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4 ‘Fantastic ‘Experience for Yew Chung Family
WP AR IS ER

Gretchen Clarke, School Nurse, Science Laboratory Assistant and PSHE Teacher, YCIS Qingdao
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Founder’s Day is always a fantastic experience for
both students and teachers for the entire YCIS family.
This year, on October 13, we celebrated the 85th
anniversary of Yew Chung, an important day to
remember the school’s founder: Madam Tsang Chor-
hang.

YCIS Qingdao always
enjoys this chance
to bring our school
community together in
celebration. Each year we
have a different theme
that focuses on sport,
creating an opportunity
for our students to enjoy
house competitions and
develop leadership.
Our Lower Secondary
students spent the day
before the event preparing games and activities for
younger students to enjoy. This year our theme was
"Always Looking, Always Learning: Sport". Our
Lower Secondary students prepared and led primary
and ECE students in playing different sporting games
from around the world. The students enjoyed the
chance to learn all about these new and interesting
games while earning points for their house teams.

In the afternoon, Upper Secondary students also
joined in the festivities. Each year level worked
collaboratively to create an art banner to hang in the
hallway outside our gymnasium. This year to go
along with the day’s theme, students painted
an eye that was placed on
B a geometric shape and
put together into a large
mosaic. It is always a
special way for us
to commemorate
this day and allow
students a chance
to contribute
in their own
unique way.

As we have been doing in the past Founder's
Days and now being an important ritual of our
celebration, we video-called to say hello to all YCIS
campuses across China and in Silicon Valley, US.
It was followed by a group photograph with the
entire school forming the word “YCIS”. We ended
this fantastic day with an awards
ceremony for house competitions.
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On October 13, 2017, YCIS Chonggqing, along with
all other Yew Chung and Yew Wah schools across
mainland China, Hong Kong and Silicon Valley, US,
celebrated the founding of Yew Chung by Madam
Tsang Chor-hang in Hong Kong in 1932.

Founder’s Day is a time to remember our long history
and appreciate the value of our educational model.
The event, which had all schools taking part in a
live video connection, was hosted by YCIS Hong
Kong. It commenced with Dr Betty Chan Po-king,
CEO & School Supervisor of Yew Chung Education

YCIS . s )

Foundation addressing everyone in the Yew Chung
family. Each school was then given an opportunity to
pass on a live message to other campuses, which was
warmly received by all involved.

In the afternoon, Primary students took part in a
number of activities, including art events, Surviving
Spiders, Ping Pong Problems, Stepping Stones,
Ridiculous Rings, soccer and relay games. Secondary
students were also able to join a variety of activities
including Capture the Flag, Ultimate Frisbee,
dodgeball, a Thai boxing workshop, and a hip hop
dancing workshop.
0 | N e e e

All students proudly wore the YCIS house shirts all
day, representing the school houses, Phoenix and
Dragon, in the first of this year’s major house events.
The students were all passionately involved enjoying
the competition whilst maintaining a high level of
team spirit and good sportsmanship.

The last event of the day was the YCIS Chongqing
Walk-a-thon. This was a great opportunity for the
whole school to come together sharing the same
space. It also epitomised the essence of the YCIS
spirit: sportsmanship, enjoyment, teamwork and a
sense of belonging to a family.
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Applause for ‘YCIS

Ann McCormick, Year 4 Year Leader, YCIS Shanghai Regency Park Campus

LR E EARE W E R EF K4 K Ann McCormick

On Founder’s Day, students at YCIS Shanghai
Regency Park Campus celebrated our school’s
birthday by taking part in festivities that highlighted
the YCIS spirit.

To begin the day, students attended a whole school
assembly where they were able to hear the “YCIS
Story” of four Secondary students. The Primary
students were hugely impressed by these role models
and sat in silence while soaking in every word. A
Year 5 student, Eli Chu said, “It was really awesome
to hear about all of the instruments you can play
in Secondary school. I'm especially excited about
playing the guitar and possibly being in one of the
school’s rock bands when I'm older.”

Later in the day, some of our youngest YCIS students
had fun decorating cakes. Founder’s Day is best
explained to four year olds as a birthday, and
birthdays must include cake! The students were
able to express themselves artistically with icing and
sprinkles, and then got to eat a yummy treat!

All students from ECE through Year 5 got their
blood pumping in an exciting running race. Students
competed in the Founder’s Day run. Depending
on each participant’s age, distances varied from 50
metres to two kilometres. Students cheered on their
house teammates and friends as they ran around
the school campus and running track in the exciting
event. A Year 4 student, Luiza Chiang, said “I
thought the run was tiring, but it was enjoyable. It
was really nice to be cheered on by all of the house
colours when we ran to the finish line at the end. That
showed really great sportsmanship.”

To end the day, students from the YCIS football
teams in Years 4-6 played an exciting game against
teachers and staff. The entire field was surrounded
by spectators as students and teachers took the field
to face off. The teachers had a strong start, but the
students reigned victorious with a 9-5 finish. Dalton
Hall, a Year 4 student who scored two goals, said,
“We don’t really get to play football with the teachers
so it was really fun. I love football and it was really
great to play with so many students watching and
cheering us on.” Throughout all of the sporting
activities, there was an overall feeling of comradery
and sportsmanship.

When students were not taking part in sporting

events, or attending assemblies, they had time to
reflect on why we celebrate YCIS. Students thought
about why YCIS is such a special community to be
a part of. Wendy Wu, Sophia Wu and Carrie Jiang
summed up all of the things they love about YCIS.
“We love that there are students and teachers from
all over the world. We think that we are provided a
well-rounded education with lots of sports teams, co-
curricular activities, and a high quality education.”
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‘Developing a Sense of Community, Co-operation and Connectedness
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Sherrilie Burton, Primary Vice l’rmup al, YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus
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On October 13, ECE and Primary students and staff
came together to celebrate Founder’s Day. This was
the 6th annual celebration of the founding of the first
Yew Chung school in Hong Kong in 1932 by Madam
Tsang Chor-hang. Over the past 85 years, her vision
has grown to encompass six YCIS schools throughout
Hong Kong, mainland China and Silicon Valley in
addition to six YWIES schools and seven YWIEK and
YWITEC in mainland China.

At Honggiao Campus, our Primary students began
the day with a variety of sports events including
team games and relays, playing with parachutes and
dancing to get heart rates going. Later in the morning
we gathered together virtually with students and
staff from all of the YCIS and YWIES schools to hear
from our CEO, Madam Tsang’s daughter, Dr Betty
Chan Po-king. We also had the opportunity to hear
from and see the ways in which our peers at other
campuses and schools were celebrating the day.
Following this exciting live broadcast, our Primary
students enjoyed some more friendly competition in
the form of staff and student tug-o-war competitions
and our ECE children sang “Happy Birthday” to our
school.

Founder’s Day is a wonderful demonstration each
year of the ways in which we are working to develop
in our diverse student body a sense of community,
co-operation and connectedness.
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‘Togetherness and a Shared Purpose
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On October 13, Yew Chung International School of
Beijing celebrated Founder’s Day, marking the 85th
anniversary of Yew Chung. This annual celebration
enables students and staff throughout the school
network to feel a sense of togetherness and a shared
purpose.

One of the most important activities on every
Founder’s Day is the live broadcast connecting all
the schools and their students. Led by two student
emcees from the YCIS Hong Kong Secondary
campus, the video feed is watched by more than
10,000 students and staff who, when their school
is called, stand, wave and cheer for “10 Seconds of
Spirit” in order to greet their sister schools.

When YCIS Beijing’s turn came, students gave an
elaborate display of school spirit with students
beating six tanggu (Chinese drums) and staging a
choreographed card stunt that showed a picture of
founder Madam Tsang Chor-hang. Beijing’s short
performance made every second count, garnering
cheers and applause from all of the other school
locations.

The rest of the day saw activities in which students
and staff were organised according to one of five
house teams - the Red Phoenixes, the Yellow Tigers,
the Green Dragons, the Purple Monkeys and the
Blue Mustangs. Wearing their house colours, teams
engaged in friendly sports competitions towards the
ultimate goal of aiding their house in winning the
House Cup at the end of the academic year.

Yet more than simply an opportunity for fun and to
celebrate Yew Chung’s 85th birthday, the House Cup
was also emblematic of the unity and togetherness
of the school community as a whole. As the House
Cup illustrates, one of the things that sets YCIS
Beijing apart from other schools is the strong sense
of community and connectedness; there’s a palpable
sense of belonging. And all of the activities during
Founder’s Day were designed to bring even greater
connectedness to the school.

During period 7, the auditorium was filled to capacity
with students chanting for their house. When Primary
school students were presenting their house banner
and dance, Secondary students yelled and cheered
at the top of their lungs — the room was alive with
enthusiasm! This energy and feeling of connectedness
is what makes YCIS Beijing a family environment and
what makes our school proud to be a part of the YCIS
network.
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In order to celebrate Yew Chung’s 85th anniversary,
Yew Chung Education Foundation (YCEF) is holding
an 85th Anniversary Gala Concert next spring.
Primary and Secondary students throughout the
school network will be able to audition to perform
in the concert, through a series of recorded video
rehearsals from which the winners will be selected.

Daniel Pearton, Head of The Arts at Yew Chung
International School of Beijing, explains more about
the Gala Concert, as well as exciting new changes and
improvements to YCIS Beijing’s own Arts Programme
and the opportunities on offer for students:

“The Yew Chung Education Foundation is joining
YCIS and YWIES schools for the 85th Anniversary
Gala Concert. Though the schools are made up of
different student bodies, with YCIS comprised of only
foreign passport holders and YWIES having Chinese
passport holders as well, both schools are united by a
common philosophy and educational ethos.

“One element of that shared philosophy is a
commitment to the arts. This is not only because
an arts programme provides students with a well-
rounded and holistic education, but also because
studies prove that engagement with the arts can
improve students” overall academic achievement.

“In light of this commitment, YCIS Beijing has
introduced a new Arts Programme beginning this
year, allowing greater collaboration between the
branches of study and providing students with a
fuller and more immersive arts experience than in
previous years.”

At YCIS Beijing, it was discussed whether it
would best serve students to keep visual arts and
performing arts as separate disciplines or to combine
them under the blanket umbrella of The Arts. There
are advantages to each approach, but given all of
these considerations, along with the YCEF’s long-
held commitment to a holistic view of education,
it was decided that we would create a reformed
academic department called “The Arts”. The Arts will
encompass Visual Arts and Design Technology, as
well as Music, Dance, Drama and Broadcast Media.

We hope that there will be some exciting growing
connections made across the arts during the course of
the school year.
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Celebrating a Memorable ‘Occasion
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YCIS Hong Kong Primary had lots of fun celebrating
the 85th anniversary of Yew Chung / Yew Wah on
Founder’s Day. All students came to school in their
PE Kkits, fully prepared to participate in a wide range
of activities, and all staff showed their YCIS spirit in
commemorative 85th anniversary T-shirts.

The highlight of the day was the parachute games,
in which our Upper Primary students were role
models in supporting our Lower Primary students to
complete challenges that required lots of team work.
Inspired by this year’s school theme of collaboration
and showing a real sense of school community
spirit, students and teachers worked together both
horizontally across year groups and vertically
through year groups during this activity.

Continuing with the physical activity theme of
Founder’s Day, Upper Primary students took part in
dance activities led by the Move for Life company.
The dances that each year group learnt were linked
directly to the topic that they are currently studying
in their project-based learning. Lower Primary
students explored a variety of disciplines during a
sports skills carousel that included activities such as
golf, baseball, netball, and football.

All students also took part in inter-house skills
challenges, where they had to work as a team to
complete skill-based problem solving activities and
play non-traditional skill-based games. The children
had lots of fun exploring the physical and co-
operative skills required to complete each task.

The history of Yew Chung / Yew Wah
was highlighted with a trip back to 1932
and the early years of the Foundation
via photos and memoirs from Director
Dr Betty Chan Po-king. Indeed, we were
treated to a visit from Dr Chan on our
campuses, and were able to spend time
with her around the statue of Madam _
Tsang Chor-hang, titled “7:30”, as well as

our K11 open-learning spaces.

n

A further treat for our Year
6 students was to be part of
the Founder’s Day Opening
Ceremony at YCIS Hong
Kong Secondary, joining
the rest of the Foundation’s
schools across China in
celebrating this special
day, from which all of our
students will have fond
memories.
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New Principles and Practices
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A ‘learning ‘Organisation

25 R m

Pierce Wise, Head of English & IB DP Co-ordinator, YCIS Qingdao

HHHIEF EK 1B EE Pierce Wise ( HIF BIEF WIE RIBANCEFNEE)

This school year arrived with many new changes.
Change always brings opportunities and challenges.
In 2017-2018, we were excited to introduce one key
change to our leadership structure: all departments,
academic and non-academic, now report to YCIS
Qingdao’s School Leadership Team. This allows
our staff to be better connected and to work more
collaboratively within and across departments.

In the past few months, we have witnessed this
working practice improve effective communication
within the school. The transition to the new
leadership structure has been handled effectively.
We are now working with more purpose towards
our shared goals and we believe that we now truly
embody a “learning organisation", as characterised by
Leithwood and Aitken (1995). Within this theoretical
educational model, the leadership structure will
allow for ideas to be shared and for the promotion of
collaborative learning. The changes we have made,
ultimately, are for the sole purpose of making our
school stronger and transforming our students’ lives.
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Music for Collaboration — ‘Bambajam
B Hoh g

At YCIS Chongqing, we are committed to an on-going review of the =
curriculum. We continue to explore and access, and implement best
practices from around the world.

We are delighted to introduce “Music for Collaboration - Bambajam”

to our school. We hope to explore this worldwide popular teaching tool
and introduce it to our students beginning with our ECE students and
embedding it into the ECE programme which is a play-based approach

to learning. Bambajam is an award-winning music programme and is an
excellent teaching resource which develops students” performing and
listening skills. All the pieces have a great range of parts for many different
levels of ability. It supports the ability to allow and promote creativity and
imagination through storytelling as well as rhyme, rhythm, turn-taking and
teamwork.

In October, we had Duncan McKee, the creator of Bambajam, visit our school,
demonstrate and train our teachers how to use this instrument. School leaders,
Music teachers, and the Primary Art teacher, all participated in the Bambajam
activity that took place in the ECE classroom. Everyone was amazed at the level
of participation and enthusiasm the students showed. The children really enjoyed
using it to experiment with different musical notes and in addition, it was a great
introduction to the idea of reading music. Bambajam is designed on the play-
based approach to learning and this links directly with our play-based method
adopted in ECE, foundation wide.

At every stage of schooling at YCIS, students are encouraged to explore their
creativity. We are certain that Bambajam is going to be an excellent tool to boost
the interest of students’ learning and support our young learners to gain the
independence, confidence and social skills essential to their development.
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The library has planned
many special events this year
beginning with Book Week
celebrations in November.
A well-resourced library is
an integral part of all good
schools. YCIS continues
to strive to source wider
and better book resources

for our students and staff.

At YCIS Chonggqing, the
importance of reading
is always emphasised
and students are highly
encouraged to read books.
To instil an enduring love of
reading and to take students
on an exciting reading
adventure, our library is set
up and arranged in ways
that promote reading and
support students to develop

their passions for reading. Please join us to help make the

library a better place for the whole
community.

EEETERAAMANEENR
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This year, the YCIS Chongqing
library has been busily
promoting reading with a
number of new initiatives.
Weekly library lessons are a
time for the primary students
to listen to stories and learn
age appropriate library skills

to enhance their understanding ; .
of books and their enjoyment of reading. The lessons o BRAR T E E LS R

ERMFWH RS o NEHNEAEEHERRERE

always finish with an exciting moment when students

take away their favourite books from the library. £ IR éj‘( ¥ ZEBEEEMF & LR & Jﬁ % kil
Y Y A BHEBMANE o WHR - FALEER
= &, o
Books are celebrated in many ways in the library. BLERNES  REWS

Displays introducing a range of authors help to

encourage students to read widely to broaden their g %ﬁé’" A ?Eﬁ_ﬁ‘,& —%:jﬁ*’ F‘a W %:‘{,F%ﬁﬁ {‘MK
knowledge in different fields. Students are also = %ﬁ%ﬁﬁigf]%i%‘/i]ﬁéﬁ ’;ﬁﬁm‘m;ﬁfﬁﬂ’ﬂ}ﬂ ok ©
inspired to attempt the weekly quiz to test their E]ﬁ&ﬁiﬁi%&%i?@%@i% EQ%ZJW)?‘\ = ;;%‘\ {'ﬁ%‘ft‘r
knowledge of books, authors and library skills. Our I & ﬁgz Iﬁﬁj NI o B = & Iif" Al ﬁj&@_ﬁ% Fl
Librarian makes weekly reading recommendations by RWEE REFLERWTRER R RATER

choosing and reviewing a Book of the Week, which

provides the opportunities for students to catch up 1E fﬁiﬁﬂﬁﬁi%%ﬁ % %%ijéiﬁ %ﬁ;ﬁﬁ 5
with the latest and most popular books in the world. B x &5 R N % Eﬁ 71 P AE B #9177 A i% il EZU
BER - MAHRERTSE - o RMETRBH
i ity i FAR BB A B 4 F AT B R o 8 A 4 B o B B
?{CIS Chor.lgqln'g community is a.lso engaged B AR T - R .
in supporting different library projects. Parents 7N
are encouraged to be involved in the library. We

welcome parent volunteers who help in any way they iiﬁ #lE %%ﬁ%% %E@%Hﬁ]é é’;’ w1 £ A By
can, including covering books and the organisation of i ijﬁ HARE = oy B & K ;EF RN %’—'7& Z: R
Reading Club. We also invite parents to share stories % ﬁ? — {5} X 2 )i}f@ EP H% & Zz % BB B T RIRE
and special celebrations from their home countries Bz ERRNEHER ZERMABFHA—EEH

with the students throughout the year. HIHR AL 1B 4 -
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I always think that
nature is the original
palette. All the colours
I use in my paintings
can be found in the
natural world around
me. | believe that all
paint pigments and
inks were initially made from natural materials, such
as plants and stones.

Recently during the mid-term break, my son and
I went back to Japan and were enthralled by the
beauty of the autumn colours in Japan. Walking in
the beautiful landscape of Nagasaki, we observed the
natural surroundings closely, and brought back some
natural treasures in the hope that could inspire my
school art projects.

After returning to Yew Chung, I did an activity with
Year 2 students related to nature. Together with what
I brought from Nagasaki, the students also collected
leaves, nuts and branches with which we created
imaginary mini beasts!

Art of nature project for kids often combines outdoor
exercise and creative activity. During this beautiful
season, children like to play outdoors and interact
with nature, and they love to create new things. In
these projects the kids explored shape, colour and
texture, creating a spectacular piece of art in the
process.

In another project, we cut recycled cardboard
into different shapes, and then connected them
together to make big birds. We painted the
birds by creating different patterns on them.
Once completed, we used them to decorate the
campus.

I am very happy to see that the students enjoyed
both of these nature-themed projects.

Art of Nature
B ko g

Tamie Nakamura, Artist-in-Residence, YCEF

K Tamie Nakamura
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chool in the Park: Beijing’s Autumnal Classroom
AEF R KRRE

In mid-October, Beijing entered
one of its most beautiful seasons
of the year. The skies were clear
and blue, with leaves turning to
a shade of gold. At this time of
year, it is gratifying to escape
from smart phones and tablets to
appreciate the beauty of nature.

Luckily, for students at Yew
Chung International School
of Beijing, there are ample
opportunities to be close to
nature - an extension of the
classroom. Located adjacent to
Honglingjin Park, our teachers
regularly utilise the open,
natural spaces to supplement
classroom lessons. Here are
some of nature-based lessons
the teachers have designed for
the students.

Living Language Lessons

Being next to Honglingjin Park gives Chinese teachers
a wonderful opportunity to take the classroom
outside as a way to enhance language learning. Our
students interviewed and had conversations with
local senior citizens, and in doing so the students
were required to adapt to their accents and appreciate
their culture. The local park-goers are often not in
a rush so they have plenty of time to sit with the
students and answer their questions.

In addition to practising language, it also gives the
students the chance to build their cultural knowledge
by interacting in a real Chinese context and reinforce
the school’s Character Education Programme. In
their interactions, the students make the elderly feel
appreciated and listened to. This underlines YCIS
Beijing’s goal to nurture caring and good citizens.

Flying Kites and Bagging Beetles

Well aware of the environment’s impact on learning
and in this regard, our teachers often arrange for
Primary classes to make regular use of Honglingjin
Park to augment classroom lessons.

Year 2 students completed
a science lesson with
YCIS Beijing’s Scientist-in-
Residence, Jacob Wickham,
during which they made
bug traps to collect beetles
in the park. Using simple
materials from home, the
students made the traps and
then hung them up in trees in
the park overnight. The next
day they collected the beetles
and study them in a lesson far
more fun and engaging than
learning from a textbook in
the classroom.

Students in Year 5 flied kites
in the park as an activity of the
Chinese culture programme
to study the traditional
hobby. Through a talk by
a famous local kite-maker,
students came to know the
history of kite flying in China and its importance
to Chinese cultural heritage. Students then painted
their own kites before heading to Honglingjin Park
to experience the challenges and thrills of kite-flying
first-hand.

Environmental Stewards

At YCIS Beijing, Character Education is a central part
of the school’s curriculum. Preparing students for life
after graduation requires more than simply supplying
them with knowledge. It is essential for students to
become well-balanced and resilient. Through learning
positive character traits such as empathy, honesty
and determination, students are able to excel in and
make a positive impact on the world.
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One character education trait that Secondary
students have recently focused on was to explore
environmental stewardship through care and
maintenance of the park by venturing outside
with rakes, brooms and trash bags to clean the
environment around them. The lesson in the park can
translate and extend to other areas of students’ lives.
Students also learn to value taking care of themselves
and their families.
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‘ECT Teaching Mural: Marce Polo’s Spice Gar
IO REEE BT RENTHE

Elizabeth Briel, Artists-in-Residence, YCEF
HE o 2 H AR B AR E 47 K Elizabech Briel
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Stay tuned for part two of the installation, “Zheng
He's Menagerie” (due for completion in spring

&,

The stained glass windows of Medieval Europe were
designed to instruct church-goers before literacy
was widespread. In a similar fashion, the Artist-in-
Residence project "Marco Polo's Spice Garden" for
YCIS Hong Kong is designed as a teaching mural.

Plants painted in the installation were mentioned in
Marco Polo's Franco-Italian book, I1 Milione, which
for centuries was an influential portrait of Asia for
many in Western countries. Those selected for this
project are all in some form edible. Since young
children are sensory oriented and respond strongly to
imagery related to taste, I chose tactile-looking plants
that they might consume or otherwise use at home or
when travelling with their families.

Children are encouraged to touch the mural and
trace the shapes with their hands. Teachers can find
the images useful when talking about various plants,
describing their names in Chinese and English, telling
the countries where the plants come from, where they
are consumed, or what they taste like.

Plants include: aloe from Champa (now portions of
Cambodia and Vietnam), black pepper from India,
clove trees from “the impassable mountains of
Kienchang and Gaindu”, galangal and wild ginger
from Southern China, cinnamon and bamboo from
Tibet, rhubarb from Tangut (Northern-western
China), and Persian and Sumatran palms.
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2018), which will focus on the exterior play area
that connects to this one. Along with architectural
elements, there will be paintings of Chinese
ships and animals from Asia and Africa that the
famous explorer Zheng He brought back with
him to China.
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Van Gogh said: “If you truly love nature,
you will see beauty everywhere.” Ms Jana
spent some time with the House Captains at
Honggiao Campus to find out what they love
about nature:

Q: Do you agree with Van Gogh's quote?
A: Yes, because nature is always beautiful, no
matter what the weather is like.

Q: What do you think about when you hear the
word “nature”?

A: Beauty, happiness, green, mountains, ocean,
waterfalls, rivers, animals, birds and trees.

Q: What is the most beautiful thing in nature?
A: A mountain landscape with a river running
through, some waterfalls. It is beautiful when
the water reflects the sun.

Q: Why is nature important?

A: Trees give us oxygen so that we can breathe;
nature provides us with food, water, shelter and it
looks pretty.

Q: Where is the best place in your home country to
see/experience nature?

A: Some places are Table Mountain, Cape Town,
South Africa; Central Park, New York, US; Lone Park,
Brisbane, Australia; Next to the lakes in Paris, France;
and Parvati Valley, India

Q: How does being in nature make you feel?
A: Relaxed and refreshed.

Q: If trees could speak, what would they say to
humans?

A: “Plant more of us”, “Stop cutting us down”.

O: What three things can you do to help nature every
day?

A: Limit your fuel usage by walking, riding more
bicycles or using electric cars, plant more trees and
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, and Rethink.
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Jana van Zyl, Student Well-being Co-ordinator, YCIS Shanghai Honggiao Campus
THERYHBREREEFR H £ 1F Jana van Zyl
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Primary students were introduced to the 17 Global
Goals developed by the United Nations, one of which
is “Responsible Consumption and Production”.
Looking for opportunities to reduce our consumption
is actively promoted at our campus. The Environment
Committee, led by teachers Ms Ann McCormick
and Ms Anita Dai, has initiated a new competition
to encourage students to reduce waste. For the past
three years, the school has emphasised “Waste-
free Wednesday” to encourage students to bring
snacks with less packaging on at least one day of the
week. This year, students are encouraged to bring
in waste-free snacks every day. To help children
make a connection and see what it actually means
to be “waste-free”, each year-level kicked off with
a “Waste-free Buffet”. Parents and teachers worked
together and organised a variety of healthy snacks
without packaging for recess. The students were
asked to bring in a reusable container to fill with
delicious, healthy, waste-free offerings. When a class
has gone 20 days without any waste in their snacks
they will receive a prize. We hope to teach students
that changing individual habits can make a big
impact.

Another new initiative that we have been excited to
begin is our Learning Garden Project. Our students
live in ultra-urban Shanghai and rarely get a chance
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to see, much less participate in, the process of how
food reaches their plates. In the Learning Garden,
students have the opportunity to engage in the whole
cycle, from planting seeds, to watering and nurturing
the young plants, to harvesting the mature plants
and preparing them to eat. Our hope is that this
experience will foster a better appreciation of and
interest in caring for the environment and of living a
healthy life.

This semester, a group of students from Years 3-5
have joined the Gardening Co-Curricular Activity
(CCA) and already planted a variety of vegetables.
They have learnt about the plant lifecycle and the
different parts of plants that we eat, as well as
comparing different types of seeds. As the semester
progresses, they will also learn how compost from
our own kitchen scraps can help their plants to grow;
about the role of bees as pollinators and the threats
that environmental degradation poses to the bees
and thus to global food production. Having already
enthusiastically munched on some stems (celery),
fruits (sweet peppers), and roots (carrots), the
students are looking forward to feasting at the end of
semester on the vegetables that they grew with their
very own hands.



Year levels are excited to explore opportunities
to integrate the school garden into all areas of the
curriculum, not only in Science but also Mathematics
and English. It provides rich hands-on learning
experiences that cannot always be captured in the
classroom, and a better context for what the children
are learning. We look forward to giving everyone the
opportunity to work within and explore the garden.
We hope that it becomes a successful project that we
can build upon and that will generate connections
with organisations around our community.
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‘Investigating ‘Ferce and ‘Its
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Kerry Randall, Science Department, YCIS Qingdao
FEEP LI 2T Kerry Randall

Our students in Year 7 have had an exciting and
busy start to their science careers. Not only have
they been exploring what it means to investigate as a
scientist, but they have been doing this through their
exploration of force and what effect force has on us
and our environment.

We have been seeking answers to questions such as:
What is a force?

What types of forces are there?

How do we measure force?

What changes the size of a force?

What is the difference between contact and non-
contact force?

When is force useful and when is it a hindrance?

Through this learning journey, we have discovered
a whole range of contact and non-contact forces. The
students explored how different forces can push or
pull as well as how they do not need to touch other
objects to make them change their motion.

Sir Isaac Newton's three theories of motion helped us
as we modelled balanced and unbalanced forces and
used force arrows to show how this changes motion
and the rate of change of speed, and acceleration. We
did an in-depth investigation of how streamlining can
impact speed and devised various ways to increase
or decrease this effect. We also experienced how air
resistance can exert force upon us depending on our
motion.

Looking at the factors affecting speed, particularly
friction, has allowed us to see why we have different
types of tyres and brakes on cars and bikes, and how
smooth and thin blades reduce friction for skating
and skiing. The students also enjoyed learning about
how levers work and how we can lift heavy objects
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that we would not normally
be able to through the
Principle of Moments.

As we explored all of these
concepts, the students were
engaged in constructing line
and bar graphs to record
observations and data as well
as learning to follow scientific investigative practices.
It is in this regard that we hope to develop a practice
of helping students to reflect on their learning while
attaining the YCIS science standards.
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The arts are a fundamental force in the fully rounded
and balanced education offered at Yew Chung
International School (YCIS). Apart from different arts
courses, YCIS offers a unique educational programme
called the Artist-in-Residence programme in which a
contemporary, working artist interacts with students
in class to nurture artistic sensibilities from a very
young age. Students learn to appreciate art and
develop their artistic talent. Some graduates even
become professional artists. Recently, Tiffany Fung,
an alumna of YCIS Hong Kong Class of 2011, and
her ex-colleague Siqiao Lu have been holding an
exhibition named “LIGHT UP Therapy Resort” at the
Swatch Art Peace Hotel, Shanghai from November
25, 2017 to March 9, 2018. This project is a winning
exhibition of Power Station of Art’s Emerging
Curators Project 2017.

Tiffany is an independent curator and cultural
worker based in Hong Kong and New York. She
graduated with a master’s degree in Arts Politics
from New York University and a bachelor’s degree
in Sociology from the University of Texas at Austin.
Last year, while navigating through a demanding
workplace in New York’s non-profit art scene, Tiffany
and Siqiao realized that they were not alone in their
active pursuit to “feel better” from the emotional
distress of daily life. From witnessing their friends
battle with mental illness, to the world trying to
grapple with increasingly unpredictable socio-
political circumstances, they asked: how do feelings
of anxiety, fear and depression arise in urban life,
and what strategies do we adopt in response to these
emotional crises?

LIGHT UP Therapy
Resort is a curatorial
project that seeks to
further investigate
what emotional
well-being means
to the young
generation. Selected
works by a group
of Chinese artists

based across the
world shed light

Alumni Stories
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Artists ‘Investigate ‘Emotional ‘Well-being

to the complex
sources of our shared
insecurities: some
stem from public
issues, and others
are rooted in deeply
private reflective
processes. Meanwhile,
the works present a series of coping mechanisms as
potential solutions such as reality TV shows, self-
crafted aquatic ecosystems, and hypnosis. This project
begins with observing how artists engage with the
human psyche to extend a discussion about how
we, as individuals and community members, build
resilience in the face of adversity.
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