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Never Stop Learning
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The extraordinary circumstances in which we found
ourselves during the COVID-19 epidemic created
many new challenges and opportunities for staff
and students from YCIS Shanghai. While located all
across the globe and in many different time zones,
students and staff quickly became adept at using
new technologies and the need for adaptability and
ingenuity was never greater. Of course, YCIS staff and
students are known to be flexible, and this situation
brought out the best in our school community.

Students across all school sections at YCIS Shanghai
embraced the unique experience of e-learning in
all of their school subjects. The students quickly
familiarised themselves with the new structure of
their classes and started to develop their learning
patterns to suit them.

Whether snowboarding on the side of a mountain
or sitting on the sofa in a living room, these days
e-learning was taking place everywhere. YCIS
Shanghai students found ways to make the most
of their alternate learning arrangements and
discovered positive surprises along the way. During
the e-learning period, students described their
experiences:

“I miss my friends and teachers, so I like that I can
see them and their work online. For me, e-learning
is positive because I get to continue my learning and
stay in touch with my teachers and classmates.” —
Kaira, Year 3

“With my online Chinese Language class, homework
needs to be completed immediately afterwards,
helping me to keep focused and allowing me to retain
as much of the knowledge as I can. I'm thankful for
this, as I strongly believe that studying Chinese will
help me in my future studies, grant me the ability to
interact with people globally, and be a bonus when
applying for universities worldwide.” — Joshua,
Year 10

“Using the iPad is easy! I like online PE lessons best
— they’re really fun! I miss my school, teachers, and
classmates a lot — I wish I could have classes every
day!” — Charlotte, K3

“I have learnt to fall and not give up because of my
love of snowboarding, and this is something I now
apply to my studies. For my D&T project, I made a
video of myself snowboarding. Then I developed
sketches based on the video, and I am currently



working on the next stage of the project. Sometimes
inspiration comes unexpectedly and it has been
great to combine my passion with my online school
assignments!” — Darling, Year 7

Behind the scenes of e-learning have been hundreds
of team meetings and leadership meetings using
platforms such as WeChat and Zoom. "YCIS Shanghai
schools are very much based on a model of teamwork
and collaboration and this continued to be the case
during the campus closures. Meetings have been held
online and the teachers and leaders have enjoyed
connecting in the same way our students have in their
online classes," said Mr Damien Hehir, Western Co-
Principal of YCIS Shanghai Pudong. "We all worked
together to produce high-quality learning which
was totally online. We have an amazing learning
community who can see the value
of everyone working together,"
added Mr Don Collins, Western
Co-Principal of YCIS Shanghai
Puxi.

For YCIS Shanghai teachers,
the online learning had many
positive experiences. “I have
enjoyed experimenting with
new technologies to overcome
the distance and to create
truly meaningful learning
experiences for my students,”
said Mr Jonathan Evans, IB Co-
ordinator of YCIS Shanghai Puxi
Secondary.

“The teachers” willingness to
be innovative, learning new

skills and platforms, and the
way they care about each of our
students, come through even
across a screen,” added Ms
Janelle Garrett, Lower Secondary
Co-ordinator of YCIS Shanghai
Pudong Secondary.

Ms Michele Rowland, Year
6 Teacher, has a newfound
appreciation for both her
teaching team and her students.
“It was inspiring to see the
team collaborating despite the
different time zones and personal
situations, and I am amazed
by our students’ dedication
and effort in such an unusual
situation.”

During these unusual times,
there has been a remarkable
outcome: a whole new
generation of students is now getting used to being
educated online, which will open up great new
learning opportunities in the years to come. Whether
it’s Chinese, Mathematics, PE, or Technology,
our ECE, Primary, and Secondary students have
inspired each other and their teachers with creative
and innovative approaches and mature attitudes to
e-learning. The YCIS Learning Community model
became a truly global learning community, as
education was taken not just outside the classroom’s
walls, but also beyond the campus, the city limits,
and even the country’s borders. One thing was for
certain: our students did much more than just rising
to this challenge — they thrived.
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Min Wang, Preschool 4 Teacher, YCIS Silicon Valley
BES L SR CER

For young children, the most effective learning
will take place when they are fully engaged in
activities. In a remote learning setting, it becomes
more challenging for preschool teachers to engage
the young children in learning activities. Facing this
challenge, we should stimulate the children’s interests
and motivate them to participate in the activities as
active learners. Based on their interests, we've created
an online social and learning environment to facilitate
meaningful learning, strengthen relationships, and
support social emotional well-being.

When I conduct remote teaching, I use the following
core principles to engage children: connecting the
remote learning to their past experiences, taking
emergent teaching and learning opportunities with
flexibility, and always giving prompt and positive
feedback.

These principles are better explained in examples.
Before the school was closed, our Pre4B children had
put lots of effort into building their “National Zoo”.
When remote learning began, to engage the children
in their interests I guided them through the steps
to design and rebuild a zoo with the materials that
they could find at home so that they could connect
the remote learning to their past experiences. When
I introduced the animals in various categories, such

as reptiles and mammals, the children thought up
and memorised fun facts about each animal category
while actively searching for their toy animals which
matched with each category. When sorting the
animals into different “cages” in their “zoo”, the
children applied what they had learnt to their project,
such as separating a zebra with a lion.

They loved to count their toy animals and to compare
with each other to find out who would be the winner
that found the most animals. I introduced the
measurement word song to help them count and sing
in Chinese. They took initiative to find the toy animals
and objects from home which were mentioned in the
song and showed them to the class. From that, we
created our own guessing game. One kid showed
others a part of the animals or objects he or she was
holding and responded to others’ questions with
“Yes” or “No”. Driven by their curiosity, all the kids
were eager to guess and ask questions about the
“mystery”. The student who was holding the animal
or object kept focusing on all the questions and gave
answers to his or her peers with attention. The teacher
facilitated their discussions by guiding them through
more facts about animals and objects from different
angles, such as living/non-living, habitats, trophic
levels, and shapes.



Children’s efforts in participating were recognised
by teachers and peers with smiles, encouraging
messages and real time positive feedback. The
enthusiastic interactions were great learning and
teaching opportunities for children and teachers.
Those interactions and discussions connected all
the children together to an online learning platform
which covered multiple learning areas, such as
language, maths, science and critical thinking.
When a girl showed her lion and truck to all her
friends, she used the Chinese measurement words
communicating with a boy who loved to talk about
trash and recycling, “I will give you my lion and
garbage truck after the coronavirus ends.” We are
very glad to see the children continuing to build
their relationships and caring about others as well as
learning new knowledge through our remote learning
platform.

The emerging learning opportunities are endless even
in a remote learning setting. Even though we could
not build our “National Zoo” physically together,
I guided our children through steps to design zoo
maps together by teaching them how to draw animals
and facilities with various shapes. This activity
enabled the children to connect the new knowledge
they learnt with their previous experiences and
memories, so they were motivated to become self-
directed learners and their confidence was increased.
For example, because the children had learnt the
map signs before the school closure, they deliberately
added the signs of AED, speed limit, restaurant and
rubbish bin to their maps. Some kids also added
bubble machines to their maps. “I made a book
about bubble solution before. I know how to draw a
bubble machine! ” one boy said. Besides the maps,
the children also made animal books to show all the
animals he or she had put in his or her zoo.

To support the children in adding more details to
their books and maps while integrating with language
art learning, I introduced Chinese pictographs
to them. After understanding that the Chinese
characters were developed from pictures and learnt
how to draw pictographs, such as those of elephant,
bird, goat, horse, sun, moon, water, mountain and
field, the children added them to their books and
created their own stories!

With the teachers” encouragement and recognition,
our children were very proud to present their works
to the whole class, and their stories brought up more
discussions and more emerging teaching and learning
opportunities for us to explore new concepts and
have fun together!
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During the class suspension due to the outbreak of
COVID-19, promoting and prioritising bilingualism
and language learning did not stop at Yew Chung
International School of Beijing. With virtual learning,
Chinese language lessons continued consistently
for all skills levels and grades with the collaborative
commitment from teachers and students. The
subject framework did not change principally, but
modifications appropriate for e-learning were put in
place.

The online lessons held every day for 30 minutes
each continued to incorporate all aspects of language
learning such as reading, writing and speaking. Dr
Rae Wang, Chinese Vice Principal, explained, “Our
school does not want to replicate offline learning and
limit how teachers conduct e-lessons. We want to
enlarge and maximise learning, by also incorporating
classic reading and classic poetry.” An example is
the 24 solar terms which are an important aspect of
Chinese learning and are used by our teachers to
give a feel of the world around us to students while
learning virtually.

The resources which have been of great help
to teachers include the Yew Chung Education
Foundation endorsed i-Learner platform, which Dr
Wang considers a vital resource. “The content [taught]
was from textbooks, but it is not limited to that. All
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the learning activities were well-designed and are
easy for teachers to conduct, and for children to use,”
she said. Additional resources include Ximalaya, the
audio sharing app, the WeRead app (especially useful
for Secondary students) and an array of picture books
for Lower Primary and younger learners.
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Since the COVID-19 outbreak, there have been
ceaseless platforms sharing information about the
pandemic. Access to the information is essential,
but it has also resulted in rising chances of reading
inaccurate online reports, adding to the angst around
the virus.

Satyendra Arora, YCIS Beijing Secondary Technology
Integrator, echoes this view. “The internet can be
an extremely useful tool for everyone in general.
But news and social networking sites can also bring
trouble including fake news and cyber-bullying”

Year 10 students in the study of the Digital
Citizenship delved into topics such as “The Big Data
Dilemma”, “Who Are You Online” and "Hoaxes &
Fakes", amongst others. The unit raised awareness
of online presence and especially intricacies of the
concept of fake news. This has proved useful to
Jaskiran Arora in Year 10, who stated that she learnt
“how hoax videos are created and how unreliable
and false information can be spread and possibly get
viral over the internet.”

As Mr Arora asserts fake news is spread by both
humans and bots online, and therefore it's becoming
more and more challenging for publishers and media
houses to evaluate the legitimacy of information
shared online. He continues, “Many institutions and
media platforms are trying to stop the spread of false

‘Equipping Students to Spot Fake News ‘Online
\ 18 2 A 2k ] 4 3K 1 #T B
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information or fake news and
are working to design technical
and human systems that can
weed out the hoaxes and fake
news.” Hopefully this can reduce
the rapid spread of inaccurate
information.

Student Caroline He stated that
this unit “helped me enhance
and improve my understanding
of the topic” and cautions her
classmates to “be careful, as the
internet is very unpredictable.”

With tons of information
available online, many of us
consume online data with limited
knowledge of its truthfulness. To
help us ascertain the truthfulness
of the information, Mr Arora
shares the following tips:

e Lateral reading, taught to
Year 10 students, is a technique
used to fact check online sources in order to avoid
misinformation.

* Evaluate digital information by checking the
date, and credentials of the author and dig deeper
by looking at the domain name of the website,
misspellings, and grammatical errors.

* Never trust your first source.

Having learnt about the dangers of fake news,
Jaskiran’s preferred method of fact-checking is lateral
reading. She finds this the most useful technique
“because instead of staying on the website, you
should leave and find a new website [to verify
information]. Instead of moving up and down, you
move from tab to tab. This helps you to find if the
information is accurate or not”

Another student Kai Li on the other hand simply
commits himself to “not spreading false information
to my fellow schoolmates”. We live in a world
where we are inundated with information presented
in different forms, so it is our responsibility
to ensure that we are cautious about what we
share on our public media platforms. As Tom
Rosenstiel, an authority in the media industry, put it
“Misinformation is not like a plumbing problem you
fix. It is a social condition, like crime, that you must
constantly monitor and adjust to.”
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In the past few months, teachers at
the Yew Chung International School
of Beijing, dispersed in different parts
of the world, continued their teaching
using online platforms. The word
to appropriately describe how they
have been through this experience is
adaptability. Many teachers have had
to learn about new platforms, modify
their teaching and let go of the usual
modus operandi to match the current
times.

As the 4th week of e-learning came to

an end, we talked with two of our teachers, who have
been striving to make the best out of this approach
every single day, Mr Oscar Gongalves and Ms Franny
Guo. Mr Gongalves, Secondary School Head of
Science, said, “Part of being an international educator
and learner is the enormous capacity to adapt to
new challenges and still being able to maintain a
great quality in teaching and learning, and what I've
seen the past few weeks is evidence of this.” Talking
about himself, Mr Gongalves said, “(The experience)
has been relatively easy, and I am actually enjoying
e-learning and loving the challenge.” For him, the

process of being able to use different technological
features that allow him access to students has been a

positive experience, even though the scope makes it
challenging.

Ms Guo, Primary Year 3 Chinese Teacher, said, “The
30 minutes of Chinese class I have with my students
every day is the most enjoyable time during this
period. I hope they enjoy it as I do.” Ms Guo also
went beyond her expected daily duty of offering
30-minute-long sessions by adding additional time
to give students an opportunity to converse with one
another. “I make sure that in every session all my
students get a chance to talk — to have their voices
heard that day. I open my classroom a little earlier
to give them a chance to chat with their classmates
as they have not seen each other for a long time.
Bonding time is very important,” she stressed.

Virtual learning also resulted in a gain for many
teachers, who have had to explore and discover new
platforms, creative ways of conducting lessons and
resources for teaching which they could also use after
the school reopens. Mr Gongalves has found Teams,
Kognity, Kerboodle, Century Tech, and YouTube
useful as a platform. For teaching Science, a subject
that requires classroom, laboratory and outdoor
settings, he has had to put all the resources at his
disposal to ensure that he still delivers lessons of a
great standard.

“I attended the Shanghai
International STEAM
Education Expo
(STEAMEX 2019) last
December and I am
currently using some
ideas of Al mentioned
in some of the expo’s
workshops. There are
phone apps available that
create virtual experiences
allowing students to




explore our universe, human body, earth’s core, and
the atom without leaving their seats. An example is
the ‘Big Bang AR’ developed by CERN which allows
us to see the universe in the palm of our hands,” Mr
Gongalves said.

Although technology has been of great help in
getting the YCIS Beijing community through this
period, e-learning was not carried out at the expense
of physical and mental wellbeing. Ms Guo said
that in the middle of the online sessions she asked
students to stand up and do some easy exercises. “We
emphasise the importance of health and students
should prioritise it. If they feel their energy level is
low or their eyes hurt after looking at the computer
screen for too long they should take a break.”
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Preparing Students for Their Future
¥ B A R R I

Whilst the YCIS Qingdao campus was closed, it was
essential that as a community we supported each
other. It was a challenging period for all, but our
YCIS educators embraced the changes they had to
make to the pedagogy and teaching methodology to
incorporate a blended e-learning programme. Here
we invited our ECE Western Co-ordinator, our Head
of Primary School, our Head of Secondary School as
well as our University Guidance Counsellor to share
with us how this period prepared Secondary students
for their future.

All teachers sacrificed their Chinese New Year
holidays to hold various emergency meetings to
discuss our course of action. What are the key areas
you have implemented?

Ms Anna Wilson, ECE Western Co-ordinator and
ECE Co-Teacher: YCIS ECE adopts a play-based
curriculum. The ECE Western and Chinese Co-
ordinators had regular communication with the
YCIS Qingdao Co-Principals as well as teachers at
other YCIS ECE campuses to gather information and
decided to use Seesaw and Zoom to share learning
ideas for ECE families with children aged 2 to 5. The
ECE Co-Teachers also provided daily video stories
and songs for the children and were accessible to
parents in need. While making the at-home, play-
based learning activities, the ECE teachers took into
consideration 1) the seven areas of development for
the children seen in our Early Years Curriculum, 2)
the interest of the children seen, 3) the materials and
resources commonly found in a family with young
children, and 4) other age-appropriate activities that
the children may enjoy while at home.

Mr Gareth Probert, Head of Primary: Teachers
had been testing and comparing various e-learning
platforms from the perspective of students and
decided to go ahead with Seesaw, with which our
students and parents are relatively more familiar.
Before the actual online learning period started,
our Chinese teachers shared their experience with
Seesaw with parents to avoid time being wasted
on adjustments to the platform itself. Other online
programmes such as Mathletics, Reading Eggs,
Readtheory.org, Spelling City, and Curriculum
Visions were used to support the learning and
reinforce concepts. Both assessment and feedback
should be generated in time, all within Seesaw.
Teachers were available through Seesaw and e-mail
during the regular school day. Students and parents
were encouraged to ask questions and to contact the
Co-Teachers if anything was unclear. Furthermore,
our YCIS Qingdao educators decided to take a step
forward, bringing out a successful Project Based
Learning in our Chinese Department with not only
concerns of the virus and the wellbeing of our school
community, but also learning opportunities for our
students.
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During e-learning, how were teachers supporting
our IGCSE and IB students regarding their
upcoming exams? What extra work was done, and
what tools/platforms in use did you find successful?

Mr Wise, Vice Principal and Head of Primary: We
facilitated the learning of our IGCSE and IB students
in a number of ways. Firstly, our blended e-learning
progamme benefits from having one centralised
virtual learning environment: Microsoft Teams.
This allowed staff and students to meet live for
video lessons, record and play back video tutorials
of important concepts and skills, interact in both
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synchronous and asynchronous discussion boards,
interact with a virtual whiteboard, share, collate and
edit files collaboratively, create and attach videos and
audio recordings, submit assignments, send questions
and receive personalised feedback in individual chats.

Transforming into a fully “virtual” school requires
strategic planning and adjustments for our academic
team. For example, practical lab work in IB Biology
classes had to be pushed back, while topics, such
as Climate Change, that lend themselves to more
theoretical investigations, were pushed forwards in
the curriculum planning.

Year 11 and Year 13 students were provided
additional classes on Saturday to help with revision
and preparation for the exams, all classes hosted live
on Teams by their subject teachers. Topics in these
classes were ranged from “regression lines” in IGCSE
International Maths, to “efficiency and equity” in
IB Economics, to students’” practice individual orals
in the IB Language subjects of Korean Literature,
English B and Chinese Language & Literature.

Apart from the Teams platform, students were using
Quizlet to develop their vocabulary in EAL classes;
the GCSEPod platform was used in Year 11 IGCSE
Geography classes to better understand the topic of
development, and in IGCSE World Literature classes
to help facilitate the skill of analysing unseen poetry
for Year 10s. GCSEPod in particular is an excellent
multi-purpose learning aid for students, as it allows
them to watch and playback video tutorials closely
linked to the syllabi they are currently studying,
whilst giving teachers data on usage and access.

What skills do we expect our students to gain by
e-learning? What qualities have our students shown
during this difficult time?
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Mr Wise: First and foremost, we want our students
to have continued access to our school curriculum
and minimise the disruption to learning the outbreak
of COVID-19 has so obviously caused. Our students
have been learning, of course, how to be adaptable
and flexible at a time of ongoing global crisis. I
believe our school has modelled this well, with our
staff also having to learn many new technologies
and methodologies in a very short space of time. In
fact, it is quite astounding how a country as large as
China has been able to implement online learning
nationwide and ensure the infrastructure needed for
this.

Our students also have, of course, needed to develop
self-management skills, as there has been a need
with studying and attending classes remotely to be
more independent in terms of managing time and
ensuring work is submitted promptly. This has been
a challenge. For some of our quieter students, the
e-learning environment has empowered them to be
more inquisitive, asking questions more frequently
using the online discussion boards in Teams than
they might usually ask in the physical classroom.

Developing more independent research skills —
finding and synthesising information from various
sources, with less hands-on guidance from teachers,
has been beneficial for our Secondary students in
subjects such as Chinese, English Language and
Literature, Theory of Knowledge, and Economics.
This is a good preparation for the demands of tertiary
education.

How did Secondary students continue to receive
guidance from UGO during quarantine?

Mr Steyn, University Guidance Counsellor: Our
Upper Secondary students studied hard, as usual,
during their time at home. Our students have
continued to receive online support through a wide
variety of online webinars from some of the top
universities in the world. Topics are varied: Finding
the Right Fit in US Universities, Creating an Amazing
Art Portfolio, The Value of a Liberal Arts College,
How Do US Colleges Evaluate Me, The University
of Cambridge, COVID-19 Influences on US College
Admissions, Studying in the Netherlands, and
University Study in the UK vs the US.

Our students also had the opportunity to attend
remotely the webinars offered by the Cialfo platform.
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The Year 12 students are working hard on their
personal statements and essay questions, while
our Year 11 and Year 10 students are familiarising
themselves with the Cialfo platform and how to
utilise it in finding the right-fit universities. Our
UGO is in daily contact with our students on Teams,
providing support and answering questions in a
timely manner.

We are very proud to announce that to date our Year
13 students have received offers from many world-
renowned universities — Congratulations!
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Pioneering ‘Virtual ‘learning ‘Programme

TRk EREE

Amid the frustrating school suspension over the
coronavirus outbreak, Yew Chung International
School of Hong Kong has been keen to maintain
the momentum of its mission in teaching. We were
among the first schools in Hong Kong to launch
an innovative Virtual Learning Programme which
has won adulation from parents and educators
worldwide.

Schools from various parts of the world, such as St.
Cuthbert’s College in New Zealand, reached out to
YCIS for tips and sat in our e-learning classes and
Zoom coffee meeting with parents to gain insights
into the programme.

It's 2.15 p.m., a Year 2 student of YCIS Hong Kong
is all set to attend her Music e-lesson at home. In
front of her is a row of large and small containers
and a laptop. “Today, I'm going to make a drum
composition,” she says as she starts to tap the
inverted vessels with drumsticks to produce a
series of rhymed percussion, while her teacher and
classmates are observing and interacting with her in
real-time.

Made possible through software like Zoom, a remote
conferencing service using cloud computing, such
online learning has now become a city-wide norm
in Hong Kong during school closure. As early
as November 2019, when the Education Bureau
suspended classes due to social disturbance, YCIS
Hong Kong already kick-started a trial week of the
virtual learning programme.
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During the school suspension due to the COVID-19
epidemic, the school has adopted virtual learning
since February 3, and ensured the effective
implementation across Secondary, Primary and Early
Childhood Education sections to minimise the impact
and disruption to students” learning.

Schooling as Normal

In implementing the programme, our educators
conducted all the lessons according to the regular
timetable while students continued learning all the
subjects without leaving home. We also ensured
seamless interaction between teachers and learners.

“The message we want to get across is that this is
school as normal, with not a single lesson missed,
especially for Secondary students,” says Martin Scott,
Education Director and Executive Principal of YCIS
Hong Kong. “And we aim to achieve outcomes that
are as productive as a regular school day.”

That means students went through the same routine
as usual, which entailed waking up around 7, having
lunch about noon, completing homework after
class, and compulsory attendance for every lesson.
Absence from class needed to be formally notified
and accounted for. With students” wellbeing in mind
and to ease the strain of looking at electronic screens
for an extended time, each virtual lesson was kept at
around 40 to 55 minutes.



Matthew Mohrbach, the Pupil Progress Leader for
Year 9 of YCIS Hong Kong, shared his teacher’s point
of view in a BBC News article in February: “We have
not missed a single lesson and teachers are teaching
their full timetables via video sharing platforms in
combination with Google Classroom. We still hold
staff meetings, department meetings and outside-of-
school sessions for students in-need”.

As in normal classes at school, teachers and students
communicated with each other in real-time through
the video and audio functions of Zoom. During the
lessons, pupils could raise questions instantly or send
messages through the Chat function.

For teachers, regular lesson delivery was maintained.
To monitor students’ learning progress, online tests,
student project work and assignments were utilised
for assessment. In the Secondary School, we adopted
Google Classrooms as the homework system where
everything was done on-screen for instructors to
provide feedback right away.

Mr Scott points out that YCIS is committed to
delivering collaborative learning even in a virtual
environment. To achieve the objectives of YCIS’s
Learning Communities approach for the Secondary
and Primary programmes, YCIS Hong Kong
maintains project-based learning and integrated
subject learning in its virtual learning. Merging all
subject aspects, students actively explore real-world
problems and challenges.

During virtual learning lessons, pupils were assigned
to small group discussions using the Breakout
Room function, as well as various tasks under the
facilitation of the teachers. In the end, students
conducted presentations on the project outcome via
Zoom, which was joined in by teachers and parents.
Continuously evaluating the progress of children,
these elements also ensured
students enjoyed their
home learning experience,
and remained engaged and
motivated.

Long upholding the
significance of holistic
development in children,
YCIS goes beyond
academic areas to cover
non-academic subjects
like sports, music and
arts in its virtual learning
programme. Take PE
lessons, students conducted
yoga and exercising
movement according to
the teacher’s direction on
the screen. The Artist-in-
Residence also created

9

Virtual Open Studio for students and parents,
offering art demonstration, online workshop and
interactive discussion with various artists.

The music teacher created a sing-along video for the
younger students in the Early Childhood Education
Section to engage musically. Besides, the joint-
school 2020 YCIS & YWIES Young Musicians Music
Competition was also moved online by encouraging
all students to send in their recorded music materials
to be judged by the jury panel.

Being a Christian-based school, YCIS Hong Kong
conducted assemblies via the virtual learning
platform, often with around 300 students
participating in singing or video producing activities.
“The diversified virtual learning elements ignite the
creativity of both our teachers and students, enabling
both to explore different fields of knowledge in
YCIS,” Mr Scott explains.

Parents Are Part of the YCIS Community

We understand parents may encounter difficulties
in the online operations, and have set up a technical
helpline for instant support. Making a concerted
effort to communicate with parents, we have also
devised a questionnaire to seek feedback from
parents, and adjust the system where necessary.

Accommodating students of different levels, the
Early Childhood Education (ECE) team created
interesting, engaging e-learning activities and
programmes for children and their families to
participate. Furthermore, class teachers conducted a
daily review and weekly calls with parents to discuss
the child’s progress, coupled with a bi-weekly review
of their learning journeys. The ECE leadership team
is devoted to continuously enhancing the teaching




content by joining Zoom classes regularly.

“Although this is an extraordinarily challenging
time for all of us — students, parents, and educators,
I'm sure if we stand together as one community, the
impact of school suspension will be greatly reduced.
The YCIS team will spare no effort in continuing to
deliver virtual learning that’s highly interactive, rich
in content, stimulating in its approach, and hugely
rewarding for our students,” Mr Scott concludes.
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‘Extreme Beading Challenge in “Cloud”
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March 16-20

YCIS

Book Week is one of the most popular and fun events
at YCIS Chonggqing. To complement the excellent
reading programme at each year level, each year the
school takes the opportunity to promote a love of
reading and make a habit of reading around campus
and in the wider Yew Chung community.

Book Week and its accompanying Book Fair were
scheduled for March 16 to 21. Due to the coronavirus
outbreak, the school was not able to hold physical
activities of the events on the campus, such as the
book character parade, reading competitions, as well
as the library visit to our favourite book characters in
Alice in Wonderland. But that didn’t mean our love of
books went uncelebrated as readers were welcome to
our E-Book Week!

Our staff were creative in hosting the first YCIS
Chongqing E-Book Week, promoting a love of
reading across all year levels at YCIS Chonggqing
through the “cloud”. We invited students, staff and
our parents to take part in the “extreme reading
challenge” at E-Book Week. Everyone shared a photo
of themselves reading in an “extreme” situation to
showcase their commitment to language learning.
Teachers also shared their photos with a book they
recommended to the students, which included fiction,
non-fiction, and more than you could imagine.

Our lovely Primary students were also encouraged
to share their favourite book, draw a picture, write a
book review, record themselves reading it, introduce
characters in the story, and dress up as a character
from the book.

The event ended with the announcement of the
winners of the “extreme reading challenge”, with
their most creative and fun pose! No one can say
this year’s E-Book Week was less fun and as a
community, we feel we are all together, hand in hand
in the “cloud”! Go YCIS Chongging!
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On March 19, YCIS Chonggqing held the first Virtual
Sports Day in the “cloud”. This Sports Day took place
at homes of our students and teachers, in locations
across the globe, to celebrate our community and
raise awareness of our health and well-being. It also

served as a “battle” between our houses (Earth,
Wind, Fire, and Water).

The YCIS Chongqing PE Department team created a
fantastic event, housed on a specific website, https://
wilbertkwakkel2. wixsite.com/virtualsportsday,
where all the day’s sporting challenges were posted.
The website gave a video explanation and forms
outlining instructions for each challenge. PE Teachers
Mr Kwakkel and Mr Benson made the demo videos
of each challenge to make sure everyone could
understand and follow.

All YCIS Chongqing community members were
invited to join this fun event. Many of our students
joined individually, while some joined as a family.
Teachers were also encouraged to do as many
challenges as possible to battle for the houses they
belong. Challenges included the plank challenge,
flip the bottle, and a 400 meter around the table run,
which generated a lot of laughs but exhausted the
participants.

After the completion of
each challenge, with some
making multiple attempts,
all players only uploaded
their best results online to
add scores to their house.

It truly was a fun afternoon
with all of our students,
staff, parents and friends
around the world joining
as one big virtual family.
We believe a healthy body
makes a healthy mind. We
thank everyone for your
participation!

THURSDAY, MARCH 19TH,
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Yew Chung Education Foundation

20 Somerset Road, Kowloon Tong, Hong Kong
S R E AR B 5 205

Tel =& : +852 23387106

Fax {§E : +852 2304 6713

Website 8 E
www.ycef.com

¥YCIS Hong Kong

2 Kent Road, Kowloon Tong, Hong Kong
EENEREREE2W

Tel %3 : +852 23387106

Fax {8 : +852 2304 6713

¥YCIS Shanghai

18 West Rong Hua Road, Gubei New Area,
Shanghai 201103, PR.C.

B L d LR R TERE 1857201103
Tel T : +8621 2226 7666

Fax {#H : +8621 22267616

YCIS Beijing

Honglingjin Park, 5 Houbalizhuang, Chaoyang District,
Beijing 100025, PR.C.
FEALRTABE &N\ B RN AE 100025
Tel %55 : +8610 8583 3731

Fax {5 : +8610 8583 2734

YCIS Chongging

No. 2, Huxia Street, Yuan Yang Town,

New Northern Zone, Chongging 401122, P.R.C.
7 B 5 77 AL R 3 A A RS 17257401122
Tel =3 : +8623 8879 1600

Fax 15K : +8623 8879 1646

YCIS Qingdao

72 Taihangshan Road, Economic & Technology Development Zone,
Huangdao, Shandong 266555, P.R.C.

FEILRE T ETEERT R EEATTILEET251266555

Tel =i : 486532 8699 5551

Fax {#7 : +86532 8687 0099

¥CIS Silicon Valley

310 Easy Street, Mountain View, CA 94043, USA
Tel &3 : +1 650 903 0986

Fax {25 : +1 650903 0976

*Each school Is independently registered and operated 5 [£] S8z 14 35 17 2 il

Website f#f B
www.ycis-schools.com
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