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Play-Based ‘Tearning and Child-Centred
‘Envirenment in the ‘Kindergarten
% 3 Bt 2 G o HOB A K R
Agh 2 B F Sy HRE

In the Yew Chung Early Childhood programme,
parents always ask “How will my child learn, make
friends and understand the teachers or other children
who speak a language different from my child’s
home language?” The clear answer is that “play-based
learning” in an environment that is adapted to the
children’s interests, completely supports all areas of
children’s learning as teachers focus on the interests
of the children to provide activities that introduce
vocabulary, encourage friendships and develop
physical skills.

Here is an example of child-centred learning based
on a role-play game during which some children
pretended to eat ice lollies using the ice lolly moulds
as props. The teachers observed this interest and
provided the equipment and resources, allocated time
and introduced vocabulary related to the ingredients
and process of making ice lollies. The children made
the ice lollies, with teacher support, and put them in
a freezer after a bilingual discussion about how juice
could change into ice lollies. On the next day, the
children chose their ice lolly according to flavours
and noticed how the ice melted as they ate them.

Embedded in these experiences, children learnt
mathematical skills such as sorting according to
flavours, measuring juice into the moulds and one-
to-one counting to ensure there were enough ice
lollies for everyone. Literacy skills were introduced as
teachers read the recipe and details on the juice boxes.
The Yew Chung Early Years programme is “play-
based” and provides infinite opportunities for hands-
on learning according to the interests of the children.
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A Playful ‘Journey threugh
the “‘World of ‘Transportation
CEUE N TOLE T

Jayme Nakamura and Amy Lai, Pre-4 Class Preschool Co-Teachers, YCIS Silicon Valley
B A NE P R P2 B Jayme Nakamura 7 Amy Lai

Play-based learning in a preschool setting allows
children to build essential lifelong skills at their own
pace and driven by their current interest. Flexibility,
provided by the teacher, gives the children the
opportunity to seek out and explore new topics as
well as builds relationships amongst the children in
the class.

Lately, many of the children in the Pre-4 Sea
Turtles class have been showing a great interest in
manipulating toy cars, blocks, and other modes of
transportation. Through many conversations between
the teachers and children, the idea of transforming
the dramatic play area into an auto body shop came
to life! Children and teachers worked closely together
to create an auto body shop fully equipped with
mechanic’s tools, bikes, toy cars, and air pumps. In
addition to the various role play toys, the children
worked as a team to create a sign for their shop
along with a full list of services offered and prices
to customers. Later, the classroom’s auto body shop
added a homemade gas pump to fill up the cars that
were repaired.

During the transformation of the class’s auto body
shop, all the children’s imaginations and suggestions
were heard, valued, and taken into consideration
when deciding how things would be made. This
open communication allowed the children to develop
receptiveness towards one another’s opinions and
thoughts. When the children entered the final stages
of designing their auto body shop, they also displayed
a distinct curiosity for money and how it was used to
pay for repairs. Through songs, experiments, small
group activities, and intentional discussions the
children were able to concurrently learn about money
and the key role it plays to the success of a business
and one’s personal life.

When the children played in the auto body shop,
it was also clear to see that air transportation was
another topic they were intrigued to learn more
about. To take a closer look at airplanes and their
ability to fly, a wind tunnel was brought into the class.
Children used printer paper to fold and make an
airplane. They tested their paper airplanes by sending
them through the wind tunnel to see if they would
successfully fly. Through the process of trial and
error, the children were able to test various materials
and discover that a folded airplane composed of
tissue paper and printer paper made its way through
the wind tunnel the easiest. In addition to problem
solving their way to this answer, each child exercised
their fine motor skills when folding, pressing, and
carefully assembling their paper airplanes. It was an
exciting way for the children to also gain exposure to
the principles of aerodynamics.

With many of the children’s questions continuing to
be asked regarding transportation, the class planned
a field trip to the local Hiller Aviation Museum. Here,
the children were able to interact with replica planes
and step into an actual aircraft’s cockpit. Since the
teachers' first observation of the children playing
with the toy cars in the classroom until now, it is clear
to see the journey the children embarked upon. By
taking charge of their own learning through play,
the children built self-confidence and the persistent
mindset to understand and explore the world around
them.
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All ‘Hands-On ‘Tearning!
ERBETEE

Stephanie Nguyen, Preschool Teacher, YCIS Silicon Valley
By A ¥E WP 4 A B 2 Bl Stephanie Nguyen

In our preschool Extended Care programme, we do
our best to provide our children with activities and
lessons that not only engage and excite them, but also
incorporate elements relating to STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art, and Maths). We
ensure the topics of these activities and lessons are
drawn from children’s interests. We closely observe
children’s play and conversations and utilise what is
called a KWL chart (Know, Want to know, Learnt).

For example, in the beginning of the school year, we
observed that many children were talking about and
playing with trains during their playtime with their
peers. We further developed their interest by having
discussions about trains they already knew, and then
reading books about trains they did not know of and
learning songs
about trains. As
a combined class
project, we made
a preschool-sized
train set using
cardboard boxes.
Children painted,
added wheels,
and role played
with the trains by
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boarding the trains
and riding them to
afternoon story time.
We also had various
train-related open-ended art activities
utilising a variety of art supplies.
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YCIS Chongqing’s ECE students showcased their
learning of being “inquisitive” — a feature of the
YCIS Global Citizenship Learner profile during
a monthly assembly on January 29. During this
assembly, teachers used songs and videos to
incite the children’s curiosity and all of our young
singers and dancers were so engaged in the stage
performance and won a great round of applause from
the audience!

In ECE, most of the learning revolves around
curiosity, and being inquisitive is highly encouraged.
Teachers love it when children ask questions
and show what they are interested in learning.
Being inquisitive is fundamentally important to
the foundation of the ECE emergent curriculum
and teachers use these valuable observations and

Creating ‘Inquisitive ‘learners

AEANERE

Samantha Smith, ECE teacher, YCIS Chongqing
E B A o 4h 230 BT Samancha Smith

questions to guide their weekly programme, while
linking them to learning outcomes.
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On March 6, YCIS Chongging’s school nurse Ms Judy
Yang specially organised a CPR incursion training at
ECE - not for the teachers but for the children! The
session was very interactive and enjoyable, with the
children learning some crucial new skills that might
one day be very important.

While they did get to learn about some CPR skills,
and how to administer it, the most important skill
they learnt was about how to call for an ambulance.
The children recited a short rhyme to help them
remember the different numbers (fire, police,
ambulance), and when to call. We hope the children
never need to do this, but it is important that they
know.
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‘Watching Bubbles and Marbles Moving
MEREWE LBk 8

Veronica Martin, ECE Co-ordinator, YCIS Shanghai Regency Park Campus
LR RERE B EER R

Young Children have their whole future ahead
of them, and it is difficult to predict what types
of jobs will be available in 20 or 30 years’ time.
Therefore, it is important to focus on the “soft”
skills which are going to be important in the world
that the children will grow up in. Learning to ask
questions, investigating how things work, working
together with peers, communicating their needs, are
foundational skills which will be highly-relevant in
the future.

In line with this, we have been working on many
different topics as they emerge from the children’s
own curiosity in their world. In our K2B class,
the children were exploring food. Children were
investigating popcorn and they were amazed at how
the kernels popped when heated. To move their
interest, the teachers helped to make a solution of
baking soda and water. The children added red dye
to add more interest to the experiment. Children
added vinegar and watched as the corn danced in the
water. As they stirred the water, one child noticed
that the kernels danced more and that the bubbles
would appear next to the kernel. This brought a
whole new discussion as to why they thought this
happened.

The students in K4C were also exploring their world
with marbles. A group of children built different
ramps and tunnels for the marbles to move through.
They noticed that the different angles would change
how fast or slow the marble moved. The students
used different materials inside the classroom but
then also took the idea outside. They then moved to
different types of balls to investigate how the size
of them changed the speed at which they travelled
through different tunnels. This led to the children
making predictions as to which sized marbles would
travel faster, and some children were beginning to
offer their own explanations to their observations.

Both of these activities developed organically as the
children asked questions and were given the tools to
answer their own questions by working together and
taking risks. Just imagine how they will build upon
these skills of science, mathematics and observation
as they grow and continue their educational journey,
moving into an exciting future career choice!
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85th Anniversary Screen Prints
85 FB &8 —— 4 SR

Elizabeth Briel, Artist-in-Residence, YCEF
B o U H MAREE AR 29l K Elizabeth Briel

Working with a new YCIS campus on an art project is a
jump into the unknown: new staff, new students, and new
environment. Each Yew Chung school has its own culture.

Landing in Shanghai's Pudong airport late one
Sunday night with sample silkscreens and inks, I
felt some trepidation. What would the teachers be
like? How would they feel about the potentially
messy silkscreen workshops we had planned for the
week? But not to worry: everyone at YCIS Shanghai
Century Park Campus was incredibly flexible
and accommodating. They welcomed me and our
silkscreens and the occasionally smelly inks into their
classrooms.

We began workshops with ECE students. They
were adorable and got so excited while printing the
85th anniversary logo. Screen printing is a bit of a
mystery until you try it for the first time. Squeezing
just the right amount of ink through the tiny holes of
a screen to create a clear design can be a challenge,
but children and ECE staff produced lovely prints.
Printing an edition or project creates a rhythm; you
learn what to anticipate, which inks are more likely
to run, and which should be spread more thinly. As
drying racks filled with brown-covered notebooks
printed in YCIS colours, we created a variety of
colour mixes and compositions.

The following week was even more active, producing
T-shirts as well as notebooks with Primary students.
Primary Art teacher Anita Dai and her colleagues
were a wonderful group. Their art room was
impeccably organised, calm yet lively, and made
classes conducive to optimum creativity for the
children. Students were able to put theories of
contrast and colour interactions to work for this
project, as well as learn new ways to print. We talked
about the silkscreened designs on many of their
YCIS T-shirts, and they now understood how they
were made. Factories produce identical clothing and
designs but handmade artwork often has variations

to it. We talked about the irregularities of the
handmade, and how the uniqueness of their process
became visible through what can sometimes be seen
as flaws. These unique traits become part of the story
of their T-shirt, and they can wear it with pride.
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In celebration of the 85th anniversary of Yew Chung
and Yew Wabh, the 2018 YCIS Soloists Concert and the
11th YCIS HK HIIP (In-school Individual Instrumental
Programme) Recital were held on January 26 and
March 27, 2018 respectively in the YCIS Hong Kong's
Secondary auditorium, hosted by the Fellows in
Residence Division.

In the Soloists Concert, 21 solo performers, selected
from more than 60 student candidates in a rigorous
process, gave performances of their highest quality.
These performances included strings, woodwinds,
piano, vocal and Chinese instruments. Apart from
student performers, Musician in Residence Dr Yu
Yeung performed a solo piano piece. The highlights
of the concert included a guest performance by Hong
Kong Camarata Strings, directed by Mr Jeremy
Williams. The 18-string player ensemble performed
several classical works with honorary guest Mr
Richard Bamping, the principal cellist of the Hong
Kong Philharmonic Orchestra. The concert was very
successful and enjoyable, as reviewed by numerous
members of the audience.

In the 11th YCIS HK IIIP Recital, 24 students from
nine IIIP teachers’ studios presented their best
performance including violin, piano, clarinet and
vocal repertoires. Students showed that they were
progressing well in their musical education. For some

students, it was their first time to play music on the
stage to an audience. Recitals are a vital platform
for students to share their own sense of musical
achievement with others after learning over a period
of time.
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‘Building ‘Bridges and Community

BEREXAFERAZIRE

Carolyn Macaluso, Preschool Co-Teacher and Assistant Co-ordinator, YCIS Silicon Valley
TS FF' ki3 E; % Hifi )4 H}j HE fE Carolyn Macaluso

Carolyn Macaluso, along with four other YCIS Silicon
Valley teachers and the preschool co-ordinator,
attended the recent 85th anniversary celebrations
in Hong Kong and reflected on connecting with
colleagues:

Just a short 15 hour flight and we were in Hong
Kong! What a great experience it was to travel to the
other side of the world and be in the company of our
sister campuses.

Although we were thousands of miles from Mountain
View, California, our YCIS Silicon Valley home, we
felt very much at home when we stepped onto the
Early Childhood Education (ECE) campuses in Hong
Kong. It was wonderful to be surrounded by the
professional learning community at YCIS and be a
part of the 85th anniversary celebration conference.
It was a time of celebration, learning, growth, and
community!

Building bridges between all YCIS campuses really
helps strengthen the ties and pride we have in doing
what we do every single day. Seeing the campuses
in action helps us see the working vision of the
organisation as a whole and gain new ideas to take
back and share with our colleagues in Silicon Valley.
We are so thankful for the opportunity to be a part of
the celebration this year and look forward to building
more bridges throughout the upcoming years!
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‘We Are a Tearning Community
H#M2EETRE

When staff from YCIS Qingdao, YWIEK Qingdao
and YWIEK Rizhou came together to collaborate on
“Reinvention: The Future Beckons,” we became a
Learning Community ourselves!

Many ideas resulted from these packed two days
of the 85th anniversary conference focused on
collaboration, new spaces and new technologies.
We were able to share our teaching experiences
with each other and trial the technology we planned
to use with our students. Online sharing was one
of the many resulting ideas from this conference.
Additional ideas focused on how best to use the
space in our building and create further opportunities
for student collaboration through exploration and
experimentation.

Qingdao teachers were inspired to introduce Learning
Communities at their schools. Year 12 students will
help Year 9 students prepare for their service learning
trip, with the student-led workshops connected to
the recent study of an IBDP English Language B text
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime and the
topic of autism. The Humanities & Arts Department
will facilitate a mural painting project across Lower
Secondary, in collaboration with English and PSHE
teachers. Additionally, Chinese and English staff
will bring their students together for inquiry-based
learning on the concept of culture. YCIS Qingdao
is determined to prepare our young people for the
future.
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YC1S Shanghai's Subject ‘Departments Show Their Care

LM B AR AR &

Various subject departments of YCIS Shanghai Gubei
Campus celebrated Yew Chung 85th anniversary
with lots of activities. Humanities Department
aligned with 85th anniversary theme “We Care”
by focusing on global citizenship and showing
interest in social and environmental issues. Our 1B
Geography students raised school-wide awareness of
environmental issues for Earth Day on April 22. As
this year’s focus was on plastic pollution, students
created PowerPoints to highlight this issue and
displayed them in the cafeteria and around the school
throughout the week.

Year 9 Global Studies students celebrated March
8 International Women’s Day with posters and
presentations on influential women which they
displayed in the Humanities corridors. Year 11 Global
Perspectives students gave presentations to all of
Year 11 and Year 10 about their chosen topics to raise
awareness on an issue of importance. Some of the
topics included refugees, corruption in sport, teen
health, water shortages and slum housing, to name a
few.

The use of technology has helped students
understand topics of Year 10 and 11 Global
Perspectives as they took virtual reality tours of
different places. They were able to look at 360 degree
surround views of the impact of environmental
issues such as global warming and coral bleaching in
Australia’s Great Barrier Reef.
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In the settlement topic on sustainable cities, the Year
7 cohort visited the Shanghai Tower going up to the
119th floor and looking at the features of the building
that is globally acclaimed as being the greenest high
rise building in the world. Our students collected
some information that supplemented their work in
class on how we can overcome some of the urban
challenges to sustainably using resources.

The IB geographers prepared for and undertook a
two-day river study during their Thailand trip. This
allowed for the development of field techniques in
collecting data and for the application and analysis
of primary material culminating in a written report.
As river experts, along with Year 10 geographers,
they visited Year 5 students at Hongqiao Campus to
hear and comment on the proposals the Year 5s had
presented regarding river quality improvements on
the Yangtze.

The Mathematics Department celebrated the 85th
anniversary in the spirit of “Reinvention: The
Future Beckons”, the theme of the 85th Anniversary
Conference. In their annual Pi Day on March 14 (3.14)
throughout the Lower Secondary classes, students
were committed to numerous tasks and projects.
Some students made bracelets with distinctly
coloured beads to represent each of the 10 digits of
pi (), and to highlight that no pattern can be seen
visually with the colourful array displayed on the
bracelets. Others participated in a scavenger hunt
where they digitally searched for information related
to the number pi, such as finding the names of
Chinese cities, which have something to do with a
circular object, and famous people with birthdays on
March 14.

In the context of their YCIS commitment to cultural
interchange, exploration and investigation, the Year
10 classes visited the Shanghai Han Xiang Water
Expo Garden where they examined the architecture
of the Chinese bridges featured in the park. A Tracker
programme was used to plot the arches in the bridges
and make measurements, which they later used to
determine the equations they might use in making
bridge models.



The PE Department hosted a senior basketball game
between Yew Chung and Yew Wah school teams.
Both schools had the opportunity to field some new
and upcoming players and it was exciting to see some
of the potential new players for next season. A fairly
large number of students came to watch the two
games and this created a fantastic atmosphere in the
new gym.

The girls game started at a frantic pace with both
teams working hard to try to retrieve the ball from the
opposition. Points went on the board early for both
teams and our team won the game 33-18. The boys
game included some young students representing
Yew Chung. Yew Wah had a much larger and older
team but this did not intimidate any of our players at
all as we started strong and played well throughout
the match. In the end we won by six points. Both
teams should be pleased with their performances,
particularly in attack with some superb shooting and
attacking moves pleased the crowd.
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In order to support the work of Seeds of Hope, on
April 21, 2018, YCIS and YWIES hosted the second
annual Seeds of Hope Charity Gala at Four Seasons
Hotel in Beijing. With the help of the YCIS Beijing
Parent Organisation, the schools made the “Night at
the Opera” themed evening an enchanting event of
musical performance, helping raise essential funds
for the Seeds of Hope project.

Ten years after its inception, to help schools in rural
China, Seeds of Hope is now expanding to include
initiatives that will benefit schools further afield.
“We’ve recently partnered with Kids International
Ministries in the Philippines to purchase land and
help construct a high school for an impoverished
area outside Manila”, explains Mr Casey Fanning,
Character and Moral Education Development Officer
at YCIS Beijing.

Our students have been actively involved in Seeds of
Hope. Students from YCIS and YWIES participated
in the Piggy Bank Fund Raiser, where they were
each given a piggy bank and a QR code to accept
donations for the new school in the Philippines. At
the end of the project, around 9,000 piggy banks were
collected.

By designing curriculums that enable students to
connect with and give back to society, YCIS Beijing
and other schools in the network are not only
providing aid to disadvantaged communities, but
also expanding the moral, spiritual, cultural and
social intelligence of future global citizens.
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CITATION: A longer version of this article was
originally published in Beijing Kids magazine, dated
March, 2018.
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In an intrinsic case study of the early childhood
programme at Yew Chung International Schools,
a prominent scholar in the field identifies a major
particularity in what she named “Yew Chung
Approach”: the combination of emergent curriculum
and emergent multilingualism. And she says the
combination is “unique and unparalleled”.

Dr Stephanie Sanders-Smith, Assistant Professor

of Early Childhood education at the University of

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC) interviewed

teachers and Co-Principals to learn their teaching

experience at Yew Chung. She has identified 12

values they uphold and recorded the relevant

examples. The 12 values are:

* Children are worthy of our respect and
admiration.

e Children are capable and can be trusted.

* Strong relationships must be developed between
teachers and children.

e Teachers support relationships between children.

* Members of the teaching team work together as
equals.

e Children are supported as emergent bilinguals.

e Children are supported in the use of their home
language.

e Children learn through emergent curriculum
with emergent themes.

e Children use language to solve both academic
and social problems.

* Teachers and children construct learning
together.

e Children initiate and lead activities.

* Teachers make intentional connections to
academic skills within child-led experiences.

Dr Sanders-Smith named the pedagogy “Yew Chung
Approach”, which holds relationships at its centre.
Elaborating on the pedagogy, she says: children
and their ideas are highly valued and children
are viewed as capable and autonomous in need of
teacher support, not teacher direction; teachers use an
emergent approach to both curriculum and pedagogy
and to bilingualism; children take the lead in the
classroom in choices of classroom experiences and in
the language that is used when doing them; teachers
make intentional choices to support children’s
learning by helping children to use language to
problem-solve, to build and extend children’s
interests, to support learning in multiple languages,
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and to integrate academic skills needed for the next
level of learning,.

The findings were presented at the Yew Chung - Yew
Wah 85th Anniversary Conference, held in March. Dr
Sanders-Smith is working with colleagues at UIUC
and Yew Chung to develop this conceptualisation of
a Yew Chung Approach.
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Yew Chung Education Foundation

20 Somerset Road, Kowloon Tong, Hong Kong
i RS AR T 5 205

Tel =& : +852 23387106

Fax {§E : +852 2304 6713

Website 8 E
www.ycef.com

¥YCIS Hong Kong

2 Kent Road, Kowloon Tong, Hong Kong
EENEEREE2M

Tel %35 : +852 23387106

Fax {5 : +852 2304 6713

¥YCIS Shanghai

18 West Rong Hua Road, Gubei New Area,
Shanghai 201103, PR.C.

B b d LR R TERE 1857201103
Tel 5 : +8621 2226 7666

Fax {51 : +8621 22267616

YCIS Beijing

Honglingjin Park, 5 Houbalizhuang, Chaoyang District,
Beijing 100025, PR.C.
FEAERTHBE &N\ EHSFARDAE100025
Tel %55 : +8610 8583 3731

Fax {5 : +8610 8583 2734

YCIS Chongging

No. 2, Huxia Street, Yuan Yang Town,

New Northern Zone, Chongging 401122, P.R.C.
o B B 7 AL R T [ W A RS M 1257401122
Tel =i : +8623 8879 1600

Fax 5K : +8623 8879 1646

YCIS Qingdao

72 Taihangshan Road, Economic & Technology Development Zone,
Huangdao, Shandong 266555, P.R.C.
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Tel E=if : +86532 8699 5551

Fax {#H : +86532 8687 0099

¥CIS Silicon Valley

310 Easy Street, Mountain View, CA 94043, USA
Tel &3 : +1650903 0986

Fax {£E : +1 650 903 0976

*Each school Is independently regi d and of 1 5 [ SRR M

Website i B
www.ycis-schools.com
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