about what might happen
next?

We worked in teams and each skill became a job
that each member of the group was responsible for
fulfilling. After a period of reading, we worked on
our job individually making notes in our books.
Then we started discussing! We took in turns to
share our ideas and then reflected on what was had
said, sharing positives, areas of disagreement, or
alternative views. We tried answering our friend’s
questions and worked together to understand new
words.

By working together, we learnt from each other and
we taught each other. This helped us to value each
other’s knowledge as well as extend our own. Plus,
it’s fun! We got to talk about the exciting adventures
of our characters or debate what would happen next.
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Costumes of Chinese ‘Ethnic Minor:ities
F Bl b R AR AT

Vera Sun, Year 3 Co-Teacher, YCIS Shanghai
LT = FREMIAEE

China’s ethnic minorities have their own customs

and costumes. Their costumes are famous for a
wide variety of unique styles, stunning colours and
complex patterns, making them the shinning stars in
the long history of the Chinese culture.

In Chinese Studies Classes, by referring to the map
of China, Year 3 students learnt about the living
areas of the Chinese ethnic minorities such as the
Mongol nationality, the Uyghur nationality, and the
Tibetan nationality. The students also appreciated
the costumes of these ethnic minorities: the Mongol
nationality mainly wear gowns for the convenience
of riding horses; the Uyghur nationality loves flowers
so much that they wear caps, clothes and shoes
embroidered with flowers, and use handkerchiefs
and bags also embroidered with flowers. We were
amazed to see the different costumes of ethnic
minorities. Moreover, the children participated in the
design of ethnic costumes for themselves.
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Yew Chung Education Foundation

20 Somerset Road, Kowloon Tong, Hong Kong
S R SE AR L E 205

Tel =5E : +85223387106

Fax {§E : +852 2304 6713

Website 8 E
www.ycef.com

¥CIS Hong Kong

2 Kent Road, Kowloon Tong, Hong Kong
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Tel %5 : +852 23387106

Fax {5 : +852 2304 6713

¥YCIS Shanghai

18 West Rong Hua Road, Gubei New Area,
Shanghai 201103, PR.C.

hE B S LR R TERE 1857201103
Tel 5 : +8621 2226 7666

Fax 1K : +8621 22267616

YCIS Beijing

Honglingjin Park, 5 Houbalizhuang, Chaoyang District,
Beijing 100025, PR.C.
FEAERTHBE &N\ EHSFAADAE100025

Tel %5 : +8610 8583 3731

Fax {5 : +8610 8583 2734

YCIS Chongging

No. 2, Huxia Street, Yuan Yang Town,

New Northern Zone, Chongging 401122, P.R.C.
o B B T AL R 3T [ W A U M 257401122
Tel =i : +8623 8879 1600

Fax {5 : +8623 8879 1646

YCIS Qingdao

72 Taihangshan Road, Economic & Technology Development Zone,
Huangdao, Shandong 266555, P.R.C.

P EHILRE S SR ERT RS EATTILEET 281266555

Tel =i : +86532 8699 5551

Fax {§H : +86532 8687 0099

¥CIS Silicon Valley

310 Easy Street, Mountain View, CA 94043, USA
Tel &3 : +1650903 0986

Fax {EE : +1 650 903 0976

*Each school Is independently regi d and o | 5 M SR E S i

Website i B
www.ycis-schools.com
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